
 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter: 
The Sunday after Ascension Day  

24 May 2020 
Live-Streamed Sung Mass 

9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of 
Saint John the Evangelist 

Washington & Willow Streets 
Newport, Rhode Island 02840 



\ 
 

The Paschal Candle is given  
in loving memory of: 

Alma Mae Dempsey & Theodora Shaw  
by Clint Dempsey 

 

 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 
 

  



 
Liturgical Notes 

 
When the objective of òhearing Mass,ó as it was once known, is not 
reception but adoration, other liturgical considerations come into play. In 
an era of shortened attention spans, would worshippers stick with a 
live stream all the way through the moment of spiritual communion 
and through the closing voluntary, or would they dip in and dip out? 
Would worshippers sing the hymns at home aloud, or would they 
prefer to listen instead to the choir and focus their attention on the 
sermon and the liturgy? These questions informed the choices made 
in this morningõs Mass. 
 
The attentive worshipper will notice several differences from the usual 
order of things in Eastertide. There is no congregation present aside 
from the rectorõs family and organist, so the usual asperges during the 
Vidi Aquam have been dispensed with. To save on time, all but the 
final hymn have been cut. The lessons are reduced to the traditional 
Epistle and Gospel alone. At the Eucharist proper in Eastertide, 
Cranmerõs unparalleled and majestic Eucharistic Canon is usually 

replaced by the older and therefore equally venerable Prayer of St. Basil the Great from Easter 2 through Easter 7, 
but it is, if anything, even longer than the Cranmerõs prolix canon. Thus, in the interest of time, Prayer A from the 
traditional language Anglican Service Book will be used instead. The maximum of music within the minimum possible 
time has been the goal here, and the rector welcomes your comments at the email listed at the bottom of this page as 
we seek the right balance of elements within the liturgy. We anticipate returning to our normal liturgy once we can all 
gather again. 
 
Many of these changes are not without precedent. Under the entry for òCommunionó in the Historical Dictionary of 
Anglicanism by Colin Buchanan (2015) we find,  

 
The medieval mass had little or no expectation of the people receiving communion, save on Easter Day; and the 
purpose of the celebration was the transubstantiation of the elements, followed by elevation and adoration and 
the offering of the eucharistic sacrifice of the mass to the Father. The initial principle at the time of the 
Reformation was the need to restore regular lay Communion... 
 
The rise of the 19th-century Anglo-Catholic movement has had tremendous effects upon Anglican sacramental 
practice. The more partisan effects were seen in fasting Communion, noncommunicating masses, Latin texts, 
requiem masses, Communion in one kind, reservation, exposition of the reserved wafer, and devotions before 
reserved elements. The more widespread sacramental effects have been of a different order, for, as a far-reaching 
outcome of the movement, a very large proportion of Anglicans now expect the main Sunday worship of the 
church to be Holy Communion and view themselves as weekly communicants. 

 
The experience of Mass livestreamed from home returns us to one of the earliest devotional practices in Anglo-
Catholic parishes, the ònoncommunicating Mass,ó which is a recovery of the sort of medieval practice of attending 
Mass in order to hear and to see it, but not to taste it. The objective was not the reception of Holy Communion but 
to worship and adore the Real Presence of the risen Christ in it from afar. Thus, one could make oneõs òspiritual 
communionó on a regular basis, while only receiving in person but once a year, normally on Easter Day (though of 
course that was sadly impossible for most of us in this Eastertide). For much of Christian history this is precisely what 
saints and sinners alike have done, and one may find a treasure trove of devotional material focused on adoration 
rather than reception. Our goal this morning is to participate in this worthy tradition, even as we yearn for the day 
that we can return to our accustomed practices. 

 
 

Father Humphrey can be reached at any time, for any reason, at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. 
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Music Notes  

 
Olivier Messiaenõs unique musical voice was one of the most revolutionary in the twentieth century. The early suite 
The Ascension (1932) concludes with a serene, solemn prayer, rising slowly from the middle of the keyboard to the top: 
òAnd now, O Father, I have manifested thy name unto menéand now I am no more in the world, but these are in 
the world, and I come to Thee.ó (John 17:6, 11) These words are taken from Christõs words at the Last Supper. 
Messiaen says: òThey were said again at the moment of the Ascension and summarize all the solemnity of this 
departure from the earth for an elevation which infinitely exceeds the celestial orders.ó  
 
Thomas Frederick Handel Candlyn was an English-born church musician who spent twenty-eight years at St. Paulõs 
Church, Albany, New York, and the final ten of his career at Saint Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, New York (1943-
1953). The offertory anthem is an enduring favorite of his some two hundred works, written in 1952.  
 
The communion anthem by our late parish friend Winfrid Johnson is repeated from Easter Day. It was written while 
Win was organist of St. Georgeõs School. He also served as organist of Emmanuel Church in Newport for 28 years. 
 
The offertory anthem and final hymn for this live-streamed service were sung by the Professional Choristers of the 
Choir School of Newport County, the St. Johnõs Adult Choir and the Emmanuel Church Choir, recorded at 
Emmanuel Church, Newport on Ascension Day 2019 by St. Johnõs choir member Christopher Scott. The Gospel 
Acclamation was recorded at Hereford Cathedral during the choirõs tour of England in summer 2018. The Creed was 
recorded on January 26, 2020. With the return of the ability of an organist to be in the building at the same time as 
the celebrant, todayõs organ music is played live. We are using a reduced amount of bass while we await delivery of 
better technology, ordered six weeks ago, allowing us one day to broadcast in stereo with full audio fidelity instead of 
through a phone microphone. The large scale bass pipes of the organ cause distortion in the broadcast otherwise.
 
Copyright Notices: Willanõs Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena and the hymn reproduced from The Hymnal 1982 are 
copyright The Church pension Fund and are reproduced by permission of Rite Song License of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Rhode Island. Christ our Passover © 1986, Paraclete Press. All rights reserved. Reproduced under One License, 
License #734228-A. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained: One License, #734228-A. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour! 
 
Join us after this service at 10:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom, hosted by Peter Berton. Peter is 
providing the connection, but you will have to provide your own food and drink, for what we hope are obvious 
reasons. 
 
Join by clicking here:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86224848453?pwd=Sm5mSFJqN1ZZU09GTWphZGpBak9JUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 862 2484 8453 
Password (required): Up
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86224848453?pwd=Sm5mSFJqN1ZZU09GTWphZGpBak9JUT09
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Voluntary  Prayer of Christ ascending toward his Father  Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 

 
Vidi  Aquam       Mode VIII, arr. Peter Stoltzfus Berton (b. 1968) 

I saw water flowing from the right side of the temple, Alleluia. 
It  brought Godõs life, and his salvation, 
and the people sang in joyful praise: Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
The Easter Acclamation 
 Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The Gloria in excelsis  Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena        Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 
               Cantors                                                                       People 
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Collect of the Day  
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph 
unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us thine Holy Ghost  
to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Savior Christ is gone before; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.   

 
Epistle       1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christõs sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, 
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are 
accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 




