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A Note of Welcome  
 

Visitors 
We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us in-person or virtually via our streaming service, 
particularly if you are new to the area and searching for a church home. Please know that we consider your 
presence a gift to God and we appreciate your spiritual engagement with parish life during the pandemic 
both in-person and on-line.   
 
About today’s Worship service 
The liturgy as we have received it down the ages, is a recollection of God’s saving hand in history, an 
enactment of Christ’s presence in our midst, and an invitation to lay claim to future-oriented hope, healing 
and love even the midst of the pandemic.  
 
About Communion 
As we prepare to begin limited in-person Eucharistic gatherings you will notice that there are some changes 
to the way communion is administered, reflecting Bp. Dietsche’s specific guidelines. You will notice that 
communion is distributed in “one kind” (the bread only). It will be sometime before the cup is deemed safe 
to be re-introduced (the celebrant only, will receive the consecrated wine). You will also notice that the 
celebrant washes his hands with soap and water before distributing the bread, which is a robust and 
practical manifestation of the symbolic act of hand washing that takes place before the Eucharistic prayer 
begins. In addition to the use of soap and water, hand sanitizer will be applied by the celebrant before and 
during the distribution. As you will see, those receiving the consecrated host are also required to apply hand 
sanitizer beforehand, and to observe social distancing requirements before lowering their masks to consume 
the sacrament.  
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Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
All who enter the Sanctuary are encouraged to set a tone of quiet expectation for those who follow after. 
 

Prelude  “Choral Prelude on Wachet auf”     (“Sleepers, Wake”)      J. S. Bach 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Opening Sentences 
Celebrant:  Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People:     You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Advent Candle Lighting   Week I
  

Bidding prayers adapted from Times and Seasons, Services and Prayers for the Church of England. The collects 
for Advent composed by the leaders of REPAIR (Rivertowns Episcopal Parishes Action on Inclusion and Race). 
 
Please remain standing. 
 

Celebrant: 
People of God: Awake! 
 
The day is coming soon 
when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. 
God calls you out of darkness 
to walk in the light of his countenance. 
 
The candle is lit. 
 
O Lord, you first came among us as a child, helpless and in need.  Come now into our hearts, and teach us to 
care for the children of the world, for refugees from war, for orphans and for the dispossessed. 
 
Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ  
today and for ever.  Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise 
to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



 

 

 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah          [64:1-9] 

Please be seated. 
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence--  
as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil--  
to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  
From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived,  
no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him.  
You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways.  
But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  
We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
There is no one who calls on your name, 

or attempts to take hold of you;  
for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
we are all the work of your hand.  

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever.  
Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18             
Please stand. 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 



 

 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
A Reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians [1:3-9] 
Please be seated. 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may 
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand. 
 

The Gospel  
                   [13:24-37] 

Celebrant:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
People:   Glory to you, O Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

   the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

   and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 



 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send 
out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:    Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon          The Rev. Gareth C. Evans, Rector 
Please be seated after the bidding prayer. 

The Nicene Creed  
Please stand, turning towards the High Altar. 

 
We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.     

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 



 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
The Prayers of the People are composed by former parishioner David Laurence in collaboration with leaders of 
REPAIR. 
 
Please stand as able   

   
In this season of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Savior, we gather here as you taught us, 
to stand together and await your coming in confidence.   
Together, we pray: 
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
We pray for your church, its leaders and all people of faith.  We pray especially for Andrew, Allen, and Mary 
our bishops, for Gareth our rector, and for all members of this Christian community.   Help us come together as 
one Body in you, to be vessels of your healing peace for all the world.   
Together we pray:  
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
You sent us out into the world to bring your justice and peace to all peoples everywhere.  We pray for the 
leaders of our community, our state, and our nation. Guide them by your spirit, fill them with courage, and 
grant them the wisdom to govern all people in their care.  
Together we pray: 
 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
You first came among us as a child, helpless and in need.  We pray for all children who lack food, clothing, or 
shelter.  Come into our hearts, and teach us to care for the children of the world, for refugees from war and for 
children in poverty at home.   
Together we pray: 
 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
You came to welcome people of all nations, races, and backgrounds.  We pray for all people who suffer insult 
or injustice because of their race, their color, their religion, their gender, or their sexuality.  Enable us to be 
people who extend your loving welcome.  
Together we pray: 
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
You have called us to be your beloved community.  Grant us courage to speak boldly for justice and peace, set 
aside all bitterness and hatred, and strengthen us for compassionate service.  
Together we pray: 
 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

We remember all those who are sick, suffering, or in special need of your care.  We pray today especially for 
….   and those we now name silently or aloud.   



 

 

Together we pray: 
 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
We pray also for our family and friends who have died in the hope of resurrection.  We remember especially  
….  and those we now name silently or aloud.   
Together we pray: 
 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
The Celebrant concludes with an Advent Collect by Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church: 
 
Open our eyes, O Gracious God, and bless our Advent journey.  Enable us to look beyond the familiar and 
observe instead your presence before us and around us.  Remove the blinders of resentment and fear, and by 
your Spirit help us to see Jesus in the face of both friend and stranger, for your love’s sake.  Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Confession for Advent   
Please kneel, as able. 

