EARLY LEARNING COALITION OF PBC

JOIN US FOR WEEK 8 …

We want to start off by acknowledging your commitment to your
child’s education, after all – YOU are your child’s first teacher!
There are lots of fun and educational activities in this packet that you and
your child can complete at your own pace throughout these 8 weeks! Here
are some tips to help you get the most out of these activities:
1.

Pick activities that you know your child will enjoy. Children learn best when
they are interested in what they are doing.

2.

Don’t be afraid to get creative! If an activity calls for materials you don’t have,
feel free to replace with recyclable materials laying around the home.

3.

Ask questions! Talking to your children during the activities about what they are
enjoying will encourage them to use their words, think critically and will help them
learn new vocabulary words.

4.

Have fun! Let your child guide you in the activities. Let them talk about the things
that interest them and why. This encourages creativity and problem-solving skills.

THINGS PARENTS SHOULD DO THIS WEEK
Some simple ways to get your child comfortable with the idea of school:
 If you know where your child will go to kindergarten, start talking about the school by name: “What do
you think about going to Florida Elementary?”
 Build your child’s sense of identity as an elementary school student by identifying and incorporating the
school mascot into your conversations: “As a Florida Panther, you will learn how to...”
 Although you may not be able to visit your child’s elementary school building due to COVID-19 closures,
you can explain how elementary school buildings are set up by finding images online and discussing
them. You can talk about the cafeteria, library, and gymnasium, and what they might see in the hallways.
 Consider sharing some of your own memories from kindergarten, even if they are fuzzy by now, or less
than positive. If that’s the case, you can say, “I had a tough time because... but I learned to...”
Brainstorm with your child how they can make their kindergarten year the best learning experience.

REGISTRATION REMINDERS


Determine your child’s home school. The School District of Palm Beach County has updated
their website with the specific steps outlined below, for new families to follow in order to register
your child for school while school buildings are closed for the summer.
o

Parent/Guardian should go to the Find My School App on the School District website

o

Enter your home address to identify the elementary school assigned for your address

o

In the App, parent has the option to contact school by clicking “Request Registration Information.”

o

Registrar then emails the parent the registration packet in the appropriate language.

o

Parent and registrar communicate via email to collect required documentation.

*Registration Checklist from the School District requires the following for students who are new (Kindergarteners):
1.

Completed registration form (PBSD 0636)

2.

Proof of residence.

3.

Record of immunization.

4.

Record of physical.

5.

Proof of birth (birth certificate, passport, religious record).

6.

Additional helpful documents, information from previous school.
Full details/information, please visit palmbeachschools.org/students_parents/student_registration



Consider any needed financial assistance, including after-school options. The Early
Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County offers free, unbiased, personalized information, on
after-school programs and providers in the area – including financial assistance. Customized,
confidential after-school results may be requested by calling us at (561) 514-3300.



Start your school routine early. To reduce stress and get used to new routines adjust new
bedtimes or wake up times a few weeks before school begins. Routines are comforting for us
and for children. Read a soothing bedtime story every night to help your child fall asleep with
comforting thoughts. Do not watch the news or violent programs in the evening.

Flower Power
Activity: Children will use measurement vocabulary and comparative terminology (e.g., shorter and taller) as they compare flowers
of varying heights, with teacher support.
Objective

Children will use measurement vocabulary and comparative terminology with teacher support and multiple experiences over time.
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking
V.F.2. Identifies measurable attributes such as length and weight and solves problems by
making direct comparisons of objects.
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds
Procedures

Materials Needed
Flowers (real or artificial), at least two per childAn
upright container to hold the flowers (e.g., flower pot,
bucket, oatmeal container)

Checking for Understanding
Children will demonstrate their understanding of
the lesson by:
identifying and naming which flower is taller and
which flower is shorter, comparing two flowers
to determine which is tall(er) and which is
short(er).

Review the following vocabulary terms or concepts:
Height – refers to how tall something is. Usually the terms tall (taller, tallest) and short
(shorter, shortest) are used when discussing and measuring height. Note: The term long
(longer, longest) should only be used when comparing the length of an object.
Tall – reaching or growing to an above average height.

Short – not tall; having little or relatively little height.
Cut the stems of the flowers so that there are flowers of different heights.
Lesson
1. Choose a tall flower and short flower to use as you explain the concepts of tall and short

to the children (e.g., As you show the children the tall flower, you might say, “This flower is
tall.” As you show the children the short flower, you might say, “This flower is short.).

Scaffolding
-Put flowers cut to at least three different
heights, in order (seriate) from tallest to
shortest, using measurement vocabulary and
comparative terminology (e.g., tall, taller,
tallest and short, shorter, shortest).
-Provide additional support to children by
following up with other objects to compare
(e.g., pencils, crayons, blocks, people in
pictures, etc.)

VPK ACTIVITY PLANS

Flower Power
Activity: Children will use measurement vocabulary and comparative terminology (e.g., shorter and taller) as they compare flowers
of varying heights, with teacher support.
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking
V.F.2. Identifies measurable attributes such as length and weight and solves problems by making direct comparisons of objects.
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds

Procedures –Continued

2. Choose two flowers with different heights and place them side by side in front of the children. As you point to the tall flower then to the
short flower, you might say, “This flower is taller than this flower.” As you point to the short flower then to the tall flower, you might say, “This
flower is shorter than this flower.”
3. Then, using the same two flowers, ask, “Which flower is taller?” Children can respond individually or in unison.
4. Then, using the same two flowers, ask, “Which flower is shorter?” Children can respond individually or in unison.
5. Ask each child to choose two flowers with varying heights from the upright container. Allow children to handle and explore their two flowers
for a few minutes.
6. Go around the table and ask each child, “Which flower is taller?” and “Which flower is shorter?”

