Black Business Renaissance: The lllinois State Black Chamber of Commerce Explores New
Frontiers in Zimbabwe
By Lord Mic

In a remarkable step forward for Black-owned businesses, the lllinois State Black Chamber of
Commerce (ILBCC) recently sent a pioneering delegation on an advance trade mission to
Zimbabwe. Taking place over the last week of August, the mission was designed to explore the
wealth of opportunities available for Black entrepreneurs and enterprises in lllinois. The
delegation’s journey, driven by a spiritual and economic connection, marks the beginning of a
transformative relationship between the lllinois business community and Zimbabwe.

The seeds of this historic partnership were first planted in May 2024, following outreach from the
Zimbabwean Ambassador and Zim Expo. This early interaction revealed an immediate
alignment between both parties, resulting in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) being
signed at ILBCC's 19th Annual State Convention in early August. The MOU solidified the shared
vision of advancing the pan-African movement and fostering economic ties between lllinois'
Black business community and Zimbabwe.

What followed was a week of enthusiastic and sincere welcomes. The delegation was greeted
with open arms by top officials in executive ministries, as well as everyday Zimbabweans. These
encounters helped dismantle lingering colonial-era misconceptions and preconceived notions.
The warmth and respect shown to the delegation underscored the mutual desire to establish a
robust, empowering relationship built on shared heritage, culture, and opportunity.

Zimbabwe, a relatively young nation with boundless potential, wasted no time in highlighting its
business prospects. From traditional sectors like agriculture, healthcare, and construction
contracting to specialized fields such as mining and natural resources, the country presented a
tantalizing array of opportunities for lllinois’ Black entrepreneurs. Zimbabwe is home to the
second-largest platinum deposit and some of the highest-grade chromium ores in the world,
along with a staggering 2.8 billion tons of platinum group metals and 10 billion tons of chromium
ore. The nation’s lithium reserves are another enticing draw, making the natural resources
sector particularly lucrative.

The delegation’s visit was a testament to Zimbabwe’s eagerness to share its economic riches
with the Black business community in America, with a particular focus on lllinois. With vast
opportunities available across various sectors, now is the time for business owners and
entrepreneurs to seize this moment.

But the story doesn't end here. The ILBCC is inviting Black-owned businesses and
entrepreneurs to join the next trade mission to Zimbabwe from **December 1-8, 2024**. This
special trip includes a breathtaking visit to the iconic Victoria Falls, along with an exclusive safari
experience. Participants will also engage directly with Zimbabwean business leaders and
government officials, creating tangible points of entry for their ventures.



Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to expand your business horizons on an
international stage. Visit [ilbcc.org](http://ilbcc.org) or call **309-740-4430** to secure your spot
on this exciting December trade mission. And mark your calendar for the **20th Annual ILBCC
State Conference** at the new Wind Creek Chicago Southland Casino in summer
2025—complete with the Chamber’s matching registration fee gift.

The future of Black business is global. Will you take your share of the opportunity?



