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To:	Interested Parties
Fr:	Cathy Duvall, Fair Representation in Redistricting
Re:	State Redistricting Updates – July 

Once a month I briefly highlight some of the state legislative, ballot measure campaign and/or community organizing activity on redistricting in a few states. This monthly list is not exhaustive, and any errors are my own. Please note that legislative or ballot measure activity is included for informational purposes only.

Missouri
 "A loss of representation in the legislature leads to a decline in state funding for affected counties and municipalities," wrote David Kimball, Professor of Political Science at University of Missouri - St. Louis.
 
Amendment 3 would repeal most of the Clean Missouri ballot measure passed in 2018 and open the door to using citizen voting age population totals to reapportion state legislative districts. The Vote No on Amendment 3 filed a lawsuit against the ballot language passed by the State Legislature on the grounds it is misleading to voters because it includes provisions that already exist in the state constitution. The campaign also organized cities, counties and businesses to submit testimony explaining how the measure would hurt Missouri’s economy. The effort culminated in an official fiscal statement from the state that will accompany the ballot measure: 

“State governmental entities expect no cost or savings. Individual local governmental entities expect significant decreased revenues of a total unknown amount.”
 
Other State Ballot Measures
As a reminder, in addition to Virginia where the legislature successfully referred a bipartisan redistricting commission to the ballot, there are potentially 3-4 other redistricting reform measures that could appear on the November ballot in other states this fall. The deadline for qualifying the citizen initiatives are coming up quickly.
 
· Arkansas activists are in the final stages of signature gathering to create an independent commission. Led by Arkansas Voters First, signatures are due on July 6.
 
· Oregon voters might have the opportunity to vote on a constitutional amendment to create an independent commission. The campaign led by Common Cause Oregon mailed petitions to half a million households in an effort to collect necessary signatures by the July 2 timeline. 

· Common Cause of Nevada is circulating petitions to create an independent commission. The process in Nevada requires proposed amendments to be submitted to the State Legislature before appearing on the ballot to be voted on by citizens. This timeline means even if enough signatures are collected and passed, the measure will not go into effect for the 2021 redistricting cycle. Activists have until August 5.
 
· North Dakota activists organized under North Dakota Voters First are collecting signatures to qualify a constitutional amendment that would create an open primary system, institute ranked choice voting, move redistricting authority from the state legislature to the newly created State Ethics Commission and require nonpartisan criteria when drawing political districts.
 
Michigan
A total of 9,367 citizens successfully applied for the Citizens Independent Redistricting Commission by the June 1 deadline.  The overall applicant pool roughly met the diversity standards with 78% White and 13% Black, but skewed more male than female (55%-45%, respectively) and older (61% age 55+). 
 
On July 24, the Secretary of State used a computer program to randomly select a representative pool of 200 applicants, with the pool reflecting specific demographic and geographic characteristics. This 200 applicant pool reflects:
 
Democrats: 30%	Republicans: 30%	Independents: 40%
White: 79%	Black: 14%	API/AN: 0.5%   Latinx: 5% 
Male: 49%	Female: 51%
18-34: 29%	35-54: 32%	55+: 39%
 
The State Legislative leaders will each be able to remove 5 applicants from the pool, leaving 180 applicants from which 13 members will be randomly selected before Sept 1.
 
Wisconsin
A conservative group named Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty has filed a lawsuit asking for a rule change for the state redistricting process to effectively cut out the Democratic governor in the redistricting process. Currently the Republican Legislature has authority to draw congressional and state legislative maps, subject to the Democratic governor’s approval or veto (as provided in the state constitution’s requirement for the governor to approve or veto all legislation).

The lawsuit asks the conservative state Supreme Court to establish rules that any redistricting lawsuit would go straight to the state Supreme Court instead of starting in a lower court (and would likely curtail use of federal courts) as a typical lawsuit would. Litigation could also commence once census data is available in 2021, before legislators even have a chance to redraw the lines (and presumably before People’s Map Commission has been able produce maps). According to Jeff Mandell, a Wisconsin public interest lawyer, the Supreme Court majority could then draw new districts “without discovery, a trial, or the presentation of any evidence or input by anyone other than partisan politicians.”

