
  

Bird Notes by Rick Pyeritz 

 

“Workable solutions for Earth are urgently needed.  Saving seals and tigers, or fighting  

yet another oil pipeline through a wilderness area while laudable, 

is merely shuffling the deck chairs on the Titanic.” 

-anonymous 

“The Hawksbill Sea Turtle is over 100 million years old.   Should we require it to  

change its way to survive in today’s environment?” 

-common sense 

“Common sense is an endangered species.  Stupidity has taken over the 

world and unfortunately there is no known cure.” 

-Terry Tempest Williams 

 

While traveling to Louisville in the autumn of 1813, Audubon 

observed a large flock of Passenger Pigeons, Ectopistes 

migratorius, flying at about 60 miles per hour.  The flock 

continued to pass by for 3 days.  Audubon estimated the flock 

at around 1.2 billion individuals.  This estimate is in line with 

a flock estimated by Alexander Wilson at 2 billion birds.  

Indians had used these birds for food and correctly predicted 

the end of the Pigeon after observing the wanton, 

indiscriminate killing of these birds by the settlers.  Most of 

the birds were left to rot on the ground or hauled off in 

railroad cars to feed pigs.  By the 1880’s there were but a few 

thousand left.  The last one, named Martha (after Martha 

Washington), died in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914.  The 

Carolina Parakeet and Eskimo Curlew experienced a similar 

fate. 

By the late 19th century, people began to notice that there were much smaller flocks of birds 

around.  The largest American bird, the Whooping Crane, was down to a wild population of 16 

individuals by 1941.  Due to concerns about the decline in bird populations, the Audubon 

Society began to grow in strength and numbers and in advocacy.  Of special importance was the 

publication of Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring, which detailed the detrimental effects of 

pesticides on wildlife, especially birds of prey.  Our national symbol, the Bald Eagle, was in 

danger of becoming extinct. 

 

“The Control of Nature, is a phrase conceived in arrogance, born of the 

Neanderthal age of biology and philosophy, when it was supposed that  

nature exists for the convenience of man.” 

-Rachel Carson 

 

In 1966, Congress passed the Endangered Species Preservation Act (ESPA).  The Secretary of 

the Interior, the Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) were all involved with identifying and protecting endangered species on 

federal lands.  The Act also permitted buying habitat necessary for the preservation of species.  

Various amendments were added over the years, but Congress and President Nixon did not think 

that the EPA was strong enough to be effective and urged Congress to pass a stronger law. 

 

 



“It has only been in recent years that effort have been undertaken to list  

and protect those species of animals whose continued existence is in jeopardy. Starting with our 

national symbol, the bald eagle, we have expanded our concern over the extinction of these 

animals to include the present list of over 100. We have already found, however, that even the 

most recent act to protect endangered species, which dates only from 1966, simply does not 

provide the kind of management tools needed to act early enough to save a vanishing species.” 

-Richard Nixon 

 

“Nothing is more priceless and more worthy of protection than the rich array  

of animal life with which our country has been blessed.” 

-Richard Nixon 

 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 was passed by the Senate 92-0, and the House 390-

12.  Its long title was “An Act to provide for the conservation of endangered and threatened 

species of fish, wildlife and plants for other purposes”.  The other purpose was not only to 

protect species, but also the ecosystems, or critical habitats, upon which they depend. The Act 

was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court who found that “the plain intent of Congress in enacting 

the ESA was to halt and reverse the trend towards species extinction whatever the cost.” 

 

It is important to define the following terms from the ESA. 
 

Endangered means any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant 

portion of its range other than a species of the Class Insecta as determined by the Secretary to 

constitute a pest whose protection under the provisions of the Act would present an 

overwhelming and overriding risk to man. 
 

Threatened means any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the 

foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

 

Critical Habitat means: 

The specific areas within the geographical area occupied by the species, at the time it is listed, on 

which are found those physical or biological features: 

a. Essential to the conservation of the species, and 

b. Which may require special management considerations or protection, and 

c. Specific areas outside the geographical area occupied by the species at the time it is 

listed by the Secretary that such areas are essential for the conservation of the species 

(historic ranges) 

 

Now the most important questions.  Has the ESA been a success? If so, can it continue to be a 

success?  If not, can it be fixed?  The dark cloud on the horizon is a promised executive order 

by our President to defund the ESA.  Stay tuned for further reports on the future of the ESA. 

 

“Some people talk to animals,  

But not many listen though. 

That’s the problem.” 

-A.A.Milne 

Winnie-the-Pooh 

 

Questions, comments or suggestions for future topics---email me at eapyeritz@gmail.com. 
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