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PROGRAM

Hungarian Dance No. 6 in Db Major
Andante in F from Clavier Sonata in D Minor
Hungarian Dance No. 2 in D Minor

Waltz from Masquerade

Porgy and Bess (Fantasy for Two Pianos)
Introduction
“My Man’s Gone Now”
“It Ain’t Necessarily So”
“Clara, Don’t You Be Down-Hearted”
“Strawberry Call”
“Summertime”
“Oh, I Can’t Sit Down”
“Bess, You Is My Woman Now”
“Oh, I Got Plenty O’ Nuttin”
“Oh Lawd, I'm On My Way”

Prelude to Fugalunacy
Composed for Linda Apple Monson and
Anna Balakerskaia in 2012

Tres Romances Argentinos
I. Las Ninas

Liebertango

Scaramouche, Op. 165b
I11. Brazileira

Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)

J.S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)

Aram Khachaturian
(1903-1978)

George Gershwin (1898-1937)
arr. Percy Grainger (1882-1961)

Glenn Smith
(b. 1946)

Carlos Guastavino
(1912-2000)

Astor Piazzolla
(1921-1992)

Darius Milhaud
(1892-1974)

Linda Apple Monson and Anna Balakerskaia, duo-piano



MEET THE ARTISTS

Dr. Anna Balakerskaia is a “consistently thrilling pianist” (Judy Gruber, Washington
Post) whose expression “wells with a delightful freedom,” (Robert Dumm, Clavier)
and whose sound “is warm and deep.” (Elaine Fine, American Record Guide) Indeed,
the legendary Russian violinist and conductor, Viktor Tretyakov, writes this about Dr.
Balakerskaia: “A unique, almost extrasensory feeling of ensemble, excellent pianism,
aradiant personality - that is [Anna] Balakerskaia!”

As the three-time prizewinner of the Best Accompanist Diploma at the
International Tchaikovsky Competition, her career has brought her to some of today’s
greatest concert halls, including Carnegie Hall in New York City, the Teatro Colon in
Buenos-Aires, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington D.C,,
the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Brussels, and the Salle Gaveau in Paris, among many
others.

Dr. Balakerskaia has also had the pleasure of making music with a number of
internationally renowned artists, including Leonid Kogan, Mikhail Gantvarg, Ilya
Kaler, Kirill Kondrashin, Daniel Shafran, Valery Gergiev, and Yuri Temirkanov. She
also played with Jacqueline du Pre for Mstislav Rostrapovich.

Dr. Balakerskaia is a founding member of the “Ensemble da Camera of
Washington”, a trio of musicians from Brazil, Germany and Russia, based in
Washington, D.C., and renowned internationally for their “extraordinary technical
skill and musical perception.” (Joseph McLellan, Washington Post) The Ensemble has
produced several well-praised recordings, while also acting as Artists-in-Residence
of the American Youth Philharmonic. They created the Chamber Music Program of the
AYPO, where they hold monthly masterclasses and perform a series of concerts. This
program is supported by a generous grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Additionally, Dr. Balakerskaia is the founder of her own concert series, “Anna and
Friends”, regularly held at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA. Besides featuring
the “Ensemble da Camera”, Dr. Balakerskaia has also had the distinct pleasure of
featuring world-renowned violinist and conductor Zino Bogachek, with whom she
has recorded several CDs, and great pianist Darya Gabay, Dr. Balakerskaia’s daughter-
in-law.

Dr. Balakerskaia has had a distinct teaching career, serving on the faculties of the
St. Petersburg and Moscow conservatories. She currently is in her eighteenth-year
teaching at George Mason University, where she is Term Professor of Piano and
Chamber Music. She also serves on the faculty of several summer music festivals in
Italy, Germany, Russia, and the Netherlands. and is Artist-in-Residence at the Orfeo
International Music Festival. Her students have won prizes at many international
competitions, including the Rubinstein International Piano Competition and the
Thomas and Evan Cooper International Competition, and currently perform and
teach across the globe.

Dr. Balakerskaia received her Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts in Piano
Performance, Pedagogy and Chamber Music from St. Petersburg State Conservatory,
where she studied piano with Elena Gugel, Nadejda Golubovskaia, chamber music
with Tamara Fidler, and accompanying with Sofia Vakman.




