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Yu-Jei Yen 閻昱潔
Sitting on the Unsettling
Cotton, Linen, Acrylic yarn, Wires, 2023. Dimension variable
Courtesy of the artist

Sitting on the Unsettling is a hand-made crocheted sculpture collection. It reflects the polarization and global political tension dividing people and sacrificing peace. The project aims to reflect the process of transcending division and turning it into acceptance. Each three-dimensional textile represents a stage of collective consciousness. The Sitting on the Unsettling series has five works with different themes, among which we only show Conflict and Grief:

History/ Memory is the lesson that is tucked in the past.
Conflict/ Division is the community rage we have been exposed to.
Distort/ Debris is the dreadful result of the era of polarization. 
Feminism/ Fluid is the light breeze from the field.
Grief/ Acceptance is the reconciliation we desperately seek. 

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and right-doing, / There is a field. I’ll meet you there.”-Sufi Philosopher Rumi. 
____________________________________________________________
Yu-Jei Yen is a New York-based Taiwanese fiber artist with comprehensive knowledge of textiles. She specializes in three-dimensional handmade crochet sculpting and knitting engineering. Navigating the complexities of her Taiwanese heritage, Yen explores political conflict and social justice through her soft sculptures. While she has honed her technical background, she works intuitively as she free-handedly crafts intimate structures that convey unsettling emotions in this polarized era. Yen completed an MFA in Textiles from Parsons at The New School, where she was awarded departmental honors. She created a custom wearable artwork for musician Doja Cat, for the 2023 VMA red carpet. Yen has shown works throughout New York City, including at Thomas VanDyke Gallery, New York Textiles Month, Parsons Benefit Event, and NYCxDesign and NeoCon in Chicago.
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