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March 2021 QPP Fast Facts 
Fast Fact #1: CMS to Apply MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances Policy for the 
2020 Performance Period in Response to COVID-19; Reopens Application 

CMS continues to offer flexibilities to provide relief to clinicians responding to the 2019 Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. We are applying the MIPS automatic extreme and uncontrollable circumstances (EUC) policy to all MIPS 
eligible clinicians for the 2020 performance period. We are also reopening the MIPS EUC application for individual MIPS 
eligible clinicians, groups, virtual groups, and Alternative Payment Model (APM) Entities through March 31, 2021 at 8 
p.m. ET.  

• Please note that applications received between now and March 31, 2021 won’t override previously submitted 
data for individuals, groups and virtual groups. 

This section will review what these flexibilities mean for: 

• Individual clinicians, groups, and virtual groups that haven’t submitted data; 

• Individual clinicians, groups, and virtual groups that have submitted data; and 

• APM Entities. 

Individual clinicians, groups, and virtual groups that haven’t submitted data. 

• Individual MIPS eligible clinicians: You don’t need to take any additional action to qualify for the automatic EUC 
policy. You will be automatically identified and will receive a neutral payment adjustment for the 2022 MIPS 
payment year unless 1) you submit data as an individual in 2 or more performance categories, or 2) your 
practice reports as a group, by submitting data for one or more performance category. 

• Groups: You don’t need to take any further action if you’re not able to submit data for the 2020 performance 
period. Group participation is optional, and your individual MIPS eligible clinicians qualify for the automatic EUC 
policy. They will have all 4 performance categories reweighted to 0% and receive a neutral payment adjustment 
for the 2022 MIPS payment year unless 1) they submit data in 2 or more performance categories as individuals, 
or 2) the practice reports as a group, by submitting data for one or more performance category. 

• Virtual Groups: If you’re unable to submit data for the 2020 performance period, you must submit an EUC 
application for all 4 performance categories by the deadline.  

Individual clinicians, groups, and virtual groups that have submitted data. 

• Individual MIPS eligible clinicians that have submitted data for a single performance category (such as 
Medicare Part B Claims measures submitted throughout the 2020 performance period): 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMjUuMzU5MzQ5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzExOTgvMjAyMCUyME1JUFMlMjBBdXRvbWF0aWMlMjBFVUMlMjBGYWN0JTIwU2hlZXQucGRmIn0.spZv8BV549AjMU7jmGKdxBXOW3fOEXw2d5glt6zIMBU/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMjUuMzU5MzQ5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L21pcHMvZXhjZXB0aW9uLWFwcGxpY2F0aW9ucyNleHRyZW1lQ2lyY3Vtc3RhbmNlc0V4Y2VwdGlvbi0yMDIwIn0.LhfIHLDr6cm9vmXHPJ6-NKFWS6iGR0kZrjCtLBe5rhA/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
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o You don’t need to take any additional action to be eligible for the automatic EUC policy. 

o You’ll be automatically identified and have all 4 performance categories reweighted to 0% and will 
receive a neutral payment adjustment for the 2022 MIPS payment year unless 1) you submit data for 
another performance category, or 2) your group submits data for one or more performance category. 

• Individual MIPS eligible clinicians that have submitted data as an individual for 2 or 3 performance categories:  

o You’ll receive a MIPS final score and MIPS payment adjustment for the 2022 MIPS payment year based 
on the data you’ve submitted. 

o You’ll only be scored in the performance categories for which data are submitted. 

o You can’t submit an application to override previously submitted data. 

• Groups and virtual groups that have submitted data for a single performance category:  

o If you’re not able to complete data submission for other performance categories, you can submit an 
application to request reweighting in all 4 performance categories. 

o This includes small practices that were automatically scored as a group on Medicare Part B Claims 
measures submitted throughout the 2020 performance period.  

o If you don’t submit an application, your group will be scored in all performance categories unless you 
are eligible for reweighting in one or more performance categories. 

o If your application is approved and data isn’t submitted for another performance category, your MIPS 
eligible clinicians will receive a neutral payment adjustment for the 2022 MIPS payment year. 

• Groups and virtual groups that have submitted data for 2 or 3 performance categories:  

o Your MIPS eligible clinicians will receive a MIPS final score and MIPS payment adjustment for the 2022 
MIPS payment year. 

o Your group will be scored in all performance categories unless you qualify for reweighting in one or 
more performance categories. 

o You can’t submit an application to override previously submitted data. 

APM Entities 

APM Entities participating in MIPS APMs can submit an EUC application with some differences from the MIPS EUC policy 
for individuals, groups, and virtual groups: 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMjUuMzU5MzQ5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L21pcHMvZXhjZXB0aW9uLWFwcGxpY2F0aW9ucyNleHRyZW1lQ2lyY3Vtc3RhbmNlc0V4Y2VwdGlvbi0yMDIwIn0.xU4gmmbs_pe0mYQg4clNk2wqh9d_HXFnM4Mp7w6PyLE/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMjUuMzU5MzQ5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L21pcHMvZXhjZXB0aW9uLWFwcGxpY2F0aW9ucyNleHRyZW1lQ2lyY3Vtc3RhbmNlc0V4Y2VwdGlvbi0yMDIwIn0.xU4gmmbs_pe0mYQg4clNk2wqh9d_HXFnM4Mp7w6PyLE/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMjUuMzU5MzQ5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L21pcHMvZXhjZXB0aW9uLWFwcGxpY2F0aW9ucyNleHRyZW1lQ2lyY3Vtc3RhbmNlc0V4Y2VwdGlvbi0yMDIwIn0.sA1fdQLjvlnm_uNF6v5inJrLvrcx-WvJj1hJdZtdiq8/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
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o APM Entities are required to request reweighting for all performance categories. 

o More than 75% of the MIPS eligible clinicians in the APM Entity must be eligible for reweighting in the 
Promoting Interoperability performance category. 

o Unlike applications for individuals, groups and virtual groups, an APM Entity’s approved application 
for performance category weighting will override previously submitted data. 

