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St Mary’s Garden 
Clean-up Party 

Junior Warden Tim Brown is 
planning a work party for parish 
gardeners and garden admirers 
on Saturday, September 4, at  
9 am. We will be weeding, 
edging, and doing a general 
cleanup of St. Mary’s beautiful 
garden spaces.  

Please put September 4 on your 
Calendula! BYOT (bring your own 
trowel), please, feel free to bring 
garden-minded friends, and 
remember to wear a hat and 
sunscreen. 

To celebrate our efforts, we’ll 
have a special coffee hour 
 in the garden following the  
10 am service on Sunday, 
September 5. 
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WHERE THE LAND, THE SEA, AND THE SACRED MEET

From the Rector: 
Time 

When I reached a certain age, I began to notice some 
unsettling changes going on. I no longer recognized 
most of the popular songs being played on the radio. 

The only thing stranger sounding than the songs themselves were 
the names of the musicians singing them. And then it dawned on me 
that I was like the fellow who had gotten off at the wrong train 
station and realized too late that he had landed in an unfamiliar 
place. And the train had left and was not coming back. 

Being linear beings, we see through the lens of time and interpret 
life based on experience. These days it feels as if the speed of change 
is accelerating. Or at least it seems that way.   

The truth is, every moment, every hour, every day is a perishable 
gift. Like manna from heaven, time is not something you can bank 
and withdraw later on when you need it. The gift of time is good 
only in the present. What we do with it is up to each of us. 

So what shall we do? The clock is ticking and there is no time to 
waste. As my favorite theologian once said, to love in the moment is 
the only way to slow time down. At least it seems that way for the 
one who loves.

Our rector, the Reverend Terry R. Pannell, will be on a well-deserved 
vacation until October 8. In case of pastoral emergency, please call the  
church office, 508-487-2622, during his absence.
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Recent Vestry Actions 

Approved estimated expenses 
between $2,200 and $3,700 for 
repairs to the wind system in our 
30-year-old Bedient pipe organ. 

Approved a contribution of 
$2,000 to Episcopal Relief and 
Development designated for the 
people in Haiti in the aftermath  
of a devastating earthquake, 
followed by a deadly tropical 
storm. 

Approved the Rector’s request for 
vacation time for the month  
of September, extending through 
October 8. 

Directory Access  
and Updates 

Please don’t forget to email us at 
smothoffice@gmail.com or call the 
church office at 508-487-2622 if 
there is a change to your address 
or phone number. Church 
directories are available to 
parishioners upon request.   

A Message from the Senior 
Warden
Greetings from the Outer Cape to those of you who are nearby and 
those whose thoughts and hearts remain close to this special space 
in spirit. I look forward to serving the good people of St. Mary of 
the Harbor in my role as Senior Warden of the Vestry, and I will 
communicate with the parish through our quarterly newsletter.  
If at any time, you have questions for me or would like to share your 
thoughts, please reach out to me via email at pgpenza@aol.com.  

I would like to use my first Warden’s message to you to introduce 
you to your Vestry. I know you are all as delighted as I am that we 
have such a group willing and able to share their skills, time, and 
talents to serve us all.  

Our Junior Warden, Tim Brown, first visited St. Mary of the 
Harbor on New Year’s Eve in 1987, although his involvement and 
commitment came later. In 2010, he purchased an inn in 
Provincetown and began attending St. Mary’s regularly. Terry’s 
message of love resonated deeply with Tim and led him to share his 
gifts of service as a lector, usher, and member of the Vestry. In his 
role as Junior Warden, he will focus on the care and maintenance  
of our church building and property.. Tim is grateful for St. Mary’s 
leadership, service in action, and the many positive characteristics 
of our church community.

Mike Sutila, our Treasurer, joined St. Mary’s in 2009 and  
married his husband Mark at the church in 2010. Although they live 
in Providence, they consider St. Mary’s to be their primary church. 
The VP of Finance for Chase Machine & Engineering, Mike has 
shared his time and expertise as Treasurer of St. Mary’s since 2013. 
He has been involved with Art & Spirit and the Summer Fair. He 
currently chairs our Stewardship Campaign. 

Our Clerk of the Vestry, Gerri Spinella, began her spiritual 
journey at St. Mary’s at a lay-led service during Women’s Week  
in 1995. She felt an instant connection to both the church and  
its people.Gerri has participated in numerous service-oriented 
activities through the years, including the Provincetown Soup 
Kitchen, the Truro Community Kitchen, and the Legacy Project 
(building GLBTQ curricula).  
—continued on page 3 

mailto:pgpenza@aol.com
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This year, the ancient apple tree in 
St. Mary’s Garden has borne fruit 
with great abundance.

Thank you! 

Congratulations  to Susan Mitchell, 
St. Mary’s vocal soloist, and Bill 
Carlson, our music director.  
Their August 27 performance  
of “Arias and Songs from Mozart  
to Bernstein” was a delightful tour 
de force. Significantly, a free-will 
offering was taken to benefit 
Helping Our Women (HOW). 
Thanks to Susan, Bill, and  their 
generous audience, St. Mary’s 
provided over $500 to HOW.

