
Kim Bimestefer 

Executive Director, Department of Health Care Policy and Financing 

Kim Bimestefer was appointed by Governor John Hickenlooper to serve as 
Executive Director for the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing on 
January 8, 2018.  She was reappointed by Governor Jared Polis in December 
2018 and confirmed by the Colorado Senate in January 2019. As Executive 
Director, Ms. Bimestefer oversees the operations and strategic direction of the 
Department which administers the Colorado Medicaid (Health First Colorado) 

and Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) programs. 

Executive Director Kim Bimestefer has been a senior healthcare executive for more than 25 
years in not-for-profit, publicly-traded and sole-proprietorship organizations. She has been the 
local Board Chair, President & General Manager for Cigna Mountain States, responsible for 
strategy, customer satisfaction, care management, provider contracting, growth and P&L. Prior 
to that role, she founded and built a $10 billion, national division inside Cigna to serve more than 
1.3 million members. She began her health care career at a nonprofit insurance company, rising 
to a board-appointed officer overseeing about half the company’s membership as well as 
strategy, product development, member service, and network partnerships. 

Director Bimestefer has received numerous industry awards for leadership in business and 
industry, including:  Forbes Women Leaders Issue, one of seven western region leaders 
recognized for exemplary business leadership, June 2016; Colorado’s 25 Most Powerful 
Women in Business, Colorado Women’s Chamber, 2016; Outstanding Women in 
Business/Healthcare, Denver Business Journal, 2015; Women of Distinction, Girl Scouts of 
America, 2015. 

Bimestefer has been active in community and business organizations, such as the Colorado 
Forum, Colorado Concern, and the Colorado Women’s Chamber. She has served on many 
boards including the Colorado Association of Health Plans, the Metro Denver Economic 
Development Corporation, the American Heart Association, and the Precious Child Advisory 
Board. She also has chaired several community events, such as the American Cancer Society’s 
CEOs against Cancer and the CPRD gala fund-raiser. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree from Towson State University and her MBA from Loyola 
College of Maryland, both cum laude. She is also a graduate of the Wright Management Group 
and Darden School of Business, Executive Leadership Programs. 

 