Please note that if an APM Entity doesn’t report for the 2020 performance period (or doesn’t have an approved EUC 
application), their MIPS eligible clinicians will receive a negative payment adjustment in the 2022 payment year. 

Additional Resources 

• 2020 MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances Application Resources 

• Quality Payment Program COVID-19 Response fact sheet 

Fast Fact #2: The MIPS 2020 Data Submission Period is Now Open 

MIPS Eligible Clinicians Can Start Submitting Data for 2020 through March 31 

CMS has opened the data submission period for Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) eligible clinicians who 
participated in the 2020 performance year of the Quality Payment Program (QPP). Data can be submitted and updated 
from 10:00 a.m. EST on January 4, 2021 until 8:00 p.m. EDT on March 31, 2021. 

How to Submit Your 2020 MIPS Data 

Clinicians will follow the steps outlined below to submit their data: 

1. Go to the Quality Payment Program webpage. 

2. Sign in using your QPP access credentials (see below for directions). 

3. Submit your MIPS data for the 2020 performance year or review the data reported on your behalf by a third 
party. 

How to Sign In to the Quality Payment Program Data Submission System 

To sign in and submit data, clinicians will need to register in the HCQIS Authorization Roles and Profile (HARP) system. 
For clinicians who need help enrolling with HARP, please refer to the QPP Access User Guide. 

Note: Clinicians who are not sure if they are eligible to participate in the Quality Payment Program can check their final 
eligibility status using the QPP Participation Status Tool. Clinicians and groups that are opt-in eligible will need to make 
an election before they can submit data. (No election is required for those who don’t want to participate in MIPS.) 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..C4rp7mPmzYMwQBXfJO7YGU_2cdlgz_ZOqTMG8GELp5o/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMjUuMzU5MzQ5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Byb3RlY3QyLmZpcmVleWUuY29tL3YxL3VybD9rPTkxZDhhNzU5LWNlNDM5ZTFiLTkxZDg5NjY2LTBjYzQ3YTZhNTJkZS0xNGQ5M2YxZmNlYjc5MzU5JnE9MSZlPTNkYzYzMGJiLWM2ODgtNDhmNC05OWJmLTI3YmIxMjRhMjAxMiZ1PWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGcXBwLWNtLXByb2QtY29udGVudC5zMy5hbWF6b25hd3MuY29tJTJGdXBsb2FkcyUyRjk2NiUyRlFQUCUyNTIwQ09WSUQtMTklMjUyMFJlc3BvbnNlJTI1MjBGYWN0JTI1MjBTaGVldC5wZGYifQ.YPbwsRA_jf7tVEdW2uz-NtrCCQQLZHisCTVOxzURtcA/s/980007085/br/98348617128-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L2xvZ2luIn0.jiQhYQhsD_s14vEvqszH9fRaOGzzvot04K0p-4C8noU/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzMzNS9RUFArQWNjZXNzK1VzZXIrR3VpZGUuemlwIn0.IBAwmEsSzbPINle_CU9fuBB7u2PF7tp7fPqPfuKStqw/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L3BhcnRpY2lwYXRpb24tbG9va3VwIn0.TWq5vNqYYI5iM8Sro60A_7n_sbYZiUOhqUoMdzxOhc4/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
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Small, Underserved, and Rural Practice Support 

Clinicians in small practices (including those in rural locations), health professional shortage areas, and medically 
underserved areas may request technical assistance from organizations that can provide no-cost support. To learn more 
about this support, or to connect with your local technical assistance organization, we encourage you to visit our Small, 
Underserved, and Rural Practices page on the Quality Payment Program website. 

For More Information 

• To learn more about how to submit data, please review the resources available in the QPP Resource Library, 
including the 2020 MIPS Data Submission FAQs. 

• Watch our series of data submission demo videos: 

o Introduction and Overview of 2020 Data Submission 

o File Upload and Quality Scoring 

o Manual Attestation of Improvement Activities 

o Promoting Interoperability Data Submission 

o APM Data Submission 

o Opt-in as a QPP Eligible Clinician 

o Opting-in as a Registry 

Fast Fact #3: 2021 Quality Payment Program COVID-19 Response 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is implementing multiple flexibilities for the Quality Payment 
Program (QPP) in response to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic public health emergency (PHE). 

2021 Performance Year Flexibilities 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact all clinicians across the United States and territories and we anticipate this 
public health emergency will continue into 2021. However, we recognize that not all practices are impacted by COVID-19 
to the same extent and many practices will be able to participate. We also want to ensure there is relief available to 
clinicians who are unable to participate. For the 2021 performance year we will be continuing to use our Extreme and 
Uncontrollable Circumstances policy to allow clinicians, groups, and virtual groups to submit an application requesting 
reweighting of one or more Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) performance categories due to the COVID-19 
public health emergency. We expect the application to be available in Spring 2021 along with additional resources. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L2Fib3V0L3NtYWxsLXVuZGVyc2VydmVkLXJ1cmFsLXByYWN0aWNlcyJ9.hXObw0O9OU67dGyim1LSlFa-ymVOEVzKMpBwq_wr2Ow/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L2Fib3V0L3NtYWxsLXVuZGVyc2VydmVkLXJ1cmFsLXByYWN0aWNlcyJ9.hXObw0O9OU67dGyim1LSlFa-ymVOEVzKMpBwq_wr2Ow/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292LyJ9.OenLkkZE6fL2bY7uh85visL2O7tKWZnqLjyrCGdnYx8/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L2Fib3V0L3Jlc291cmNlLWxpYnJhcnkifQ.swaNrlxDXou4jvtMrudLYVA5X6mK6t5AnObYhC2jMKg/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNzIvMjAyMCUyMERhdGElMjBTdWJtaXNzaW9uJTIwRkFRcy5wZGYifQ.ykm2yl1lb5K4F_xJ9bTXg9CmtkzvqleRwGLZ_i-z7no/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS9wbGF5bGlzdD9saXN0PVBMYVY3bTItekZLcGhzQkRMR0RVNTlBcktWWXlyWWMxVXIifQ.APXRxyTQ9goqhzl-FxqH59Qj_c1o2UHej3QiwN0aOvo/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PTA4UmRUNjRmWGVvJmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD0xIn0.yC4nEKt9U_dzequQtra-u1p3nGeLaoV4HpQN5dyfOaI/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PWt5LUh6Vi00MXZnJmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD0yIn0.55atC24oVHY4t9phJmXcyT7TWViga5pSNjOZywgbstY/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PWZYVXAtUEpURW4wJmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD0zIn0.0Zk4wuG9F8mK0VBxI1681_E7pqrVo3mC6bVbZVDos0k/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PUdfOEVBM1VRMXFrJmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD02In0.YjuDuHJ8zP6vIAmDyiLTKc0XaN2mm_eIpFpY8OQr0-o/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PXpjVUlmdGo4bzM4Jmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD03In0.kCVLH_Tv_pEIuVJWS4OHXtrw5B3quT88huJW-tpKwKA/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PVNnUWt1d00zTHprJmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD00In0.bnQzlFoCnOiouJEWALcUdiZeZ2yUl0oWLKgilz6s4ZE/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4Mzk3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PUlkaEF5Z0x4MUZrJmxpc3Q9UExhVjdtMi16RktwaHNCRExHRFU1OUFyS1ZZeXJZYzFVciZpbmRleD01In0.3Tuu1mSeAYU9FX-MYMzTBKe7QhJftdANI-G-DjY1LRw/s/980007085/br/92680816300-l
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QCDR Approval Criteria: Measure Testing and Data Collection Delay 

