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GATHERING        
Note: Congregational responses in bold type. 
WELCOME TO THIS WORSHIP CELEBRATION of the living Christ’s presence in our 
midst. Christ comes to us with new life and strength for Christian living in daily life 
through the hearing of the Word, preaching, prayer, song, and community. 
 
PRELUDE        
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
  



Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG      God Loved the World       Hymn 323 
                             v. 1 & 2 

 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to 
be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly 
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC        Freely, Freely         Owens 
             Joy & Tom Olson, Duet 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING:  GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16               OT 12 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God 
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no 
child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name 
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, 
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant 
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on 
his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
  



The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
  
PSALM:  PSALM 22:23-31 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 
 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 
the LORD‘s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 
SECOND READING:  ROMANS 4:13-25              NT 135 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship 
with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah 
were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what 
God had promised to accomplish. 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 



  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did 
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as 
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      Return to the Lord              Page 142 



 
GOSPEL:  MARK 8:31-38                     NT 38 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first 
time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of 
the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
SERMON                      Rev. Jason Talsness 
 
Please stand. 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY     O Jesus, I Have Promised      HYMN 810 
                           v. 1 & 2 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 



 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response after each prayer:  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Response at end:  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  



PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                        Page 154 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 
Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION 
(Communion will be distributed by Pastor Talsness.  For those who prefer grape juice, please indicate that to Pastor 
when he approaches your row.) 
 
Please stand. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 



SENDING 
PASTORAL BENEDICTION               
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG       O Christ, Our Hope         Hymn 604 
Follows on the next page.                      v. 1 & 3 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37016. 
 
Permission to reprint and stream music is granted under ONE LICENSE #A-729969.  All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to reprint and stream music is granted under CCLI LICENSES #20984671 AND #20984664.  All rights 
reserved. 



 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given today by Pat Cooper to the sovereignty and faithfulness of 
God and by Diane Munroe in loving memory of Jack Munroe. 
 
THE ETERNAL CANDLE is given this month by Pattye & Clarke Field in celebration 
of life & all its blessings. 
 
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP: 6:00 pm Wednesday 
We will offer midweek worship on Wednesdays in Lent. The 30- minute service will be 
in the Sanctuary with 3 hymns, a sermon, and prayer. The theme is "Empowered By 
Prayer." Unfortunately, there will be no livestreaming of this service. No reservations are 
necessary, just come as you are. Here are some of the sermon titles: 
February 24 The Ultimate Prayer: Thanksgiving, Prayer and Adoration 
March 3 The Disoriented Prayer – Lament 
March 10 The Prayer of Need – Petition 
March 24 – The Most Frequent Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer 
 
A NOTE ABOUT SUNDAY YOUTUBE RECORDINGS 
We have been aware of diminished sound quality on the livestream and recording via 
YouTube. To resolve this problem, we are trying some new video software. Last Sunday 
the sound problems seem to have been resolved. However, the new software cannot be 
uploaded as quickly to YouTube. So, if you miss the livestream, the recorded version of 
the service may not be accessible until noon on Sunday. In other words, livestreaming 
has been improved, but to watch the recording later, it may not be up before noon on 
Sundays.  
 
MESSIAH READS BOOK GROUP 
The book for March is Becoming Mrs. Lewis.  More details to come. 
  



LENT PRAYER GUIDE AVAILABLE 
Pastor Talsness has written a prayer guide for Lent. For each day of Lent there is a theme, 
scripture, and a prayer focus.  Pick up a hard copy from the Narthex table. 
 
LENTEN HUNGER WALK 
This week the “focus” of your walk is to say a prayer. During 
your walk, try to be intentional in doing this task. Ask God to 
be with you as you walk. Enjoy your time!  
 
EASTER LILIES AND CALADIUMS 2021 
Lent is here, and Easter is just a few weeks away. To celebrate 
Easter, Messiah’s Sanctuary will be brimming with Easter lilies 
and caladiums. We invite you to give a lily or a caladium in 
honor or memory of a loved one. The dedications will be listed 
in the Easter bulletin. The cost is $13 per plant. To order, please pick up an envelope 
from the stand next to the entrance to the Sanctuary or on the table in the Narthex, fill in 
the form, enclose your check, and return it to the Church Office or in the offering plate 
by March 22. 
 
DONATE YOUR PLASTIC BAGS 
The PLARNERS need more bags!!! Please gather them up (ask your neighbors) and 
bring them to the church! We have an active Wednesday group that needs to stay 
busy!  This helps the environment and is a great gift to the homeless of Savannah.   
 
SECOND HARVEST 

For the month of March, we are collecting PEANUT BUTTER 
 
  



 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
  

Ministers The People of Messiah 
Pastor Jason Talsness 
Pastor Emeritus James Peper 
Presiding Bishop ELCA Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Bishop, SE Synod ELCA Kevin Strickland 
Organist Diane Boyd 
Choral Director Mary Maner 

Altar Guild Pat Cooper 

Reader Marcia Stinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

MILESTONES THIS WEEK 
 

Birthdays:  Diane Munroe 03/1, Robert Felkins 03/1 
 

Anniversaries:  None 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

REMINDERS FOR THIS TIME OF COVID-19 
 
If you are ill, have a fever, or have potentially been exposed to COVID-19 in the past two 
weeks, please stay home.  If you cannot follow these requirements, enjoy the taped 
worship service at home. 
• Please always wear a mask. 
• Hand sanitizer will be available outside, in the Narthex and in the pews. 
• Keep your physical distance: 

o Follow the markers outside. 
o Greet people outside.  No handshakes or hugs. 
o No socializing inside. 

• Place your offering in the offering plates on stands as you enter the Sanctuary. 
• Sit in your reserved seat.  An usher will accompany to your seat, and your bulletin will 

be in your seat. 
• Pew materials have been removed. 
• Although there will be music, please do not sing.   
• Speak the responses softly. 
• If Holy Communion is served, there will be a special process for distribution. 
• We will not pass the peace. 
• Pastor Jason will coordinate dismissal by rows beginning at the rear of the Sanctuary. 
• You are welcome to bring a water bottle. 
• There is no coffee social, and all meeting rooms are closed.  
• Restrooms are open, but please use them one person or family at a time. 
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