
     Scattered around our home and my office are a few things that bear someone’s signature. 
Some would refer to these as autographs. There’s a baseball signed by Jimmy “Catfish” Hunter, 
the hall of fame baseball pitcher. There’s a cassette tape (you’ve got to be ancient to remember 
what these are) bearing the autograph of Singer/songwriter Amy Grant. I have some books 
autographed by friends who are their authors, like Michael Frost and Roger Owens. Most re-
cently, my wife surprised me with an autographed copy of a book, entitled,  Night Visions by 
Jan Richardson.  Cathy had been a fan of Jan’s long before me. Somehow she secured my copy 
with the brief greeting you see illustrated. 
     Autographs can range in value. More often than not, the 
value is determined by the admirer. In the closing lines of his 
letter to the churches of Galatia, the Apostle Paul offers these 
words: 
 Now, in these last sentences, I want to emphasize 

in the bold scrawls of my personal handwriting the 
immense importance of what I have written to you. 
These people who are attempting to force the ways of circumcision on you have 
only one motive: They want an easy way to look good before others, lacking the 
courage to live by a faith that shares Christ’s suffering and death. (Galatians 6) 

     Though a copy of this original letter is not currently in anyone’s known possession, we can 
sense how much the Apostle wanted to see the Church BE the Church. He reminds the Gala-
tians and us that the marks of Jesus are evident in the lives of his disciples. In other words, Jesus 
calls and empowers us to be the “autographed” representations of himself.  In a day and age 
when many are so bold as to speak on behalf of the Risen One (this preacher not being exclud-
ed) we would do well to meditate on the wisdom of Paul. Paul reminds us that the genuine auto-

graph of Jesus upon a person’s life can be seen - even today - in this way: “By a faith that 
shares Christ’s suffering and death.”  
     Elaine Heath, the new Dean of Duke Divinity School, has written about the wisdom of God 
passed along in Paul’s letter to the Galatians in a book entitled, God Unbound: Wisdom From 
Galatians For The Anxious Church.  As she concludes her writing, she shares her own version 
of a pastoral letter to the current Church. She writes: 
 This is a day of small beginnings, and it is a day to rejoice over small begin
 nings. To use Jesus’ metaphor of the mustard seed, the outcome of small 
 beginnings will be more than we can imagine. Sustainability? Ask the mustard 
 seed how it sustains itself. Our answer lies therein . . . let’s raise questions about 
 how people are living through the week. How is the church contributing to the 
 flourishing of its neighborhood? In what ways are the people in the church be
 ing equipped to bear the gospel into their own neighborhoods and workplaces? 
 In what ways is the church living up to its baptismal vows to resist evil and in
 justice in whatever forms they present themselves? Questions like this help us 
 live as bread and wine, given to the world.  
     Let’s wait with these questions for a while and pray for God’s courage to embolden us to do 
more than wait.          
                                                                                    In Christ, Jon (the Methodist) 
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 Celebrating the Good News of Jesus Christ 

Record of Faithfulness 

(through Dec. 31, 2016) 

 Operating Budget: 

$1,331,125 

 Total Contributions: 

        $1,318,884 

 Total Spent in pursuit of 

mission: $1,291,339 

 Total Indebtedness: 

        $441,800 

 Second Mile Giving 

(UMCOR, NC Flood, 

AGAPE)               

$45,000 

 Apportionments were 

paid in full and Rainbow 

Covenant was achieved. 
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New beginnings . . . it sure sounds nice. Is it only a trite saying or catchy title? Or is it a reality? It certainly is for Rick and Dixie 
Wilson. They are excited for 2017, a new year and a new beginning. I spent some time with them over lunch recently to get their 
thoughts on how God has given them a fresh start. What a blessing to get to know them better. Last November, Rick and Dixie 
were married at an outdoor ceremony by the lake at The Refuge camp. It was the kind of day made for an outdoor wedding—a 
gentle breeze over the peaceful water, the leaves of the trees rustling and showing off their golden colors and the sun streaming 
down in thick rays to highlight creation’s beauty even more. It was a sight to behold. Yet this gorgeous day was only a sample of 
God’s love revealed in Rick and Dixie. Although they met each other during difficult times, they have forged a bond that is an 
inspiration to us all. Rick and Dixie have tackled the challenges together and encouraged each other all along the way.  They be-
gan coming to Jarvis Memorial about a year ago after Jeff Boswell invited them. They have been coming faithfully ever since. 
Rick says, “The Lord has given me a second chance in life.” God is now helping him to rebuild part of his life that he lost. He is 
so thankful to have found Dixie. And Dixie feels similarly. In talking about their 
relationship, she believes it is important to “be yourself.” She and Rick’s friend-
ship, and thus their marriage, are growing stronger by the day. 
 
