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Executive Director
Spring has sprung and it’s certainly a blessing to live in such a beautiful area when
our seasons change.
In April we helped Fore Axes celebrate the
opening of their exciting new venue with
a ribbon cutting that brought out a great
number of Chamber board members and
representatives from our membership committee, in addition to county, state, and
local government officials. What a fun and
unique way to spend a Wednesday morning!
The Leadership Allegany! Alumni Committee recently offered an information
session to program graduates who heard
from Elizabeth Stahlman, Administrator
for the City of Frostburg, and Matt Miller,
Executive Director of the Cumberland
Economic Development Corporation.
Each shared the unique challenges they
face in our rural setting, reviewed for us
what economic development is beyond
jobs, restaurants and shopping, and spoke
candidly about the importance of the
projects we are seeing unfold.
The Economic Development Committee
received an update from The Greater Cumberland Committee on their signature
project, the North-South Appalachian
Highway. Colleen Peterson and Jennifer
Walsh teamed up to share the number of
successes that have been realized over the
past twelve years and provided specific goals
to be focused on that will continue to move
this giant and vital project forward. When
TGCC took on the N-S Highway in 2009,
I was working at the organization with
Colleen and am proud to have been a part
of what has proven to be a shining example
of the major impact achieved when we all
work toward a common goal.

Our Annual Golf Outing is
this Friday and we have filled
every available spot for teams.
This will be my first big event in
this position, so I am looking
forward to meeting many new
people! Like any event of this
size, it takes volunteers to ensure
all goes as planned and we
appreciate each one of those who
will serve food and lend their time on the
course. As a way to give back to the community, our golfers have been asked to bring
a donation of food for the Western Maryland Food Bank, which will be on-site that
day to collect items. As details are finalized,
I would like to thank our Gold Sponsors:
AT&T, Cintas, Delmock Technologies,
Maryland Broadband Cooperative, Rocky
Gap Casino, and UPMC Western Maryland.
This year our golfers will receive a complimentary bag filled with items donated from
some of our member businesses, including
Chick-fil-A, Allegany Arts Council, Edward
Jones, Allegany County Tourism, First United
Bank, Chessie Federal Credit Union, Scarpelli
Funeral Home, Allegany Radio Corporation/
Pikewood Media, Cumberland Healthcare
Center, Delmock Technologies, and UPMC
Western Maryland. Additional thanks to
Timbrook Automotive for once again providing the Hole in One prize – a 2021 Kia
Soul. Now we just hope for great weather!
Lucky Ladies Night Out is quickly approaching and the team spent some time at the Ali
Ghan Shrine Club picnic grounds to finalize
the layout to ensure a safe and enjoyable event.
Thank you to our sponsors: Bella, LLC,
Homespire Mortgage, Kristi Otto Allstate
Agency, Divine Reflections, and an anonymous donor. We have collected a great deal
of basket items despite some of the historically
popular items not being available due to the
pandemic. Right on cue, our membership
has gotten creative, and the committee will
soon begin putting together baskets that will
be ready to raffle on June 11. LLNO is open
to the public and if you have some women
in your life who need an evening out, make
continued on last page

May Calendar

May 4
8:30 am
Marketing Committee Meeting
Zoom Conference
May 5
8:00 am 				
Membership Committee Meeting
Zoom Conference
May 7
9:00 am 				
Chamber Golf Outing
Cumberland Country Club
May 11
9:00 am 				
Lucky Ladies Night Out Com.
Zoom Conference
3:00 pm				
Expo Committee Meeting		
Zoom Conference
May 13
8:00 am 				
Education Committee Meeting
Zoom Conference
9:00 am
Leadership Allegany! Rising Mtg. 		
Zoom Conference
Noon					
Legislative Wrap Up			
Zoom Conference
May 17
8:00 am
Leadership Allegany! Alumni Mtg. 		
Zoom Conference
May 18
8:00 am – Noon
Leadership Allegany! 			
Planning Session 			
Allegany College of MD
May 19
8:00 am 				
Economic Development Com. Mtg.
Zoom Conference
May 27
Noon					
Board of Directors Meeting
Zoom Conference
June 2
8:00 am 				
Membership Committee Meeting
Zoom Conference

