Illness
Both parents and childcare providers want to keep children healthy.  In spite of everyone’s effort children do get sick.  Parents are responsible for providing up-to-date emergency phone numbers, promptly picking up ill children, and consulting with their child’s health care provider regarding diagnosis and care.  They should inform the child care provider when their child is ill with a contagious disease and request their pediatrician’s cooperation in consulting with the child care provider, if the illness has implications for other children in care.

If your child shows any symptoms of an infectious disease, or acute illness such as:

· Fever (under arm 101° or higher) and behavior changes

· Uncontrolled diarrhea (stool runs out of diaper or the child cannot get to the bathroom in time)

· Vomiting more than once in the previous 24 hours.

· Pink eye with white or yellow discharge until 24 hours after treatment has started

· Unusual rash with fever

· Sore throat or difficulty in swallowing

· Scabies, head lice, or other insect infestation until 24 hours after treatment is started and the child is nit-free

Please do not send your child to the center, and notify the center of your child’s absence due to illness. Additionally, children who have been prescribed an antibiotic may not return to the center until 24 hours after their first dose.
If your child is sent home after lunch time he/she may not return to the center the following day. Your child may return the third day if they are symptom free.  If your child was sent home before lunch time he/she may return when they are symptom free for 24 hours.
Further, a child may be excluded from the center if:

· Child does not feel well enough to participate comfortably in the usual activities (particularly lethargic, or out of sorts)
· The child is too sick to go outside for outdoor play

· Staff cannot care for the sick child without interfering with the care of other children.

If the child is too ill to stay in child care, the child will be provided a place to rest until the parent, legal guardian or designated person arrives. The child will be supervised at all times by someone familiar with the child.
HOWEVER, THE FINAL DECISION FOR INCLUSION OR EXCLUSION OF A CHILD WHO IS DETERMINED ILL IS MADE BY DANVILLE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER’S CLASSROOM TEACHER(S).

If your child does come in, we may refuse service or call to have the child picked up. In many cases, rest at home will alleviate symptoms and hasten recovery.  If all parents follow these guidelines, there will be fewer illnesses for children and fewer missed days of work for all parents.

Children having recovered from an infectious disease may need written permission signed by a physician to return to the center.  The Enrollment Director will inform you if the center needs this document.

In the event a child needs emergency care, 911 will be called to take the child to the Geisinger’s emergency room. A parent will be notified immediately of the incident, and a staff member will stay with the child until the parent or other authorized relative arrives. The accompanying staff member will provide emergency care personnel with information from the Emergency Contact form.