7. Give the children multiple opportunities to compare two flowers and use the terms taller and shorter. Encourage the children to state, “This
flower is taller than this flower.” and “This flower is shorter than this flower.”

VPK ACTIVITY PLANS

Diagonal, Horizontal, and Vertical
Activity: The teacher will introduce new vocabulary words (e.g., diagonal, horizontal, and vertical), with pictures that represent
each word. Children will identify and sort the pictures of objects with a diagonal, horizontal, and vertical orientation.
Objective

The child will understand and tell the difference between the orientation terms (e.g., diagonal, horizontal, and vertical).
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking
V.E.1. Describes relationships between objects and locations with words and gestures by
constructing models to demonstrate an understanding of proximity (beside, next to, between, below, over and under).
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds
Procedures

1. Before you begin the lesson, create the table below. Use the markers to draw the chart
and write the orientation terms on the poster board. Cut out the pictures of the arrows
(e.g., diagonal, horizontal, and vertical) and glue each one onto an index card. (You may
choose to laminate the poster and arrow picture cards to make them more durable.) Place
a piece of Velcro above each orientation term on the poster and on the back of each arrow
picture card. Attach five pieces of Velcro below each orientation term on the poster. (Note:
Velcro works best if the poster and picture cards are laminated.)

Materials Needed
Realistic pictures of diagonal, horizontal, and
vertical objects
Poster board
Markers
Velcro or tape
Index cards (4 x 6)
Glue stick
Checking for Understanding
Children will demonstrate their understanding of
the lesson by:
identifying and sorting pictures of objects with a
diagonal , horizontal and vertical orientation.

Scaffolding
-Use real objects instead of picture cards to show
the meaning of diagonal, horizontal, and vertical.

VPK ACTIVITY PLANS

Diagonal, Horizontal, and Vertical
Activity: The teacher will introduce new vocabulary words (e.g., diagonal, horizontal, and vertical), with pictures that represent
each word. Children will identify and sort the pictures of objects with a diagonal, horizontal, and vertical orientation.
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking
V.E.1. Describes relationships between objects and locations with words and gestures by constructing models to demonstrate an understanding
of proximity (beside, next to, between, below, over and under).
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds

Procedures –Continued

2. Cut out the remaining picture cards and glue them onto the index cards. (You may choose to laminate the picture cards to make them more
durable.) Attach a piece of Velcro or tape to the back of each picture card. (Note: Velcro works best if the picture cards are laminated.)
3. Explain to the children that they are going to learn three new words.
4. Show the diagonal arrow and say, “Our first word is ‘diagonal’. Say, ‘diagonal’. (Wait for the children to respond.) Yes, that’s right ‘diagonal’.
(Place the diagonal arrow above the word ‘diagonal’ on the poster.) Now, I am going to show you some pictures of objects that are diagonal.”
Show children the other picture card examples of diagonal.
5. Show the horizontal arrow and say, “Our second word is ‘horizontal’. Say, ‘horizontal’. (Wait for the children to respond.) Yes, that’s right
‘horizontal’. (Place the horizontal arrow above the word ‘horizontal’ on the poster.) Now, I am going to show you some pictures of objects that
are horizontal.” Show children the other picture card examples of horizontal.
6. Show the vertical arrow and say, “Our third word is ‘vertical’. Say, ‘vertical’. (Wait for the children to respond.) Yes, that’s right ‘vertical’.
(Place the vertical arrow above the word ‘vertical’ on the poster.) Now, I am going to show you some pictures of objects that are vertical.” Show
children the other picture card examples of vertical.
7. After the children have seen all of the picture cards, explain that now you will play a sorting game.
8. Pass out a picture card to each child. Ask the children to look at their picture card and decide if it shows an object that is diagonal, horizontal, or vertical. Have the children choose which arrow their picture card should go under on the poster. Allow each child to put his/her picture
card on the poster.
9. Repeat step eight until all of the picture cards have been sorted.
VPK ACTIVITY PLANS

THANK YOU FOR JOINING…
1630 South Congress Avenue, Suite 300
Palm Springs, Florida 33461

A Special Invitation For:

Week 1 (June 8 - June 12)
Week 2 (June 15 – June 19)
Week 3 (June 22 - June 26)
Week 4 (June 29 - July 3)
Week 5 (July 6 - July 10)
Week 6 (July 13 - July 17)
Week 7 (July 20 - July 24)
Week 8 (July 27 - July 31)

Packet Topic

Parent Chat (Thursdays @ 6 PM)

Gross Motor
Language
Cognitive
Social-Emotional
Gross Motor
Fine Motor
Language
Cognitive

Listening and Responding to Children
Positive Discipline
Structure, Limits and Consistency
Family Engagement – Helping Your Child Succeed in School!
Fostering Your Child’s Learning Style
Screen Time – The Do’s and Don’ts
First Day of School – The Do’s and Don’ts
Parent-Teacher Conferences – What To Know

