
About the project: 
 
When I posted the video on Facebook, I wrote that COVID-19 is forcing a lot of people to 
drastically adjust how we go about our lives and for musicians that is no different. For myself, 
the adjustment had an added tinge of deep frustration to go along with it because all of the 
University's live musical productions were cancelled, my own senior recital included. I had 
wanted some trumpet ensemble work on my senior recital, and Dr. Edelbrock's arrangement of 
America the Beautiful gave me the opportunity to play with the people I've had the most fun 
collaborating with throughout my years playing trumpet. Even when you’re spread over 2450 
miles, you can find hope and joy out of our collective situation and make lemonade out of the 
lemons that COVID-19 gave to all of us. All of the recordings were made on equipment we 
already owned, and were then edited by SSgt Benjamin Aird, USMC. 
 
-Steven Blake, GMU 2020 
 
 
About the Artists 
 
Benjamin Aird 
The video itself features the mixing, editing, and trumpet playing of Staff Sergeant Benjamin 
Aird of the US Marine Drum and Bugle Corps. He holds an Bachelors degree in Music Business 
from Boise State University, and is currently working towards a Masters in Music Production 
from the Berklee School of Music. 
 
Steven Blake 
Steven Blake is an upcoming class of 2020 Graduate of George Mason University. He will be 
graduating with a Bachelors of Music in Trumpet Performance. Prior to GMU, he served four 
years with the USMC Drum and Bugle Corps. After graduation, he hopes to re-enter military 
service with one of the Premier Military Ensembles based in Washington, DC. 
 
Derek Hessing 
Derek Hessing is an upcoming graduate of Ithaca College in Ithaca, NY, where he will attain a 
Bachelors of Science in Athletic Training. He also holds a Bachelors of Music Education from 
Drake University in Des Moines, IA, and previously served in the USMC Drum and Bugle Corps. 
This fall, he will be commissioned in the US Army as he enters the Army-Baylor Doctor of 
Physical Therapy Graduate Program. 
 
Justin Roman 
Justin Roman is a freelance musician based in Nampa, ID. He studied Trumpet Performance at 
Boise State University under Prof. Marcellus Brown. He was also a gigging musician in the 
Phoenix, AZ area, specializing in Jazz and Commercial playing. 
 
 
 



Nicholas Sheehan 
Nicholas Sheehan is a freelance musician and current student at George Mason University. At 
GMU, he has performed with the Mason Jazz Ensemble, Brass Ensemble, and his own student 
brass quintet. He hopes to continue his studies once the lockdown is over, with a possible eye 
towards a future as a gigging jazz trumpeter. 
 
Camas Stredder 
Camas Stredder is a trumpet teacher and freelance musician in the Washington, DC 
metropolitan area. She holds a Bachelors in Music Performance (Trumpet) from Boise State 
University and a Masters in Music Performance from the Indiana University, where she served 
as the Associate Instructor of Trumpet.  
 


