
Most of us have heard the “thud” of a 
bird crashing into one of our windows. 
Most collisions are not as obvious as 
the one above of a Mourning Dove.  

See-thr ough  Wherever birds can see 
habitat or sky through glass, such as windows 
opposite one another (above), glass walkways, 
sunrooms, glass enclosed porches, etc., the 
result can be lethal. This is one time where 
closing blinds can be very e�ective in 
preventing collisions. 

T he Problem 
Windows in our homes kill hundreds 
of millions of birds every year. One 
milli on a day is the low estimate! 

R efl ections  Birds see habitat and open 
sky reflected on our windows. Almost any 
glass can act like a perfect mirror under 
certain lighting conditions. Deceived by 
the reflection, they crash into the solid 
glass trying to reach what they see. 

SAD  FAC T S: 

�� Up to 50% of bird-window collisions leave 
no evidence at all. 

�� Many of the birds that fly away, likely die 
later of their injuries. 

��
internal injuries which can take days to 
kill them. They do not break their necks. 

�� If a collision kills a parent bird, the young 
will most likely also die. 

�� Window collisions kill both the fit and 
unfit, risking weakening the gene pool. 

�� This is all preventa ble if people took 
action at their own homes.  

W hy collisions happen 
Collisions occur for two main reasons:  
R efl ections and the “ see-thr ough” e�ect. 

Wh at we are doing  

The B ir d-wi ndow Colli sion Wo r ki ng 
Gr oup (B CWG ) is actively reaching out to 
our communities to educate the public 
about the serious threat windows pose to 
our birds and how to prevent collisions. 

B etween 365 milli on to one billi on 
colli sions annually  in the USA. This is 
perhaps the leading human-caused  avian 
mortality our birds face on a daily basis. 

Making your Windows 
Safer for Birds 

Designed and produced by the 
Bird-window Collision Working Group  (BCWG), 

a collaboration between:   

The Acopian Center for Ornithology, Muhlenberg College, 
Lehigh Valley Audubon Society, Wyncote Audubon Society, 

and Audubon Pennsylvania. 

F or  mor e infor mation visit: 

   

BIRD SAFE  HOMES 

A collaboration between the Acopian Center for Ornithology, 
Muhlenberg College, Lehigh Va lley Audubon Society, Wyncote 
Audubon Society, and Audubon Pennsylvania. 
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Products Available Locally 
Remember the 2” x 4” rule! 

 

For more product information and to hear from the experts, visit 
American Bird Conservancy 

https://abcbirds.org/threat/bird-strikes/ 

 

Sign up for ABC's Glass Collisions eNews to learn how you can help protect birds! 
 

Glass Collisions  
Effective and Attractive Ways to Make Building Windows Safe for Birds  
Homeowner Products  
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https://abcbirds.org/threat/bird-strikes/
https://abcbirds.salsalabs.org/signup-collisions/index.html
https://abcbirds.org/glass-collisions/resources/
https://abcbirds.org/blog20/make-windows-safe?omhide=true&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=721f995c-5161-4028-9e41-3f37f9630b31&eType=CommSeriesComponent&eId=fa0c00e4-540e-411f-b228-141f603afbaa
https://abcbirds.org/glass-collisions/stop-birds-hitting-windows/


 

Backyard Birds 
2698 Highland Dr, Salt Lake City, UT 84106 

801-467-7222 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
1967 E Murray Holladay Rd, Salt Lake City, UT 84117 

801-467-7222 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feather Friendly 
$19.99 or $49.99 for 3-pack (covers 30x80 window) 

  



 

Wild About Birds Nature Center 
1986 N Hill Field Rd #7B, Layton, UT 84041 

801-779-2473 

 

  

Whispering Windows are white. They work because of the contrast between white decals and 
the dark reflections. Whispering Windows® are unobtrusive but not invisible. Decals are printed 
on clear static cling film, the images are not cut to the shape of the design. This encourages a 
better cling and lasts longer. Decals are printed on sheet sizes of 4 x 4 inches and 4 x 6 inches. 
Each package includes two each of four white designs. 

$7.99 per package of 8. 
  



 

Crafts for Kids from the Humane Society of the United States 
 

Cut a piece of string long enough to hang 3/4 of 
the way down a window. Cut multiple 8-12” 
strips of shiny foil or wrapping paper 

1. Tie the string around a pinecone (or other 
lightweight object that won’t damage the glass 
on a windy day) 

2. Tie strips of foil at intervals along the string 

3. Using duct tape, a cup hook or a thumbtack, 
hang the string outside the window. For wide 
windows, make a few strings and hang them four 
inches part. 
 
https://www.humanesociety.org/news/your-best-
craft 
 
* You might not want to use the pine cones. They’ll 
weight the string but will be noisy in the wind and 
could possibly damage a window. Heavy string or 
paracord should work fine without weighting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Remember the 2x4 rule! 
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