The Qualified Clinical Data Registry (QCDR) measure approval criteria necessitates QCDRs collecting data from clinicians 
in order to assess the measure before including it in the QCDR’s self-nomination application. We anticipate that QCDRs 
may be unable to collect, and clinicians unable to submit, data on QCDR measures due to prioritizing the care of COVID-
19 patients. Therefore, we are delaying implementation of the QCDR measure testing and data collection policies by 1 
year, from the 2021 performance period to the 2022 performance period. 

COVID-19 Improvement Activity 

Due to the anticipated need for continued COVID-19 clinical trials and data collection, MIPS eligible clinicians and groups 
who meet the activity criteria will be able to receive credit for the COVID-19 Clinical Data Reporting with or without 
Clinical Trial improvement activity through the MIPS 2021 performance period. 

Where Can I Learn More? 

• CMS’s Current Emergencies 

• Medicare IFC: Revisions in Response to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (CMS-1744-IFC) 

• Medicare and Medicaid IFC: Additional Policy and Regulatory Revisions in Response to the COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency (CMS-5531 IFC) 

• Medicare and Medicaid IFC: Additional Policy and Regulatory Revisions in Response to the COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency (CMS-3401-IFC) 

• CY 2021 Quality Payment Program Final Rule 

Fast Fact #4: MIPS Value Pathways 

Dedicated to Improving Outcomes 

Since the Quality Payment Program launched in 2017, we have taken incremental steps to update both the Merit-based 
Incentive Payment System (MIPS) and Advanced Alternative Payment Models (APMs) participation tracks to 
acknowledge the unique variation in clinician practices, further refine program requirements, respond to stakeholder 
feedback, reduce reporting burden, encourage meaningful participation, and improve patient outcomes. 

The Future of MIPS 

We have heard from clinicians and stakeholders that the program, specifically MIPS, remains overly complex. We have 
attempted to address some of these concerns over the last few years by leveraging our Patients over Paperwork 
initiative to review MIPS and remove unnecessary elements to help streamline program requirements and reduce 
clinician burden. 

https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06990.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/08/2020-09608/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-basic-health-program-and-exchanges-additional-policy-and-regulatory
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/08/2020-09608/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-basic-health-program-and-exchanges-additional-policy-and-regulatory
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-ifc-3-8-25-20.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-ifc-3-8-25-20.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2020-26815/medicare-program-cy-2021-payment-policies-under-the-physician-fee-schedule-and-other-changes-to-part
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The goal is to move away from siloed reporting of measures and activities towards focused sets of measures and 
activities that are more meaningful to a clinician’s practice, specialty, or public health priority. 

What are MIPS Value Pathways? 

MIPS Value Pathways (MVPs) are a subset of measures and activities, established through rulemaking, that can be used 
to meet MIPS reporting requirements. 

The MVPs framework aims to align and connect measures and activities across the Quality, Cost, and Improvement 
Activities performance categories of MIPS for different specialties or conditions. In addition, the MVPs framework 
incorporates a foundation that leverages Promoting Interoperability measures and a set of administrative claims-based 
quality measures that focus on population health/public health priorities and reduce reporting. 

Implementing the MVP framework honors our commitment to keeping the patient at the center of our work. In addition 
to achieving better health outcomes and lowering costs for patients, we anticipate that these MVPs will result in 
comparable performance data that helps patients make more informed healthcare decisions. 

We recognize that this is a significant shift in the way clinicians may potentially participate in MIPS, and we are 
committed to a smooth transition to MVPs that does not immediately eliminate the traditional MIPS framework. 

MVP Guiding Principles 

We are currently soliciting MVP candidates to be considered for future rulemaking. MVP candidates need to: 

• Consist of limited, connected, complementary sets of measures and activities that are meaningful to clinicians. 

• Include measures and activities resulting in comparative performance data that is valuable to patients and 
caregivers in evaluating clinician performance and making decisions about their care. 

• Include measures selected using the Meaningful Measures approach and, wherever possible, include the patient 
voice. 

• Reduce barriers to Alternative Payment Model (APM) participation by including measures that are part of APMs, 
and by linking cost and quality measurement. 

• Support the transition to digital quality measures. 