Dr. Linda Apple Monson, International Steinway Artist, serves as the Director of the
Dewberry School of Music in the College of Visual and Performing Arts at George
Mason University. A Distinguished Service Professor, Monson was awarded the John
Toups Presidential Medal for Excellence in Teaching at George Mason University’s
2018 Spring Commencement Ceremony. The Toups Presidential Medal is presented
to “a faculty member whose teaching exemplifies Mason’s commitment to ongoing
innovation and excellence in delivering a transformative learning experience to our
students.”

Linda Apple Monson has recently been inducted into the Steinway Teacher Hall of
Fame in New York City on October 4, 2023. The Steinway & Sons Music Teacher Hall
of Fame is a prestigious designation “recognizing the work of North America’s most
committed and passionate piano educators.”

Named the George Mason University Distinguished Faculty Member of the Year
(2012), Monson also received the Influential Women of Virginia award (2014).
Monson delivered two TED-X talks and received the Toastmaster’s International
Communication and Leadership Award (2014) “in recognition of outstanding
dedication, leadership, and contributions in the areas of education and international
understanding.” Monson is the recipient of the George Mason University Teaching
Excellence Award (2009) “for exemplary dedication to student learning and
commitment to educational excellence.” In honor of the extraordinary impact of
Monson’s teaching and music leadership at George Mason University, multiple donors
established in 2011 the Dr. Linda Apple Monson Music Endowment Fund. A professor
at Mason since 1999, Monson has also served as Director of Music at Springfield
United Methodist Church for many years.

A $5 million scholarship commitment from the Reva and Sid Dewberry Family
established the Dr. Linda Apple Monson Scholars Endowed Fund to support
outstanding artist-scholars in Mason’s School of Music. Monson was recognized
through the renaming of the Grand Tier III of Mason’s Center for the Arts in her honor
to the Dr. Linda Apple Monson Grand Tier. The Board of Visitors approved the
renaming of Mason'’s School of Music to the Reva and Sid Dewberry Family School of
Music in 2020, in honor of the Dewberry’s legacy of giving and generous support of
the School.

A nationally recognized arts leader, Monson was elected to the National
Association of Schools of Music (NASM) Commission on Accreditation, the board
granting accreditation for music programs at universities and conservatories across
the nation. Monson currently serves as Chair of Region 7 of NASM (representing
seven states) and she serves on the NASM Executive Board. She was selected for the
Fulbright Senior Specialist Roster, in collaboration with the U.S. State Department and
the Council for International Exchange of Scholars. Monson served as a juror for the
2023 International Young Artist Piano Competition (2023) in Washington D.C,
International Juror of the Washington Piano Invitational Competition (2013) at the
Kennedy Center and was named a Visiting Guest Professor at Nanjing Normal
University, China (2010).

An active performer-scholar and an internationally recognized master teacher,
Monson has given lecture-recitals, solo piano recitals, and piano master classes
throughout the United States, Europe, Asia, Latin America, and Australia. An advocate
of new music, Monson has presented numerous world premieres of solo piano works.
Her research and performance have been featured in invited lecture-recitals at the
College Music Society International Conferences in Lithuania and Estonia in July of



2023. She has been a featured presenter at CMS International Conferences in
Brussels, Sydney, Stockholm, Helsinki, Buenos Aires, Dubrovnik, Bangkok, Madrid,
and San Jose. Monson has also given lecture-recitals and piano masterclasses
internationally in Seoul, Oxford, Dublin, Nanjing, Kuala Lumpur, San Jose, and San
Juan. Monson delivered an interdisciplinary lecture-recital at the Oxford Round Table
in England and was a featured lecture-recitalist for the Alban Berg International
Festival in Hannover, Germany. She was an invited concert artist, lecturer, and piano
master class clinician at Nanjing Normal University, China where she has been
appointed a visiting guest professor. Monson has presented her research and
delivered lecture-recitals at National Conferences of the College Music Society held in
Minneapolis, Portland, Salt Lake City, San Antonio, and Miami. In addition, Monson
has also presented solo piano recitals and piano master classes at countless
universities throughout the United States and abroad.

