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GATHERING 

NOTE: Congregational Responses in Bold Type 

WELCOME TO THIS WORSHIP CELEBRATION of the living Christ’s presence in 
our midst. Christ comes to us with new life and strength for Christian living in 
daily life through the hearing of the Word, preaching, prayer, song, and 
community. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE      Leaning on the Everlasting Arms        Kim 
           Mary Woodard-Thompson, Pianist 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
full of compassion and mercy, 
abounding in steadfast love. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, 
the work of your hands. 
Forgive us all our offenses, 
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
By your grace draw us near to you, 
our refuge and our strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Since we are justified by faith, 



we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
In the mercy of almighty God, 
Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 
and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     Now Thank We All Our God     Hymn 840 

Follows on the next page.                    v. 1 & 2 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. 
Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, 
that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING:  Job 38:1-7. 34-41               OT 447 
At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause 
of the great suffering Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, 
which is a grand vision of creation, describing God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting 
Job to marvel at its beauty. 
1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
 3Gird up your loins like a man, 
  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 
 4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
  Tell me, if you have understanding. 
 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
  Or who stretched the line upon it? 
 6On what were its bases sunk, 
  or who laid its cornerstone 
 7when the morning stars sang together 
  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 
 34“Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 
  so that a flood of waters may cover you? 
 35Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 
  and say to you, ‘Here we are’? 
 36Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, 
  or given understanding to the mind? 



 37Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? 
  Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 
 38when the dust runs into a mass 
  and the clods cling together? 
 
 39“Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 
  or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
 40when they crouch in their dens, 
  or lie in wait in their covert? 
 41Who provides for the raven its prey, 
  when its young ones cry to God, 
  and wander about for lack of food?” 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 90:12-17 
So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12) 
 12So teach us to number our days 
  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? 
  Be gracious to your servants.   
 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 
  so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 
  and as many years as we suffered adversity. 
 16Show your servants your works, 
  and your splendor to their children. 
 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 
  prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.  
  



SECOND READING:  Hebrews 4:12-16                NT 194 
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely 
accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, be-
cause he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to re-
ceive divine mercy from Christ. 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all 
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
 
  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Je-
sus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every 
respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 10:13-16                  NT 40 
Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes.  
  



The Holy Gospel according to Mark   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and 
the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 
said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, 
laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
SERMON                   Rev. Jason Talsness 
 
Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds     Hymn 620 
Follows on the next page.                       v. 1 & 2 
 



 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response after each prayer:    Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Response at end:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                       Page 154 
 
SENDING 

PASTORAL BENEDICTION               
May God, whose power working in us, 
grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
  



SENDING SONG     The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve    Hymn 551 
                        v. 1 & 4 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       How Firm a Foundation       Robertson 
          Mary Woodard-Thompson, Pianist 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37016. 
 



New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to reprint and stream music is granted under ONE LICENSE #A-729969.  All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to reprint and stream music is granted under CCLI LICENSES #20984671 AND #20984664.  All rights 
reserved. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given: 

• by Lynn & Ken McLauchlan dedicated to all who have been called home by God, 
“To God Be the Glory.” 

• by Connie Squibb in memory of my dad, Carr Baldwin, and in honor of my mom, 
Ethel Baldwin, and their 64 years together. 

•  
THE ETERNAL CANDLE is given by Terri & Terry Breyman in loving memory of 
Terri Breyman's mother, Exie McPherson. 
 
NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY TOPIC 
BEGINNING IN NOVEMBER 
The group will begin a new Bible Study on November 1st and conclude on December 
6th. It is Advent of the Savior, LifeGuide Bible Studies.  These six studies are designed 
to help us prepare for Advent and Christmas. The season of Advent begins on Sunday, 
November 28th and continues until December 29th. In the hopes that you will get a 
fresh vision of the coming of Christ, these six different angles from which to view the 
birth of Christ are covered—the perspective of his parents, his aunt and uncle, shep-
herds doing a day's work, a far-off Magi, and nearby despots—even the perspective of 
the prophets who preceded him by centuries. We meet every Monday morning from 
10:00 a.m. to about 11:15 a.m. Please let Randi VenHuizen (402-216-3067 or 
randiv1026@gmail.com) know if you’d like to join us on our pilgrimage to Advent. 
This will be our last study for 2021.  
  

mailto:randiv1026@gmail.com


OCTOBER OUTREACH 
COLLECTING FOR THE HOMELESS 

The Outreach Team is doing the jacket/coat drive and a 
sleeping bag/blanket drive during October. The collected 
items will be donated to Savannah's people in need. The box 
will be in the Narthex for "gently worn jackets, coats, blan-
kets, sleeping bags" or brand-new ones.  