MIPS Value Pathways (MVPs) Development Kick-Off Webinar: These webinar materials provide an overview of MVP 
development for the 2022 performance year and beyond:  

o Recording 

o Slides 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3lvdXR1LmJlLzdOSGpWYjZzR2hzIn0.VQdu80-gt58GmeK6fZLEM6Jhp95seVXOyzd3ny-eWYE/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNzYvTVZQJTIwRGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQlMjBLaWNrLU9mZiUyMFdlYmluYXIlMjBTbGlkZSUyMERlY2sucGRmIn0.REAkWFKWKF3k3wCQHYH3Dcd6TqHTrSdgbaash0v9Auo/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
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o Transcript 

Learn more about the MVP candidate submission process. 

MIPS Value Pathways Overview Fact Sheet 

MIPS Value Pathways Diagrams 

2021 Quality Payment Program Final Rule 

Fast Fact #5: APM Performance Pathway 

The APM Performance Pathway (APP) is a MIPS reporting and scoring pathway for MIPS eligible clinicians who are also 
participants in MIPS APMs. 

The APP is designed to reduce reporting burden, create new scoring opportunities for participants in MIPS APMs, and 
encourage participation in APMs. Performance is measured across three areas - Quality, Improvement Activities, 
Promoting Interoperability. 

How it Works 

The APP is a single, pre-determined measure set that MIPS APM participants may report on. There are three 
performance categories that make up your final score. Your final score determines what your payment adjustment will 
be. These categories are: 

• Quality 

In performance year 2021, MIPS eligible clinicians reporting through APP will be scored on a pre-determined set of six 
quality measures. This category covers the quality of the care you deliver, based on performance measures created by 
CMS, as well as medical professional and stakeholder groups. The APP Quality performance category is 50% of the MIPS 
final score. 

• Promoting Interoperability (PI) 

This performance category promotes patient engagement and electronic exchange of information using certified 
electronic health record technology (CEHRT). The Promoting Interoperability performance category weight is 30% of the 
MIPS final score. 

• Improvement Activities 

This performance category covers activities that assess how you improve your care processes, enhance patient 
engagement in care, and increase access to care. The Improvement Activities performance category weight is 20% of the 
MIPS final score, and a score of 100% will automatically be applied to MIPS APM participants reporting through the APP. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNzYvTVZQJTIwRGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQlMjBLaWNrLU9mZiUyMFdlYmluYXIlMjBUcmFuc2NyaXB0LnBkZiJ9.yxpa220CjLsJddoeR_Na1sun4wl2SF_5dGS7loRvJRQ/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://qpp.cms.gov/mips/mips-value-pathways/submit-candidate
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/623/MVPs%20Overview%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://qpp-cm-dev-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/587/MIPS%20Value%20Pathways%20Diagrams.zip
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1207/2021%20QPP%20Final%20Rule%20Resources.zip
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o Why 

The APP creates a more stable and uniform set of MIPS reporting requirements for MIPS eligible clinicians in MIPS APMs 
to increase confidence to move into more risk-bearing arrangements without concern about reporting to MIPS if they do 
not attain QP status. 

o When 

The APP will be in effect beginning January 1,2021 and is an optional MIPS reporting and scoring pathway for MIPS 
eligible clinicians identified on the Participation List or Affiliated Practitioner List of any APM Entity participating in any 
MIPS APM on any of the four snapshot dates (March 31, June 30, August 31, and December 31) during a performance 
period, beginning in the 2021 MIPS performance period. 

More Information: 

APM Performance Pathway FAQ 

Quality Improvement Network (QIN) Resources for MIPS Participants  

Special resources for MIPS Eligible Clinicians working on meeting MIPS Performance in the following areas. 

Behavioral Health and Opioids 

Human Opioid Exposure Can Be Measured Using Wastewater 

Wastewater-based epidemiology is a novel approach to study opioid exposure at the community level in order to help 
public health officials better understand and respond to the current opioid crisis in the United States. In a National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)-sponsored study, robotic technology was used to sample wastewater from municipal 
sewers and measure the levels of various opioids. In the past, researchers seeking to directly measure opioid exposure 
were often limited to a universe of people who had some sort of contact with the health care system. Availability of such 
objective opioid consumption data from different parts of a community could help public health officials more efficiently 
allocate resources such as community outreach, emergency medical services or medication-assisted opioid use disorder 
treatment programs. 

Drug-Free Communities - The Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program is the nation’s leading effort to mobilize 
communities to prevent and reduce substance use among youth. Click Link Here for CDC Resource.  

Patient Safety  

Chartbook on Patient Safety 

This Patient Safety chartbook is part of a family of documents and tools that support the National Healthcare Quality 
and Disparities Report (QDR). This chartbook includes a summary of trends across measures of patient safety from the 

https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1238/2021%20APP%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cuCHAuVnfgSBZ6_GJKnpDYBsMT-5tFvm1my8qGaDrJ4TwttpBIS0vkj30RcDwi4xH3BIz35jvUNoDgjQrAAxhjeGaKjrqLOk7AwerBRNZ2k94mKjUQIQoNS_acoX47sSnebKZXDGBO1ZbUSwgwK8V2fCD36Mh3BqslObSNwl1FCGIQANUSgFD5qW3IJRzz0tk_FpqVE3HJFZl5OYnLr9XovrT7oRjtEglUg_Xg7M8loceq6n9-b0UK-328gPZwlsbAoPgv1gaLW_OFC7hCKsPg==&c=iYfFKaXbg1MC_TWXvWg_b8uo_7rVW6u4cs5ZBfpdMrSpu-1DJ0xSmQ==&ch=De8BLS7tpxoz1zIs8BKYtURza-f42nOkp5VbjLRraVMDWt7yArU5cg==
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/drug-free-communities/about.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1026-DM47616&ACSTrackingLabel=February%202021%20Drug%20Overdose%20Updates&deliveryName=USCDC_1026-DM47616
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cuCHAuVnfgSBZ6_GJKnpDYBsMT-5tFvm1my8qGaDrJ4TwttpBIS0vkj30RcDwi4xePvTRs4B-ggtchzXxB0ecn9ptPWlrzpjwcVIuSD9rvSRbRrU0e2pU0-YrrIFx6Wm3LtnH4rBdyVj6B0FS_Nb272EtJSPMQU2arKQYydsDuKVIGaLpVjzjD_2xsuFseuaUfrdrt-QROjFvPh-CyghhBGTxd5pB2esagX3BEsDSzw=&c=iYfFKaXbg1MC_TWXvWg_b8uo_7rVW6u4cs5ZBfpdMrSpu-1DJ0xSmQ==&ch=De8BLS7tpxoz1zIs8BKYtURza-f42nOkp5VbjLRraVMDWt7yArU5cg==