Celebrates 115th Birthday
The Allegany County Chamber of Commerce proudly celebrated
our 115th birthday in April. Throughout 2021 we are planning to
provide our members, each month, with interesting tidbits of
history that occurred over the years. This month’s newsletter will
focus on how the Chamber was instrumental in bringing Kelly
Springfield Tire Company and Celanese Corporation to the area.
At a time when the community was experiencing large numbers
of unemployed workers (mainly from the coal mining industry) the
Chamber of Commerce, comprised of many of Cumberland’s
business leaders, set out on a mission to bring new industry to the
county. Chamber of Commerce Secretary Philip W. Blake was
traveling back to Cumberland by train from a business meeting and
overheard a group of businessmen talking about a rubber company
that was searching for a plant site. With the Chamber’s approval
he reached out to them and began the process. From the June 28,
1915 minutes of the (Cumberland) Chamber of Commerce:
“Secretary Philip W. Blake reported that he had visited New York City
and had conferred with President Cartmell of the Kelly Springfield
Tire Company, in company with Mr. R. C. Caples, General Traffic
Manager of the Western Maryland Railway Company, and that
Mr. Cartmell had given such encouragement that in the opinion of the
Secretary it was advisable to pursue negotiations at once.” Chamber
members gave their time, energy and wealth to pursue Kelly Springfield Tire Company and encourage them to locate in our area. To
support their mission, they formed The Cumberland Development
Company, which was established to promote the industrial and
commercial development of the City of Cumberland and surrounding vicinity. Taken from their meeting minutes, “The total amount
of the capital stock of said corporation shall be Seven Hundred and
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000.00) divided into Seven Thousand
Five Hundred (7500) shares, of the par value of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) each.” The development company was comprised of
twenty-seven directors and serving at the top was “John Keating,

Kelly Springfield Tire Company

Charles G. Holzshu as treasurer, and energetic George G. Young
as secretary. Other prominent citizens involved in the project were
Hugh A. McMullen, Tasker G. Lowndes and attorney William C.
Walsh.” (taken from the book – Allegany County – A History by
Harry Stegmaier, Jr., David Dean, Gordon Kershaw and John
Wiseman). Groundbreaking ceremonies took place in early 1917
and the plant began making tires by February 1920.
With Kelly Springfield in full production, now it was time to pursue
other industries. The Chamber of Commerce started negotiations
with Dr. Camille Dreyfus, founder of the American Cellulose and
Chemical Manufacturing Company Limited, to bring the plant to
Allegany County. To acquire property for the new plant the Chamber
and the Cumberland Development Corporation established the
Cumberland Industrial Corporation. After months of negotiations
on July 30, 1918 officials of the American Cellulose and Chemical
Mfg. Company, Ltd met with Chamber and Development
Corporation officials at 10:15 pm and by 11:45 pm the final agreement was duly signed and executed. However, the manufacturing
plant encountered many delays and did not officially open until
1920.
As noted in a Times (news) publication (date unknown), “No city
lands a Kelly-Springfield Tire Company or a Celanese Company
every year, so it was understandably a busy time in 1918 when the
Chamber of Commerce was dealing with both of these companies
at the same time concerning locations in Cumberland.” But due
to the tireless efforts of the Chamber of Commerce members who
volunteered their time, effort and money to improve our area two
industries located in our community. But our story does not
end there.
Be sure to check in next month as we explore other endeavors the
Chamber of Commerce has been actively engaged in. Stay tuned!!