Celebrant:  
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,  
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.   
Silence may be kept.  
 
All: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.   
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and 
serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace               p. 360  
Please stand, as able.  
 

Offertory Sentence  
Celebrant: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.  

 
Music at The Offertory      “Bereite dich, Zion” (“Prepare Thyself, Zion”)   J. S. Bach 

Sandra Summer-Parks, soprano 
 

Prepare thyself, Zion, with tender affection the purest, the dearest, this day to receive. Thou must greet Him with 
a heart of love overflowing; haste then, with passion the Bridegroom to welcome. Prepare thyself, Zion…. 

  from the Christmas Oratorio 
 
 

 



 

 

At the Presentation, Doxology 
All sing.    
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him all creatures here below;  
Praise him above ye heavenly host:   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving           Eucharistic Prayer B      Book of Common Prayer 
     
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:   And also with you. 
 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we 
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus       

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
 

The Celebrant continues:  
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 



 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer     
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant:  We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
All:   We who are many are one body, and we all share in the one bread.  
 
 
 



 

 

Agnus Dei     
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: grant us your peace.   

 
Celebrant:    The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Music at Communion   
           
Post Communion Prayer                                                                          p. 365 
Please kneel, as able. 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
All: God of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

The Announcements 
Please be seated. 

The Blessing 
Please stand. 

 
Celebrant:   Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing …  
 

Dismissal     
Celebrant:    As we await the coming of our Savior,  

go in the peace of Christ. 
People:   Thanks be to God.   

 
 

Postlude         “Choral Prelude on “Wachet auf”       Max Drsichner 

 
 

 
 
 X X X  

 



 

 

Music Notes 
 

This morning we hear a few works from the greatest master of music, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).  
The music of Bach is monumental – the Mass in B minor, the great preludes and fugues and choral preludes 
for organ, many cantatas, great quantities of orchestral music, and solo music and concerti for various 
instruments, and, true to form, these pieces here are filled with wonderful musical ideas. 
 
The organ prelude, “Wachet auf, rufts uns die stimme (“Sleepers, wake, calls the voice to us’) comes from the 
fourth movement of Cantata 140. In the cantata version the hymn tune is sung by the tenors of the choir 
accompanied by a perky melody, now quite famous. You will probably recognize it. This accompaniment 
becomes equally as important and delightful to hear as the choral tune. Bach himself later transcribed this 
choral movement for the organ alone. There are now many other arrangements of this music for piano, various 
solo instruments, and full orchestra.  If you remember the words of the choral, they refer to Christ as the 
Bridegroom – “Forth he comes, her Bridegroom glorious in strength of grace, in truth victorious.”  We find 
the same allusion to these words in the music at the offertory.  
 
The music at the offertory is from the Christmas Oratorio, which was composed by Bach in 1734. It was 
meant to be performed in church on one of the major feast days of the Christmas period – Christmas Day, the 
annunciation of the shepherds, the adoration of the shepherds, the naming of Jesus, the journey of the Magi, 
and the adoration of the Magi. A full performance of the piece takes nearly three hours.  
 
“Bereite dich, Zion” (“Prepare thyself, Zion”) of the oratorio comes from the part for Christmas Day.  Again, 
as in the organ prelude, there is a wonderfully independent lyrical melody in the accompaniment, while the 
soloist enters with commentary with still more melodic treatment. Bach does wonderful musical word 
painting, which is hard to perceive as you listen.  For example, at one point at the word “overflowing,” there 
are 6 measures of music devoted to this one word.  It is overflowing, indeed.  And again, we have the 
reference to Christ as the Bridegroom. This idea has come from the Book of Solomon, the Song of Songs, 
where Christ has been allegorically viewed as the bridegroom of the soul and of the church.   
 
The postlude was composed by Max Drischner (1891-1971), a German composer, church cantor, organist, 
and harpsichordist. When young, he studied theology for a time, but soon gave it up to study the organ, piano, 
and harpsichord at the Berlin Academy of Music. Throughout his life he had various positions at German 
churches and his choirs had great success. One of his harpsichord teachers was Wanda Landowska. 
(Landowska was one of the greats of the keyboard in her day and achieved huge success as a harpsichordist, 
becoming well known, even among the general public.) She was a great influence in his work. Drischner also 
had an association with Dr. Albert Schweitzer.  (Many people know Schweitzer for his medical missionary 
work in Africa, (sort of an original Doctors without Borders person) but he was also a very accomplished 
organist, who gave recitals and collaborated with Marcel Dupré to produce an edition of the complete organ 
works of Bach for the G. Schirmer Publishing Company.) Schweitzer, too, was a great inspiration in 
Drischner’s life.  Drischner’s composing is conservative in style and is wonderfully useful. It breaks no new 
ground but is nicely straightforward and direct. 
 
 

Donald Butt, Organist and Choir Master. 
 