 

  
This material was prepared by Telligen, the Medicare Quality Innovation Network Quality Improvement 
Organization, under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. The contents presented do not necessarily reflect CMS policy.  
This material is for informational purposes only and does not constitute medical advice; it is not intended  
to be a substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis or treatment. 12SOW-QIN-QIN-03/05/21-4010 

 

9 

QDR and figures illustrating select measures of patient safety. A PowerPoint version is also available that users can 
download for presentations. The data in this chartbook show recent gains in safety include declining rates of urinary 
tract infections and pressure ulcers in nursing homes. While infection rates for most populations have declined, racial, 
ethnic and gender disparities still persist. 

Updated Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated its interim clinical considerations for use of mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccines currently authorized in the U.S. Updates include new recommendations for preventing, reporting and 
managing mRNA COVID-19 vaccine administration errors; clarification on contraindications and precautions; updated 
information on delayed, local injection-site reactions after the first mRNA vaccine dose; updated quarantine 
recommendations for vaccinated persons; and additional information and updated recommendations for testing for 
tuberculosis (TB) infection. 

Chronic Disease Management  

Inside Chronic Diseases: COVID-19 and Diabetes 

One of the hard truths about the COVID-19 pandemic is the disproportionate effect it has on people with diabetes, one 
of the top four comorbidities associated with mortality due to COVID-19, along with coronary heart disease, obesity and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. A study published in The Lancet: Diabetes & Endocrinology in August 2020 found 
that one-third of hospital COVID-19 deaths occurred among people with diabetes. Experts have recommended a variety 
of approaches to improve outcomes for this population, including targeting patients with high A1C levels who haven't 
been seen in the last six months to set up telehealth appointments, providing free delivery of medications to patients, 
eliminating copays and coinsurance on care related to COVID-19, maintaining coverage for telehealth-based care and 
expanding access to diabetes education for the duration of the pandemic. 

Care Transitions 

EHR Adoption in Long Term Care Key to Improving Care Transitions 

While electronic health records (EHR) systems are ubiquitous in primary, acute and specialty care settings, long-term 
care facilities are still lagging in adoption. The biggest reason for this disparity is that long-term and post-acute care 
facilities (LTPACs) weren’t eligible to participate in Medicare and Medicaid incentive programs to adopt EHRs. But it’s 
critical that LTPACs are able to effectively send and receive patient information. Much relevant information is passing 
among other health care providers, but LTPACs are unable to ingest that information into their recordkeeping systems 
and use it to better patient care. A study of more than 900 nursing homes found a strong correlation between EHR 
implementation and facility quality. Long-term care providers should consider upgrades in technology to take advantage 
of new CMS rules that will soon require hospitals to provide admission, discharge and transfer notifications to the 
downstream provider team. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cuCHAuVnfgSBZ6_GJKnpDYBsMT-5tFvm1my8qGaDrJ4TwttpBIS0vkj30RcDwi4x9s06Hj2vGvIeleBDo90MZj2rsvrwl_xHMW4L9bjsNCUNuDfpkxe0mlVThN6glP_Stjv4tR8omOFf60b_keICu2VJFCox5NCEN5y7u3cW2RNH1QfaOM-6VihoTzKkNiWNWgRIkyCc8bvsjI3Z9ELuE6sLj8qtZ9n40s2eYLs4ks0=&c=iYfFKaXbg1MC_TWXvWg_b8uo_7rVW6u4cs5ZBfpdMrSpu-1DJ0xSmQ==&ch=De8BLS7tpxoz1zIs8BKYtURza-f42nOkp5VbjLRraVMDWt7yArU5cg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cuCHAuVnfgSBZ6_GJKnpDYBsMT-5tFvm1my8qGaDrJ4TwttpBIS0vkj30RcDwi4xnT3Ng2ruCEudPyqlo1yEKRFXyddFePLG4vS5_Jn4Ih8sb939EoqHgQKb7vgpWckVNjdWTzNyEYmisxdKOmBw2O7_W_rgs0-2U3Q9SNrYhW-UTHBRwcvz3PcDmOu-g9h6XoX39bv3sXh1YUvYbqHZZQRIcXwwXyAEzAe-y2XuhJcW67RlBchKGw==&c=iYfFKaXbg1MC_TWXvWg_b8uo_7rVW6u4cs5ZBfpdMrSpu-1DJ0xSmQ==&ch=De8BLS7tpxoz1zIs8BKYtURza-f42nOkp5VbjLRraVMDWt7yArU5cg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cuCHAuVnfgSBZ6_GJKnpDYBsMT-5tFvm1my8qGaDrJ4TwttpBIS0vkj30RcDwi4xGO-Len5qgQbUb-50HN_Wxct1A-Ei5FIvaosziJNG0n28GlH-Pc3nzUvtzoysYfsXZ2Dv0fqXybP6Nr-mkBVLmz6-Q_95YJ0d_oT0KDvPmsUCwuhqp7DMz2YwsjjEAs086kSIPmLtdMmy-MEQMoHJHYoifC8x8lm1W-1mRG6aX-45fG7J36BFYcODjvMpFJdKawFNLiyWodpNmWdKaXFEbCeSsslbaHjPwh8MBMMPems=&c=iYfFKaXbg1MC_TWXvWg_b8uo_7rVW6u4cs5ZBfpdMrSpu-1DJ0xSmQ==&ch=De8BLS7tpxoz1zIs8BKYtURza-f42nOkp5VbjLRraVMDWt7yArU5cg==
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Reminder: Upcoming MIPS Important Dates and Deadlines 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) would like to remind clinicians of important upcoming Merit-based 
Incentive Payment System (MIPS) dates and deadlines: 

• January 4, 2021 – 2020 MIPS performance year data submission window opened. 