Monson currently serves as Chair of the Provost/Chairs Forum for George Mason
University. She previously served as President of Mason’s chapter of Phi Beta Delta, a
national honor society dedicated to recognizing scholarly achievement and
excellence in international education. She also served five terms as a Faculty Senator
at George Mason University and was elected by the university faculty to serve on the
Mason Presidential Search Committee (2011-12). Additionally, she served on the
University Provost Review Committee (2018). Serving on the Friends of Music at
Mason Board and the Faculty Arts Club, Monson is also a presenter for the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute of George Mason University. In addition, Monson is a
frequent performer at Mason as a solo and collaborative piano artist.

An active adjudicator in piano competitions and festivals, Monson served as a juror
for the 2023 Young Artist International Piano Competition and the 2019 International
Artist Piano Competition. Additionally she served as a juror for the 2018 Concerto
Competition for the Sewanee Summer Music Festival and the 2016 National
Symphony Orchestra piano concerto auditions for young artists. She also presented a
piano master for the 2016 -17 International Piano Competition (I Institute-Beijing).
Monson also served as an American Juror for the 2009 Washington International
Piano Competition. She was invited as a panelist and concert commentator for the
Virginia Chamber Orchestra satellite broadcasts, Music of the Romantic Era and Music
by Modern Masters, which were sent to all community colleges in the United States.

A native of central Pennsylvania, Monson earned three degrees from the Peabody
Conservatory of Music of the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore: the Doctor of
Musical Arts degree in Piano Performance, the Master of Music degree in Piano, and
the Bachelor of Music Education Degree with a double-major in Piano and Bassoon.
She also received a Diploma in Piano from Musica en Compostela, Santiago de
Compostela, Spain. In addition, she studied chamber music at the Music Academy of
the West, Santa Barbara, California. Monson previously served on the music faculties
of the College of Notre Dame of Maryland, the Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore School for the Arts, and Northern Virginia Community College.
She is married to Dr. Keith L. Monson, a forensic scientist. The Monsons are blessed
with two children, Kristofer and Linnea.

See the full listing of the Dewberry School of Music’s wonderful faculty at
music.gmu.edu/faculty-staff/



PROGRAM NOTE FROM THE COMPOSER

Fugalunacy (2012)

Written for two pianos in 2012 and dedicated to Drs. Linda Monson and Anna
Balakerskaia, Fugalunacy and its accompanying Prelude aspires to emulate both
Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier and Hindemith’s Ludus Tonalis by traversing all the
major and minor keys in the order of Hindemith’s Series 1*, culminating with the
ultimate sonority, a C and F# polychord (Stravinsky’s so-called “Petrushka chord”).
Sandwiched between the “intro” and “outro” preludes is the ultimate in fugalunacy, a
triple fugue whose subjects travel through a myriad of tonal centers forwards,
backwards, upside down and in combinations thereof.

*Series 1 is a set of pitches arranged according to tonal distance from the first pitch

Irtl} I I % i t i T T I

" ! —
L ——— L I —1 —fo—
) P o —e [ b L 4 h u

The Prelude, employed as an Intro and Outro, forms a pastiche of tonal color shifts as
it travels through Series 1 toward its C + F# culmination. However, I must confess that
the inspiration for this construct was that it provided an opportunity to hear Linda and
Anna play two measures of Boogie-Woogie in tritones!

-with love

Glenn Smith



DEWBERRY SCHOOL OF MUSIC
SPRING 2025 FACULTY ARTIST SERIES

Sunday, January 26 Sunday, February 23
3:00pm 3:00pm
Nuove Frontiere Duo-Piano Silver
David Porter, tuba Anniversary Concert
Caroline Steiger, horn Linda Apple Monson &

Anna Balakerskaia, pianists

Sunday, February 16
3:00pm Sunday, March 2
The Spheres Project 3:00pm
Juang Huang, violin Kathleen Gardiner Mulcahy, clarinet
Taylor Fleshman, harp Caroline Steiger, horn
Gerald Fowkes, cello Eunae Ko Han, piano

Thomas J. Wible, flute

Sunday, March 2
7:00pm
Songs of Jesse Guessford
Jesse Guessford, composition

George Mason University
Reva and Sid Dewberry Family School of Music

For more information and a complete listing of concerts and recitals, visit the web
site at music.gmu.edu

George Mason University is a registered All-Steinway School