Celanese Corporation

ALLEGANY COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PRESENTS

legislative
wrap-up
THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021
12PM VIA ZOOM
AN OVERVIEW OF THE
2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FEATURING

SENATOR GEORGE EDWARDS
DELEGATES
WENDELL BEITZEL
JASON BUCKEL
MIKE MCKAY
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
TO SUBMIT QUESTIONS OR TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
AND TO REGISTER
EMAIL: KRISTA@ALLEGANYCOUNTYCHAMBER.COM
A ZOOM LINK WILL BE SENT

Allegany County Chamber of Commerce

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021
ALI GHAN SHRINE CLUB PICNIC GROUNDS
SEATING STARTS AT 5:30PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE
@ALLEGANYCOUNTYCHAMBER.COM
OR BY CALLING 301-722-2820
*MUST BE 21 OR OLDER*
TICKET PRICE INCLUDES HORS D'OEUVRES, BEER/WINE/SOFT DRINKS
+ A RAFFLE TICKET ON A GRAND PRIZE DRAWING!
($35.00 INDIVIDUAL/$225.00 TABLE OF SEVEN)

THEMED BASKET RAFFLES
THROUGHOUT THE EVENING
SALON TREATMENTS, MASSAGES, AUTO DETAILING, RESTAURANT GIFT
CERTIFICATES, OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATIONS...AND MORE!

CATERING BY
HORNET'S NEST/WING & A PRAYER

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Bella LLC, Divine Reflections, Homespire Mortgage,
Kristi Otto Allstate Agency

Member Profile:

The Egle House, Memory Care Assisted Living
59 Jackson Street
Lonaconing, Maryland 21539
301-463-8928
www.eglehouse.com
Email: gdurst@eglehouse.com

The Egle House is a newly constructed 16 Bed Memory Care Assisted Living Facility
located in Lonaconing, Maryland. Sitting adjacent to and on the campus of the Egle Nursing
and Rehab Center, the new facility is fully-secure with private rooms, private baths and a
secure outdoor courtyard. The Egle House offers physician, lab and therapy services; activities;
transportation; restaurant style meals and more. Pricing is all inclusive with 24-hour
professional staff.
The Egle House is managed by Ms. Gayle Durst, Assisted Living Manager. Professional
nursing services are coordinated by Nurse Manager, Samantha Jones, BSN. Ms. Durst
has extensive training in management of cognitive impairments and the challenges they
present. She is a Certified Dementia Practitioner, Alzheimer’s Disease Dementia Trainer,
and Montessori Dementia Care Professional. All staff have received training in memory
care services.
For more information, please contact Gayle at 301-463-8928 or visit our Facebook Page,
The Egle House, Memory Care Assisted Living. They can also be found on the web at
www.eglehouse.com.

Leadership Allegany! Alumni Committee Events
The Leadership Allegany! Alumni Committee, chaired by Amy Williams, has been
extremely active planning educational,
informative and fun filled events for our
alumni members.
In January they hosted a Virtual Scavenger
Hunt. Leadership Allegany! Vice Chair
Robert Godfrey facilitated the event – it
was a blast and was a great way for alumni
members to interact on a cold winter
evening in the warmth of their own homes.
In March they hosted a Zoom presentation
and conversation about Allegany County
public schools entitled “Where Do We Go
From Here?” Presenting on behalf of the

Allegany County Board of Education was
Superintendent Jeff Blank and Coordinator of Professional Development Dr. George
Brown. It was a very informative meeting
and well attended by alumni members.
In April, the committee presented a zoom
discussion with Matt Miller, Director of
the Cumberland Economic Development
Corporation and Elizabeth Stahlman,
Administrator for the City of Frostburg
talking about what is happening in Cumberland and Frostburg, which was also very
well attended.
And with spring and summer approaching
it is time to get outdoors. The next Leader-

ship Allegany! Alumni event will be a tour
of the new Locust Post Brewery scheduled
for Saturday, May 15th beginning at Noon.
Be sure to watch your email for additional
information.
The Alumni Committee has a multitude of
great educational events and tours coming
your way this year. The Alumni Committee
is open to all alumni members who are
welcome to attend our monthly meetings.
Or, have ideas for tours, new adventures,
or learning opportunities, please email Peg
McKenzie at
peg@alleganycountychamber.com.