• March 1, 2021 – Deadline for CMS to receive 2020 claims for the Quality performance category. Claims must 
have been received by CMS within 60 days of the end of the performance period. Deadline dates vary to submit 
claims to the MACs. Check with the MACs for more specific instructions. 

• March 31, 2021 – 2020 MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances Application period closes for COVID-19 
related applications. This includes EUC Applications for Alternative Payment Model (APM) Entities For more 
information about the impact of COVID-19 on Quality Payment Program participation, see the Quality Payment 
Program COVID-19 Response webpage 

• March 31, 2021 – 2020 MIPS performance year data submission window closes. 

For More Information  

To learn more, visit the QPP website and access the following resources: 

• 2020 MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances Application Resources (zip) 

• 2020 Data Submission Videos 

• 2020 Data Submission FAQs 

Don’t miss these upcoming events! 

Telligen Sponsored Events 

Colorado Community Connect Meeting 

March 16 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm MT  

COVID-19 has shown how important community is and the critical role it has in overcoming challenges, sharing 
resources and working together. As a leader in bringing communities together, Telligen QI Connect™ is hosting 
Community Connect Calls monthly to share experiences, tools, ideas and challenges. 

The goal of these calls is to meet our communities where you are and provide opportunities for you to share in free-
flowing and creative ways with other peers who are experiencing similar challenges or issues. Let us be the trusted 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L1Jlc2VhcmNoLVN0YXRpc3RpY3MtRGF0YS1hbmQtU3lzdGVtcy9Nb25pdG9yaW5nLVByb2dyYW1zL01lZGljYXJlLUZGUy1Db21wbGlhbmNlLVByb2dyYW1zL1Jldmlldy1Db250cmFjdG9yLURpcmVjdG9yeS1JbnRlcmFjdGl2ZS1NYXAvIn0.cofRVk6cKQ32-3iRYZBjugsR3yj7niQ2X1rBhXgY1ck/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L21pcHMvZXhjZXB0aW9uLWFwcGxpY2F0aW9ucyNleHRyZW1lQ2lyY3Vtc3RhbmNlc0V4Y2VwdGlvbi0yMDIwIn0.UfP4J4NEAzeU5imjT3M-VyINtiYrM_1HOjCC69FsXNw/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L2Fib3V0L2NvdmlkMTkifQ.csRa1g0ODS5f1hlcRhQUJ0rtCDKox0fO36zjznVlTZw/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292In0.LPJ5rSGkzLWREe5fKu9k4RtC6Z6Vo4f_SsUKxu25fLw/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyMTcvMjAyMCUyME1JUFMlMjBFeHRyZW1lJTIwYW5kJTIwVW5jb250cm9sbGFibGUlMjBDaXJjdW1zdGFuY2VzJTIwUmVzb3VyY2VzLnppcCJ9.DbSOFrbf2TA_wCb_bh-Of6vu5nmdBwqUPjswr5FTn5g/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..EIt98TcDUXDj3UuNA75HAczNaa7EkbKM7pgl_9QUsy8/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNzIvMjAyMCUyMERhdGElMjBTdWJtaXNzaW9uJTIwRkFRcy5wZGYifQ.sbG-X0Bftz6bEqJWEi9NbOHivlwO8-Wei0qPUBg7cu4/s/980007085/br/92959806487-l
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partner you lean on for resources, education, and technical assistance to help ease some of the burdens you’re facing 
daily. 

Join your fellow community partners for our monthly call. Click on the registration link below: 

 Register now! https://telligenqinqio.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrc-CtqzwiEtIQN-MfNA_hVIDvIshOxY06 

Telligen QPP Connect Live! Call-in Session 

March 17 @ 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

Join us for our Monthly QPP Connect Live! call-in sessions! Calls are every 3rd Wednesday from 12:00 – 1:00 PM CT with 
relevant MIPS topics for small practices changing monthly 

Call-in info for every month’s call: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Phone one-tap: US: +13462487799,,95908897340# or +16699006833,,95908897340# 
Meeting URL: https://dsu.zoom.us/j/95908897340?pwd=dkVZSm5CM3EyQUpEQk1BZVFWdzh6UT09 
Meeting ID: 959 0889 7340 
Passcode: 761463 
Join by Telephone: For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location. 
Dial: US: 1 346 248 7799 or 1 669 900 6833 or 1 253 215 8782 or 1 312 626 6799 or 1 929 205 6099 or 1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 959 0889 7340 

Colorado QPP Coalition Office Hours:  

March 23 @ 12pm-1pm MT (12pm -1pm MT / 11am – 12 pm CST) 

Topic: Overview of Reporting For MIPS Performance Year 2021 

Register 

TMF Resources:  