 
SECOND HARVEST  
October's foods are coffee, tea, Coffee Mate, and sugar. 
 

 
Pastor Talsness welcomed new members on Sunday, October 3, 2021.  They are (left to 

right): Nicole Sennett & Mike Wilczynski and their son A.J., Alison McVeigh, Lisa 
Oswald, and Claire Cornell-Williams. 

  



 
In September, Messiah’s Ladies Fellowship event was dinner at Your Pie in Sandfly.  At-

tendees are (left to right):  Randi VenHuizen, Lisa Oswald, Barbara Johnson, Pattye 
Field, Eve Wells, Alison McVeigh, Jane Holst, and Karen Dreger.   



 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 
 

Ministers The People of Messiah 
Pastor 
Pastor Emeritus 
Presiding Bishop ELCA 
Bishop, SE Synod ELCA 

 Jason Talsness 
James Peper 

Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Kevin Strickland 

Organist  Diane Boyd 
Choral Director Mary Woodard-Thompson 
Altar Guild Layne Rabold and Marcia Stinson 
Reader Marcia Stinson 

Ushers John Duren, George Lawrence, and Ron Maner  

Evangelism Greeters Pattye & Clarke Field 

Audio Visual Ken McLauchlan 
 

  

MILESTONES THIS WEEK: 
 

Birthdays:  Fred Buck 10/12, Diane Boyd 10/13  
 

Anniversaries: Randi & Brad VenHuizen 10/14 



CHURCH COUNCIL 2021 
 

POSITION NAME PHONE EMAIL 
Pastor Jason Talsness 770.570-7407 skidawaypastorj@gmail.com 

Education & Discipleship 
Terri Breyman, 
Secretary 

703.216.6423 tbreyman2@gmail.com 

Evangelism (Membership) Ron Maner 423.863.1912 rjmaner@aol.com 

Finance 
Ken McLauchlan, 
Vice-President 

443.994.0420 kenmcl@me.com 

Parish Life (Social & TLC) Milda Blaney 912.247.6898 mildablaney@gmail.com 
Property Tim Andrews 612.868.5222 timandrews1114@comcast.net 
Social Ministry (Outreach) Amanda Ridberg 203.273.4827 aprestoridberg@gmail.com 
Staff Support/HR/Mutual 
Ministry 

Jim Dawson 914.500.7443 jdawson165@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
(Contributions) 

Clarke Field 912.660.5141 chfieldjr@gmail.com 

Treasurer Steve Voss 630.881.1156 steve.voss1@gmail.com 

Worship & Music 
Katharine Marshall, 
President 

610.413.0048 katharine.marshal@gmail.com 
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. 

.WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

REMINDERS FOR THIS TIME OF COVID-19 
 
If you are ill, have a fever, or have potentially been exposed to COVID-19 in the past 
two weeks, please stay home.  If you cannot follow these requirements, enjoy the live-
streamed or taped worship service at home. 
 
• Mask-wearing is required. Please note that the CDC is now recommending that 

even vaccinated people in communities with lower vaccination rates do this. 
• Hand sanitizer is available in the Narthex and in the pews. 
• Keep your physical distance. 
• Place your offering in the offering plate on the stand as you enter the Sanctuary. 
• Seat reservations are required so that you are socially distanced. 
• Pew materials have been removed. 
• Holy Communion is being served by a special distribution process. 
• We will not pass the peace. 
• You are welcome to bring a water bottle. 
• The Nursery remains closed. 
• Fellowship Hour will not follow worship in Fellowship Hall for now. 
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