Both Rick and Dixie give high praise to our church. They have felt warmly wel-
comed by all, even our youth. People call them by name. Jeff and Ann Boswell 
have helped them make connections in the church and community. Rick and 
Dixie have enjoyed the fellowship, Sunday services and assisting with our Vaca-
tion Bible School. Rick describes that “the weights of your soul are removed” 
when they enter the church. They both leave the worship service uplifted, reas-
sured and filled with peace. Worshiping God has made a big difference! 

 
And finally, Rick says that Jarvis Memorial is a church that helps “real people” and is indeed reaching others. What a praise to 
God’s work in and through our church! So, yes, God does give new beginnings. And it is especially amazing and gratifying to 
know that God does so through other people, through the Body of Christ, and through the incredible love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. Truly, God does it through YOU! Amen, and Happy New Beginnings in 2017!! 

 
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17   

 What is  Epiphany? The period 
from Christmas (December 25th) to 
Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of Lent is the season in the liturgical 
calendar that we call Epiphany. The 
word “epiphany” means manifesta-
tion and refers in particular to the 
manifestation of Jesus as Savior, not 
only of the Jews, but of all the peo-
ples of the world. As God was mani-
fested in  Jesus Christ, so Christ is to 
be manifested through the church to 
the world. Because we are to BE the 
Church, the body of Christ who act 
as salt and light, we are to be the 
continuing manifestation of Christ’s 
love and redeeming power. 

How do I join JMUMC? 

 

Did you know that you may 
become a part of the Jarvis  

Memorial family in many differ-
ent ways? If you have never 
joined a church before, you may 
become a member by profes-
sion of faith in Jesus Christ and 
by being baptized. If you have 
already been baptized as a child 
or as an adult in a Christian 
church, your baptism is recog-
nized by Jarvis Memorial United 
Methodist Church. You will be 
asked to uphold our church 
with your prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness. If you 
have any questions as it relates 
to membership, please email: 
jarvis.assist@gmail.com. 

Our Community: Rick and Dixie Wilson 

Thoughts on Epiphany 



Reflections: A Book Review 

 Kristen Evans will be giving a church tour on Thursday, February 2 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 
pm. Meet in the Hall of History in the main building and allow two hours for each tour. For 
more information, call Kristen at 252-916-3897.  

 The Valentine trees will be in the Hall of History and the Taft Christian Life Center lobby 
on January 22 and 29. Stop by and take a heart with the name of a Kindergarten student 
from Lakeforest School. We are asking you to purchase a NEW, HARDCOVER book for 
the child. Bring the book back to the church by February 5 to prepare for delivery on     
February 14. 

 

Each year the incoming Freshmen Class at the University of North Carolina is assigned a special 
book to read before classes start in the Fall. This past year, the assigned book was entitled, 
“Being Mortal.” This book is a book for all ages. It is timely. Please do yourself a favor and read 
it . . . I promise that it will be worth your time.     Jo Kuhn 
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Welcoming Ministry 
How exciting! A new year is 

upon us, and so is our call to 

show radical hospitality! If you 

are interested in being a part of 

our Welcoming Ministry, this is 

the perfect time to get involved. 

Please come to our first meet-

ing of the new year on Monday, 

January 23, at 6:30 pm. Whether 

you have already joined a team 

or want to get involved for the 

first time, this meeting is for 

you. We will meet in the newly 

renovated Music Suite 

(adjacent to the Sanctuary near 

the pulpit). Each of our four 

teams will be asked to give a 

brief update on how things are 

going so far and share the 

team’s plans to accomplish 

their February goals. We will all 

rejoice in how God is working 

through this timely and vibrant 

ministry to reach out. We will 

also enjoy snacks provided by 

the Connect Team. We can’t 

wait to see you then! 

                                    Pastor Liz 

The Music Suite is currently     
undergoing some transformation. 
Please keep reading your bulletin 
for the grand opening date.  

The year of 2016 has been a year of significant transitions in many leadership arenas. We are so 
excited that in 2017 our new youth ministry team will consist of Sammy Hudson, Lennie Fur-
lough, and Rico Morales. All three are extraordinary servant-leaders, whose lives and witness 
bring life to all of those whom they touch. Obviously, this leadership paradigm is a new one for 
our church family.  The Youth Ministries Leadership Team will focus their time and energies in 
the following ways: 

     Sammy Hudson will continue his leadership with our Daybreak Worship Service, and will 
serve as Secondary Team Leader on our Youth Ministry Leadership Team. On this team, he 
will offer the following leadership: creativity and visioning for Youth Ministries, teaching 
(assisting in Sunday School and Sunday evening teaching), and music (oversight and development 
of Youth Praise Team). 