2020 MIPS Synergies Workshop 

Download the latest on-demand MIPS Workshop from TMF. The 2020 MIPS Synergies Workshop explores how different 
categories and measures relate to each other and can therefore improve scores in multiple categories. The workshop 
includes an informative implementation guide with resources, as well as brief videos that demonstrate examples. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Zes9nK3lHl5LtRM4kbYCsmU7VWDDDOv8MB9-7Z38BoGpiL8W6Be4HXcueTCJLXPOp0o0M2jQyvghzn_-FpQq1ahhOAsWlWYr20m6bs8HhYngZD_k5rJTRjx4WVTfrRJwM8T_ZB215QNCLNsegg-fC77Dm9YOv735MBCNOQqD77dqGzpTqRwxhQQJLqmrwYAk1AEA1SbcobKM0j7sSiYSnKg1yOu1jtzPDPO2NPlFVM=&c=ZEXcq2g-DpnkDu26WDCfMecYT3GSUCYXy4U0lIie3m3iBKxFrbI2rQ==&ch=fzdfpqCBH9HHKWCrS9M32fkAsLdn2eHeuJ3U1wRmcGbY8r7pmCY8jw==
https://telligenqinqio.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrc-CtqzwiEtIQN-MfNA_hVIDvIshOxY06
https://dsu.zoom.us/j/95908897340?pwd=dkVZSm5CM3EyQUpEQk1BZVFWdzh6UT09
https://telligenqinqio.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJclc-ispzsoGtwZALBT5wo-r3Re-xIxGN5S
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jHOOnmzSfjN14ja-gUivBFpDOBhQz2PWqvLK2RNONco38Q-q5kgl-moXQFPIV5RTXgU60DiUYbW2czxSm9-fRPvW2xSTmH-LI-RyHUczPDU2VijGziaapXO49-3esxJkb1S-txRxVNO9GHqwRA4TEEswUyr-wLaiSLg6UtgUZV5iCY14vhUBYmQvDsF0xgPYCNVM3bwC_sXnT-sJ7-5SDtu2VIdAIELKckbT6JoW9KVCZ47iKDXj0C78EteN0QxxXAr7bdcAAjZFmaFT-FgxfQXT8h9_LhfskhFC3G9ZRtzpnIOK-vInJDp4cbOI_-EOsZo0tRQoW4ZKrJJTEPIvhg==&c=KRrd1RBF09C2neOAzCFjne-s4q1v8NpeUqCbQQoGd99AnwtGsEeH2g==&ch=VNM35QqpuqfGabdhkKxxCWtdMWtlAWiXBjFJXm9_jrWKqpGZGLl0sQ==
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MIPS Hardship Exceptions for the 2020 Performance Year 

The events of 2020 may have resulted in challenges for clinicians participating in the MIPS program. The Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is aware of this and has developed additional opportunities for taking a hardship 
exception for MIPS reporting. 

Q&A: Exceptions Versus Exclusions for the Promoting Interoperability Category 

Explore the MIPS Promoting Interoperability (PI) category exceptions or the measure-specific exclusions to determine 
whether any apply to you. The clinician or practice must also consider whether their final MIPS score will be higher by 
taking an overall exception for the entire PI category or taking selective measure-specific exclusions and receiving a PI 
score. This PDF helps answer those questions. 

TMF Sponsored Events: Check out upcoming events HERE 

Connect with a TMF Consultant 

Submit a TMF Request for Support.  

Email QPP-SURS@tmf.org.  

Call 1-844-317-7609 or live chat with a TMF consultant, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. CT. 

Telligen Resources 

New Resources are Now Available on the QPP Resource Library and QPP Webinar Library 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has posted many new Quality Payment Program (QPP) resources to 
the QPP Resource Library and the QPP Webinar Library: 

Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS)  

2021 Performance Year 

• 2021 MIPS Eligibility Decision Tree: Am I Eligible to Participate in the Merit-based Incentive Payment System 
(MIPS) in the 2021 Performance Year? 

• 2021 MIPS Payment Adjustment Fact Sheet: The 2021 MIPS payment adjustment, determined by the 2019 final 
score, will affect payments made for services in calendar year 2021 

• 2021 Qualified Registries Qualified Posting: This document lists the 2021 Qualified Registries for MIPS. 

• 2021 Qualified Clinical Data Registries (QCDRs) Qualified Posting: This document lists the 2021 Qualified 
Clinical Data Registries (QCDRs) for MIPS. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jHOOnmzSfjN14ja-gUivBFpDOBhQz2PWqvLK2RNONco38Q-q5kgl-oK_6kfCtnTQLjjbQDGFMGNhX6M6y1nRhDyJwyangVoaspmqIEco5wwMlHXGuCIciV9xTF2pM0jf7kXdcrvSloItyMx-Bv5RFS7kq4YLQk_E0b7tmVJ_xyQ=&c=KRrd1RBF09C2neOAzCFjne-s4q1v8NpeUqCbQQoGd99AnwtGsEeH2g==&ch=VNM35QqpuqfGabdhkKxxCWtdMWtlAWiXBjFJXm9_jrWKqpGZGLl0sQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jHOOnmzSfjN14ja-gUivBFpDOBhQz2PWqvLK2RNONco38Q-q5kgl-oK_6kfCtnTQfj7zYut6e_j49kCFGA10GnMN0wvd3jV1XvtUPOORRakkHR-8QH2oZRrAJvTop1eMkgkdMJNDmv5UULdJpO_Hpm-vLv-_Wh8OgYv-INipxbw=&c=KRrd1RBF09C2neOAzCFjne-s4q1v8NpeUqCbQQoGd99AnwtGsEeH2g==&ch=VNM35QqpuqfGabdhkKxxCWtdMWtlAWiXBjFJXm9_jrWKqpGZGLl0sQ==
https://tmfnetworks.org/Networks/Quality-Payment-Program/Events-Calendar
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oYmeEjfitrCzZz9AbWC2WvpYWEnOyhzfqApX9X7pI7vBYVzEO__2VSy1xX6ic5mu1790SScWeiTVo0hDl6ielJts1z31gBR8M-DNYRlUAA9fGquLQlUC48vxQepcw5X0aFJCGbLQBkEBm5IfEBBWsNsUUNghMs9d&c=RC3JUEq9pYb39FQGlSyPRY75wdNKVdsJvri4urOiv3zt1Ecq4sspbA==&ch=nV-rY_lCRW61n3_MHmw8vGxc6_hxcpBYjJaXWrSpIHgkfEDzAPGLog==
mailto:QPP-SURS@tmf.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oYmeEjfitrCzZz9AbWC2WvpYWEnOyhzfqApX9X7pI7vBYVzEO__2VUOsHAkOuap_WNe01RPZ9VkRwDIAoj-oeZLCvFGkPUPpnytjpHTvCIx7kDksoheEBtfQLyuOcOZB0czEAIVQEk6ROzEp8X6sozoi78IGOGFLsRw-IjGCP-yA1xDwwc_1Aw==&c=RC3JUEq9pYb39FQGlSyPRY75wdNKVdsJvri4urOiv3zt1Ecq4sspbA==&ch=nV-rY_lCRW61n3_MHmw8vGxc6_hxcpBYjJaXWrSpIHgkfEDzAPGLog==
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L3Jlc291cmNlcy9yZXNvdXJjZS1saWJyYXJ5In0.GY3uOcBofsTe54HC7ghl9v2VHoejp6NgBeFniGLO6q4/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L3Jlc291cmNlcy93ZWJpbmFycyJ9.-HodzGaXS5102TYaL0qZG9PeNyZ2WKzX2D1gBDxYg-s/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1162/2021%20MIPS%20Eligibility%20Decision%20Tree.pdf
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1110/2021%20MIPS%20Payment%20Adjustment%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyMzIvMjAyMSUyMFF1YWxpZmllZCUyMFJlZ2lzdHJ5JTIwUXVhbGlmaWVkJTIwUG9zdGluZy54bHN4In0.pOZDB-Zzney4Mq6HVaFA5pExS4qA4SEDG8VnThJ0HR4/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyMzAvMjAyMSUyMFFDRFIlMjBRdWFsaWZpZWQlMjBQb3N0aW5nLnhsc3gifQ.nnqmknFPf7azeJBowHVFi7cIVSpfGobZwbyiZvzTwHg/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l