A Message from the Senior Warden 

—continued from page 2

Gerri’s many interests include travel, writing, learning, and 
spiritual growth. She is a steadfast member of “Strength for  
the Journey,” our Saturday healing services.

John Carroll-Yager, originally from Long Island, moved to 
Boston with his husband Scott Yagel in 2011. Long before 
settling in Boston, they had been visiting Provincetown and 
attending St. Mary’s. They now own a home in Provincetown, 
where they are spending more time now that John has retired 
from his career as an MRI technologist. He has participated  
at St. Mary’s as an usher and a lector, and he has chaired the 
Summer Fair numerous times. John has also done some  
behind-the-scenes maintenance in the garden, one of his 
favorite places to find peace and relaxation.

Harold Ellsworth comes to the outer Cape by way of New 
Jersey and Malden, Massachusetts. He is a graduate of the 
University of Maine, Orono, and has been a very active member 
of St. Mary’s for over 30 years. He has served our parish in the 
capacities of Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, acolyte, 
lector, usher, and in various other liturgical roles.  

David Griffiths joined St. Mary’s after retiring from a career 
as a psychotherapist. A friend’s invitation to attend St. Mary’s 
introduced David to our community, and he was “hooked”  
from that point on, drawn to the spirituality of this special 
place. David has been a part-time resident of Provincetown 
since 2014. He has served on the Art & Spirit committee, and 
he participates as an usher and lector.  

Peter Kosewski is a retired Harvard administrator with a 
specialty in publications and communications and will be 
sharing his expertise by focusing on these areas at St. Mary’s. 
Peter first came to the Cape in 1961, got his first job here as  
a pianist in 1972, and first attended St. Mary’s in 1977. He 
volunteers in the clinic at Wild Care and in the field on projects 
for the Center for Coastal Studies. He and his husband John  
Dennis Anderson have been year-round residents of South 
Wellfleet since 2016. 

—continued on page 4

https://helpingourwomen.org/
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Image from an early  
fundraising brochure for  
St. Mary of the Harbor 
Church records indicate that this 
illustration is the work of Arthur 
Franklin Musgrave (1878–1969). 
Born in England, Musgrave 
studied painting in Cornwall and 
in Munich. Following service in  
the Great War, he moved to the 
US, living primarily in Santa Fe,  
but maintaining a summer home 
in Truro. He was a member of the 
Provincetown Art Association,  
and his work appeared in several 
of its juried exhibitions. The 
brochure dates from the tenure  
of the Reverend Robert Wood 
Nicholson, the first full-time vicar 
(1933–1938) at St. Mary’s. 
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Church of St., Mary of the Harbor 
517 Commercial Street  

Provincetown, MA 02657 
508-487-2622 

 
Contributors 

Tim Brown, Beth Chapman,  
Peter Kosewski, Terry Pannell, 

Patricia Penza 
 

If you have photographs of 
interest to readers of Outermost 

Voice, please send them to 
kosewski@gmail.com. 
Our next deadline is  

November 15. 
 

A Message from the Senior Warden 

—continued from page 2

John Loftin moved to Provincetown in 2018. A long-time active 
member of his previous parish in Tennessee, John has experience  
as an usher, lector and lay eucharistic minister, with an additional 
background in historic preservation and finance. He continues to 
manage a business that he owns in Mississippi. John L. and his 
husband John C. enjoy walking, entertaining, and admiring the 
architectural and horticultural treasures of Provincetown.

Anita McGahan enjoys an accomplished career as a professor  
at the University of Toronto’s Schools of Management, Global 
Affairs, and Public Policy. She has been recognized internationally 
for her work on addressing global health concerns, one of her many 
areas of interest and expertise. Anita also focuses on working to  
lead businesses toward improving humanitarian, social justice,  
and climate issues. A resident of the Cape for 22 years, and 
Provincetown for the past 11 years, Anita has a love for and 
commitment to our community at St. Mary’s.

Finally, here’s some information on your Senior Warden, Patricia 
Penza. I am a retired World Language teacher and program 
administrator. I have been a yearly visitor to the outer Cape since  
my teenage years, and my husband, Phil, and I fulfilled a dream by 
building a vacation home in Eastham in 1999. We retired there two 
years ago and are now full-time residents. I have visited St. Mary’s 
many times over the years and am delighted to become a full-time 
parishioner. In my previous church, St. Mark’s, Foxborough,  
I served as Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and Outreach Chair.  
At St. Mary’s, I have served as an usher, a lector, and most recently,  
a member of our Regathering Committee. I also enjoy serving at St. 
Mary’s winter luncheons and hope that we will be able to resume 
that ministry in 2022. I enjoy get-togethers with family and friends, 
my weekly francophone conversation group, my three (!) book 
groups, and my monthly trips to NY to visit with my mother, my 
children and my grandchildren. I am missing my annual trips to 
Quebec, but hopeful that I will cross the border again soon!

Other Church News Sources 
Diocese of Massachusetts 

https://www.diomass.org/news-pubs/diocesan-news 

Episcopal Church News Service 
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org 

mailto:kosewski@gmail.com
https://www.diomass.org/news-pubs/diocesan-news
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org
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