     Lennie Furlough will be our Point Leader, the person on the team that youth and parents 
may go to with their questions, suggestions, dreams and challenges. In consultation with the oth-
er team leaders and the SALT (Student/Adult Leadership Team) our three Youth Directors will 
respond. Lennie's primary areas of focus will be: long-range planning and implementation, com-
munication, identifying and equipping leaders, Confirmation, Sunday School, and teaching 
(Sunday mornings, and evenings).  

     Rico Morales will be serving as our Mentored Leader; receiving guidance and encourage-
ment from Lennie and Sammy. At the same time, Rico will also bring oversight and leadership to 
our middle school small group ministry, development and implementation of our summer 2017 
youth program, and visioning and implementation of our missional focus for youth ministry, 
locally, regionally and internationally. 

This team has a wonderful year 
planned for the youth. Should 
you have any questions, email 
jarvisyouth@gmail.com. 

   

 

 

 

The Congregation and Staff of   

Jarvis UMC wish to extend their 

sincerest sympathies to:  

- Cheryl Stephenson, upon the death 

of her father, Robert “Bob” Swan-

son, who passed away on January 

12. 

- The Pryor family, upon the death 

of  William “Bill” Pryor and Peggy 

Pryor, who both passed away on 

January 17. 

 

 

Large Print Upper 

Rooms 
If you are in need of large 

print Upper Rooms, please 

email jarvis.assist@gmail.com 

and we will get those to you. 

 

Future Events: Mark your Calendar 

2017 Youth Ministry Team 



Jarvis Memorial United Methodist Church 

510 South Washington Street 

Greenville, N. C.  27858 

Office: 752-3101 Fax: 752-9377 

email: jarvisumc@gmail.com 

                                      

We’re on the Web! 

www.jarvis.church 

 
Jan. 22             Raleigh Youth Trip 

2:00 pm                          Raleigh, NC 

 

Jan. 23      Welcome Ministry Mtg.  

6:30 pm                           Music Suite 

                               

Jan. 25      Confirmation Info Mtg. 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm            Youth Room  

 

Jan. 27      Greenville Shelter Meal       

5:15 pm                      TCLC Kitchen 

 

Jan. 29                    Usher Training 

3:00 pm                              Sanctuary 

 

Jan. 29  Meals on Wheels Training 

3:00 pm                                   TCLC 

 

Jan. 29         Youth Group Kick-off 

4:30 pm             TCLC/Youth Room 

 

Feb. 5  Communion (All Services) 

 

 

   Calendar Events 

Periodicals 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Calling all ushers, and those interested in serving our church in this 

important way! Although the snow and ice caused us to cancel the 

usher training on January 8, do not fear. We have rescheduled the 

training for Sunday, January 29, 3:00-5:00 pm, in our Sanctuary. 

If you would like to attend or have questions about ushering, 

please contact Patrick Blizzard at 252-341-0223 or by email at 

pnblizzard@gmail.com. Hope to see you for this important train-

ing session. Thank you for your willingness to be a Jarvis Memorial 

usher! 

Feb. 5 Youth Super Bowl Party 

5:30 - 10 pm  Gym/Youth Room 

 

Feb. 8 Confirmation Info Mtg. 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm      Youth Room  

 

Feb. 10           Valentine Supper 

6:00 pm   Flex, Gym and Kitchen 

 

Feb. 12                 Scout Sunday 

 

Feb. 14               Book Delivery  

9:00am - 10:30 am        (see page 3) 

 

Newsletters Mailed 

February 16, March 16 

Usher Training-Date Change 

The February meeting of the JOY Club (Jarvis Older Youth) will 

be held in the Douglas Flex Space in the Taft Christian Life Center 

on Monday, February 6, at 12:15 pm. A delicious luncheon will be 

served by Chef James Edu, and the program originally scheduled 

for January will be given by Jay Nichols, Certified Audiologist and 

Ashley Reece from Affordable Hearing. A part of the program will 

be administering hearing tests and cleaning hearing aids for those 

who already have hearing aids. The testing opportunities will begin 

at 11:30 am and continue after the lunch and program. Marvin 

Daugherty will also briefly present an overseas tour of Scotland 

and Ireland. If you want to come and are not called by someone 

on the contact committee, please call the church office by 

February 3rd to put your name on the list of attenders. 

Jarvis Older Youth (JOY) Club 

Newsletter Submission 

Would you like to submit an 

article in the newsletter on how 

God is working in your life OR 

has someone in the church been 

a blessing to you? If interested, 

email jarvis.assist@gmail.com. 


