Foreword
By Patrick Huang, Co-founder of TAAC

The season changes but don’t forget the sunflower.

Looking back on Taiwan's Sunflower Movement 10 years afterwards, the most striking
result was that Taiwan’s so-called “Quiet Revolution" finally blossomed for the first time.
Less than two years later, Tsai Ing-wen won the presidential election, bringing
unprecedented changes to Taiwan. The series of revolutionary changes we witnessed
made the Quiet Revolution finally worthy of its name.

The Quiet Revolution began as early as 1988 when Lee Teng-Hui came to power,
determined to introduce democracy to Taiwan. He instituted popular elections, but this
is not the same as establishing democracy. Taiwan went through three presidents, two
changes of the ruling party over the ensuing quarter of a century.

However, it was not until the Sunflower Movement on March 18, 2014 that real change
came to Taiwan. Before the movement, Taiwan was actually neither “quiet” nor
“revolutionary.” The party-state system remained the same; uncivilized jungle politics
continued as usual; successive governments were either unwilling or powerless to effect
meaningful reforms. Even the political elites were the same old, lifeless bunch. This was
a country skipped by the spring and its fresh breeze.

Fortunately, the young people of Sunflower awakened the sleeping God of Spring. The
craze they set off to control their destiny and save the country swept across Taiwan. Not
only did they help the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) return to power, but they
also in one fell swoop broke down the dominance in Congress that the Kuomintang
(KMT) had engineered since 1949. The DPP has become the largest party in Congress.
For the first time in history, it had the power to lead changes. And did President Tsai
Ing-wen ever disappoint? She took full advantage of the opportunity, leading a very
capable and determined government that allowed Taiwan to stand up and stand out in
the world. She has tirelessly transformed Taiwan society into a completely new look,
and achieved a peaceful revolution that lives up to its name.

Unfortunately, none of the peers of the Sunflower in other countries were as lucky or
fared as well. They included the Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong (2014), the
Independence Square Movement in Ukraine (2013), the Chilean Winter Student
Movement (2013), the Arab Spring Movement (2010). The checkered records of their
struggle, from having some measured success to being totally crushed, mean that we
must continue to stand bravely with them, care for them and help them without
hesitation. But this uneven result also in many ways testifies to the unique Goldilocks-
like national character of Taiwan, including restraint and tolerance on the part of the
ruling and opposition parties and society at large. These characteristics are currently



being displayed in all aspects, making Taiwan stand out in the world and becoming a
recognized force for good, even leaving China, which is deliberately trying to blockade
and suppress Taiwan, feeling desperate and helpless.

In this age of misinformation, critics with ulterior motives are vilifying the young people
of Sunflower as misbehaved children and despising them as brats. The truth instead is
we owe them gratitude and a warm hug! Let us stand together, raise our voices, cheer
them and thank them for changing and saving Taiwan! They are the true heroes and the
pride of the Taiwanese people!

To all friends of freedom, democracy and human rights, | say seasons change and so
do we, but whatever you do, Never Forget the Sunflower!
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