
If you could only sense how important you are to the lives of those you meet;
 how important you can be to the people you may never even dream of.

There is something of yourself that you leave at every meeting with another person.
– Fred Rogers

A common question we hear from many of our potential Religious Education (RE) volunteers is
“Why should I teach in Religious Education?” After all, aren’t there easier ways to spend my Sunday
morning—lounging in bed, hiking in the woods, sharing a leisurely breakfast with my loved ones,
actually attending worship…? For all we talk about the importance of carefully stewarding the faith
development of our youngest learners at critical moments of their intellectual and spiritual growth,
that answer isn’t actually the main reason we encourage our fellow congregants to teach RE.

The main reason we want everyone to join us “downstairs” boils down to connection.
Authentic engagement whose only purpose is to connect with another person and foster an
environment that enables all of us to connect with each other is our true goal. The health of our larger
church community can be made or broken on the health of the types of interactions that aren’t
transactional but rather relational, grounded in our 1st principle—embracing the inherent worth and
dignity of every person. In fact, we are so committed to this idea of connection that we recently
started referring to RE as Religious Engagement rather than Religious Education, implying a
community-building ethos that infuses all of our work within and outside of the classroom. 

As the Mr. Rogers quotation I opened with, we believe everyone has the potential to positively
impact everyone else they encounter, and most of us will never know that we did make someone’s
life easier, brighter…better. But, there is beauty and strength in being open and generous with sharing
ourselves with others and being open to what they will share with us, no matter what any of our ages
are. 

So, please come share your beauty and light with us in Religious Education Engagement this
year. We still need 14 or so  volunteers at 1st Service and around 13 volunteers at 2nd service. A
whole world of wonder and connection await you just down the stairs. 

Thank you,

Lisa Harper Chang, MSW
Assistant Director of Religious Education for Children and Youth