Pictured cutting the ribbon are owners
Chelsea Boyle, Rob Boyle, Sherry Watson
and Kevin Watson along with Interior
Designer Christina Freas holding mascot
Shiloh and Entrepreneur William Freas.
Participating in the event from the City of
Cumberland were Councilman Rock Cioni,
Councilman Eugene Frazier and Councilwoman Laurie Marchini. From Allegany
County, Commissioner Jake Shade. From
the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Chairman of the Board Jeffery O’Neal,
First Vice Chairman Robert Godfrey, Second
Vice Chairman James Crowder, Immediate

Past Chairwoman Nicole Wigfield and
board members Patrick Buck, Rob Collette,
Stephen McBride, Kristi Minnigh and
Executive Director Juli McCoy. Attending
from the Chamber’s Membership Committee were Chairman Jonathan Frye and
members Corey Greig, Steve MacGray,
Seth Sgaggero, and Amy Shillingburg. Also
in attendance was Robin Summerfield,
Field Representative for Senator Ben Cardin
and Matt Miller and Stu Czapski from the
Cumberland Economic Development Corporation. Absent when the photo was taken
were owners Lloyd and Tara Appel.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

The Allegany County Chamber of
Commerce recently held a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony to welcome Fore Axes to the
Chamber and to the community. Fore Axes
offers a wide variety of fun – they are the
premier, private axe-throwing and golf
simulator experience lounge located in
Downtown Cumberland, Maryland. They
are the only facility in Western Maryland
that provides their guests with private throwing lanes and golf bays packaged with oneon-one coaching before reservation times.
To learn more about Fore Axes visit their
website at: www.foreaxes.com.

Welcome New Members
(patronize these members and welcome them to
the Chamber)

Bloom Box Queen City

“Chamber After Hours”
Ready for a Comeback?
Have you been missing our monthly “Chamber After Hours” events as much
as we have? With the summer months approaching we feel confident that we
could hold the monthly events outside and still provide a safe environment for
our members. There is only one hurdle – WE NEED A HOST; we are looking
for a member business to consider being a host or several member businesses to
join forces and host the event together. Does your business have the capability
of hosting an After Hours event outside of your facility? Is your location able to
accommodate attendees that could either be inside your facility or outside on a
parking lot, deck, or porch area?
If you have an interest, please contact the Chamber office (301-722-2820) as we
would appreciate the opportunity to discuss details with you.

10 South Mechanic Street
Cumberland, Maryland 21502
301-722-4150
www.bloomboxqueencity.com
Contact:
Lori Dudiak, Owner
E-mail:
bloomboxqueencity@gmail.
com
Category: Florist
Event Venue

Fore Axes

157 Baltimore Street, Suite 300
Cumberland, Maryland 21502
www.ForeAxes.com
Contact:
Kevin Watson, Co-owner
E-mail:
play@foreaxes.com
Category: Indoor Recreation
Bar/Lounge
Description: Offering a wide variety of fun!
Visit the premier, private axethrowing and golf simulator
experience lounge located in
Downtown Cumberland, MD.
Fore Axes is the only facility in
Western Maryland that gives
our guests private throwing
lanes and golf bays packaged
with 1-on-1 coaching before
your reservation time begins

The Hornet’s Nest/Wing and A
Prayer Catering

Legislative Wrap Up Forum With Western
Maryland Delegation Members
The Allegany County Chamber of Commerce Legislative Wrap-Up Forum will
be held on Thursday, May 13, 2021 by Zoom conference call. The program
is sponsored by the Legislative Committee of the Allegany County Chamber of
Commerce.
The Western Maryland Delegation will be in attendance to provide a wrap up the
2021 Legislative Session. The delegation comprised of Senator George Edwards,
Delegate Wendell Beitzel, Delegate Jason Buckel and Delegate Michael McKay
will also participate in a question and answer session.

Reservations are required. Please rsvp by contacting Krista Llewellyn either
by email (krista@alleganycountychamber.com) or by calling the Chamber office
at 301-722-2820 no later than Wednesday, May 12th.