 

  
This material was prepared by Telligen, the Medicare Quality Innovation Network Quality Improvement 
Organization, under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. The contents presented do not necessarily reflect CMS policy.  
This material is for informational purposes only and does not constitute medical advice; it is not intended  
to be a substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis or treatment. 12SOW-QIN-QIN-03/05/21-4010 

 

13 

• 2021 Patient-Facing Encounter Codes (zip): This resource lists the determinants used to assess the non-patient 
facing status of 2021 MIPS eligible clinicians. 

• The Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015(MACRA) Wave 4 Cost Measure Development 
Presentation: This recording provides detailed information about the Wave 4 public comment approach. 

2020 Performance Year 

• 2020 MIPS Opt-In and Voluntary Reporting Election Toolkit (zip): This toolkit describes how to elect to opt-in or 
voluntary report to MIPS for the 2020 performance year. 

• 2020 MIPS EMA and Denominator Reduction User Guide: This guide provides an overview of the Eligible 
Measures Applicable (EMA) process and lists related quality measures by clinical topic for both registry and 
claims data submission. 

• 2020 Data Submission Videos: These videos provide an overview of 2020 data submission and review processes 
such as how to opt-in as a QPP eligible clinician and a registry, manual attestation of improvement activities and 
promoting interoperability measures, and file upload and quality scoring. 

• 2020 Data Submission FAQs: This document helps answer frequently asked questions about data submission for 
the 2020 performance year of MIPS. 

Alternative Payment Models (APMs) 

• 2021 Qualifying APM Participant (QP) Quick Start Guide: What does it mean to be a QP in 2021? 

• 2020 and 2021 Comprehensive List of APMs: This resource displays the comprehensive list of APMs for the 
2020 and 2021 performance years. 

• 2020 APM Quality Scoring Resources (zip): These documents describe the APM Scoring Standard and 
methodology for the quality performance category for MIPS APMs in 2020. 

For More Information or Questions Regarding the MIPS Quality Payment Program: 

Contact the Quality Payment Program at 1-866-288-8292 or by e-mail at: QPP@cms.hhs.gov. To receive assistance more 
quickly, consider calling during non-peak hours—before 10 a.m. and after 2 p.m. Eastern Time (ET). 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyODQvMjAyMSUyMFBhdGllbnQlMjBGYWNpbmclMjBFbmNvdW50ZXIlMjBDb2Rlcy56aXAifQ.5f_07U0Jpblp_b1Fb0PYqDibM-26ezqU0taO6m1dIrw/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3lvdXR1LmJlL0gwRHVodW1rMVNZIn0.Bc0KdaO5n-yMtFzM1611Ss5IqibW2ojEAb_6KpJAVBk/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3lvdXR1LmJlL0gwRHVodW1rMVNZIn0.Bc0KdaO5n-yMtFzM1611Ss5IqibW2ojEAb_6KpJAVBk/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNTAvMjAyMCUyME1JUFMlMjBPcHQtSW4lMjBhbmQlMjBWb2x1bnRhcnklMjBSZXBvcnRpbmclMjBFbGVjdGlvbiUyMFRvb2xraXQuemlwIn0.8urltiPhOKQbtqP4eq79FlBBmM1C-ePRSntEipvWUL4/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNzQvTUlQUyUyMEVNQSUyMGFuZCUyMERlbm9taW5hdG9yJTIwUmVkdWN0aW9uJTIwVXNlciUyMEd1aWRlLnBkZiJ9.jka52K8bYl1sa1yqcpfzbIkU8i0Taw9ja6EpIe-_pI4/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1BtHN7dwz32Vbdc6KPXH6p6f4hH8xpBOypW7BXfB4sM/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyNzIvMjAyMCUyMERhdGElMjBTdWJtaXNzaW9uJTIwRkFRcy5wZGYifQ.w5Qi1Vr7_HE65gp07nhTqbR5okuLKI76nxeGBE5Fozk/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1197/2021%20QP%20Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEyMTMvMjAyMCUyMGFuZCUyMDIwMjElMjBDb21wcmVoZW5zaXZlJTIwTGlzdCUyMG9mJTIwQVBNcy5wZGYifQ.PF6pCBQaI87KEZAXpp5-a3KSoR0PG_GEYX7guBM_upg/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTQuMzMyOTg2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC1jbS1wcm9kLWNvbnRlbnQuczMuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEwNDgvMjAyMCUyMEFQTSUyMFF1YWxpdHklMjBTY29yaW5nJTIwUmVzb3VyY2VzLnppcCJ9.AM6s-cJBmHTaa33JTswcjX7AJgnz-v3ro3eAiMMCxEE/s/980007085/br/93103081901-l
mailto:QPP@cms.hhs.gov
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