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Learning Objectives

• Examine the racial and socio-economic disparities 
that impact access to referral, waitlisting, and 
outcomes in kidney transplantation.

• Analyze emerging policy changes within the 
transplant community aimed at reducing inequities 
in access and outcomes
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Why does this matter?

• If your patient needed a kidney today, how long do 
you think they would wait?

• Would that answer change depending on their ZIP 
code, their insurance, their income, their level of 
education or even their race?
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1953

Source:  David Hamilton. A History of Organ Transplantationௗ: Ancient Legends to Modern Practice. University of Pittsburgh Press; 2012
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1954

Source:  David Hamilton. A History of Organ Transplantationௗ: Ancient Legends to Modern Practice. University of Pittsburgh Press; 2012
https://magazine.hms.harvard.edu/articles/fight-life
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1960

Source: The Early History of Dialysis for Chronic Renal Failure in the United States: A View From Seattle, World Kidney Forum
2007,Christopher Blagg



10/16/2025

4

10

Why does this matter?
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God Committee

Source: The Early History of Dialysis for Chronic Renal Failure in the United States: A View From Seattle, World Kidney Forum
2007,Christopher Blagg
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July 1, 1973: MEDICARE FOR ESRD

Source: The Early History of Dialysis for Chronic Renal Failure in the United States: A View From Seattle, World Kidney Forum
2007,Christopher Blagg
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EQUALITY VS EQUITY
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EQUALITY VS EQUITY

REFERRALREFERRAL REFERRAL REFERRALREFERRAL REFERRAL
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Patient story

• Comparing the journey of two theoretical patients 
living in two different areas of Chicago – how one 
got a living kidney transplant before starting dialysis 
and how one patient remains waiting for a kidney 4 
years after starting dialysis.
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Patient Story

• To be completed
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Patient Story

• To be completed
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Inequity in Access to Transplantation

• Black, Hispanic and Asian patients have lower rates 
of kidney transplant access compared to white 
patients

• These disparities manifest at multiple stages: 
referral, waitlisting, and rates of transplantation.
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Inequity in Access to Preemptive 
Transplantation

Image courtesy of :
A Hayward, R McGill, M Saunders and AB Chapman

In Illinois, AA are 
23% as likely as 
W to get 
preemptive 
kidney transplant.
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Inequity in Access to Living Donation

Source: Purnell et al JAMA 2018
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Inequity in Access to Living Donation

Source: Purnell et al JAMA 2018
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Inequity in Access for Women

Source: Harding et al AJKD July 2025

• Less likely to be waitlisted
• Less likely to receive deceased donor kidneys
• Less likely to receive living donor kidneys
• More likely to be living donors
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Inequity in Outcomes AFTER 
Transplantation

Source: SRTR/OPTN data
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2021: Eliminating race from EGFR 
equation

National Kidney Foundation (NKF) and the 
American Society of Nephrology (ASN) formed 
a joint task force to develop a best-practice 
recommendation regarding the use of race in 
eGFR prediction equations.
Use of cystatin C measurements should be 
encouraged and funded.
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2022 OPTN: Giving back lost time
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2023: NKF- Kidney Equity for ALL
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2024 OPTN: Elimination of race from 
KDRI
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Coming together to find solutions

• If your patient needed a kidney today, how long do 
you think they would wait?

• What small things can you do after today to make 
an impact in their wait time?
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Coming together to find solutions

Recognize the powerful role 
you play in being able to 
nudge your patient towards 
transplant and living kidney 
donation.
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Thank you!
Together we can move from awareness to action!

Sam Krishnamoorthy, MD
Medical Director: Living Kidney Donation
samk@uchicagomedicine.org