133 Washington Street
Hyndman, PA 15545
814-842-0003
www.wingandaprayercatering.com
Contact:
Bob Merkel, Owner
E-mail:
tracyannmerkel@gmail.com
Category: Restaurant/Caterer
Description: Full-service restaurant and
		 catering service

Tri-State Community Concert
Association

P. O. Box 101
Cumberland, Maryland 21501
301-976-4880
www.tri-stateconcerts.com
Contact:
Cynthia Hook, President
E-mail:
tsconcerts@yahoo.com
Category: Non-Profit
Events (music)
Description: Bringing the finest in live
music to the tri-state area.

Executive Director… continued from page 1
sure you grab early bird tickets before May
28 when prices go up. If you are interested
in contributing to a basket or would like to
put one together, the deadline is May 11.
The Leadership Allegany! Steering Committee, under the leadership of Dr. SaraBeth Bittinger and Robert Godfrey will
be meeting this month to tackle what the
program might look like as we continue to
make our way through “the word I no longer
want to say.” After a very difficult year for
the Class of 2021, which faced cancellations
and topic day pauses, it was decided that the
full program be stopped until September to
pick up where we paused to give the class
a much-deserved experience as close to the
traditional program as possible. This will
cause some shifts in the timeline, but we

will be celebrating our first-ever multi-year
class when they graduate in spring of 2022.
We are hopeful that this plan will stay on
course to honor the Class of 2021-2022.
We will begin accepting applications in
April 2022 for the Class of 2023.
I have been asked quite a bit recently about
“Chamber After Hours” and when we might
get back to those monthly gatherings. There
are quite a few logistics that will need to be
considered, and we are carefully working
through those. The warmer months ahead
certainly give way to more options and I
hope you will take note that we are currently
seeking a host for June 16!
Juli McCoy
Executive Director

The sixth annual “Lucky Ladies Night Out” will be held on
Friday, June 11th at the Ali Ghan Shrine Club Picnic Grounds,
Cumberland, Maryland. The Chamber will adhere to all outdoor
guidelines and to make sure we provide a safe, socially distanced
environment we have moved this year’s event outside under the
pavilion. Tickets are $35.00 per person/ $225.00 (table of seven) and
include hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine, seltzers, soft drinks and a raffle
ticket chance on a grand prize drawing. Doors open at 5:30 pm.
You must be 21 years of age to attend – open to the public.
Tickets can be ordered by contacting the Chamber office at 301722-2820 or by emailing krista@alleganycountychamber.com or
peg@alleganycountychamber.com.

Chamber
Crab Feast

Friday, August 6, 2021
Ali Ghan Shrine Picnic Grounds
6:00 - 9:00 pm

“Lucky Ladies Night Out” is a fun evening with
friends. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres from Hornet’s Nest/
Wing and a Prayer Catering and then browse the
wide variety of themed gift baskets on display. The
baskets will be raffled off throughout the evening;
purchase just one ticket or if you are feeling lucky
purchase a ticket for all the baskets being offered.
There is no limit to the number of raffle tickets you
can purchase. Raffle tickets are just $5.00 each. At the
end of the evening, you could walk away with some
fabulous gifts including salon treatments, outdoor
fun, overnight accommodations, automotive detailing,
restaurant gift certificates, a Mystery Basket chock
full of fabulous items and more. Throughout the event male volunteers will replenish your drinks so you can sit back and enjoy the
evening without missing all the fun. Fun games will be held throughout the evening for those who would like to
participate, or you can just sit back and
enjoy the event.
“Lucky Ladies Night Out” is
proudly sponsored by Bella LLC,
Divine Reflections, Homespire
Mortgage, and the Kristi Otto Allstate
Agency.

Juli R. McCoy, Executive Director

The Chamber News is published monthly by
the Allegany County Chamber of Commerce

www.alleganycountychamber.com

Allegany County Chamber of Commerce 2021 Officers
Chairman: Jeffery D. O’Neal		
		
First Vice Chairman: Robert A. Godfrey
Second Vice Chairman: James S. Crowder
Immediate Past Chairwoman: Nicole R. Wigfield
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