
2020 6-8th Grade Reading List 

  

 

New Kid 
By Jerry Craft        
 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to 
art school, his parents enroll him in a private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of 
color in his entire grade. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood friends 
and staying true to himself? 

 

The Plain Janes 
By Cecil Castellucci and Jim Rugg      
 
When transfer student Jane is forced to move from the confines of Metro City to Suburbia, she thinks her life is over. 
But in the lunch room she finds her tribe: three other girls named Jane. Main Jane encourages them to form a secret 
art gang. But can art attacks really save the hell that is high school? 

 

Hey, Kiddo 
By Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
 
Hey, Kiddo is a profoundly important memoir about growing up in a family grappling with addiction and finding the art 
that helps you survive. 

 

Genesis Begins Anew 
By Alicia D. Williams 
 
This deeply sensitive and powerful debut novel tells the story of a 13-year-old who must overcome internalized racism 
and a verbally abusive family to finally learn to love herself. 

 

The Strangers 
By Margaret Peterson Haddix         
 
The Greystone kids thought they knew. They’ve been a happy family, but everything changes when reports of three 
kidnapped children, who seem remarkably like themselves, reach the Greystone kids. Puzzling clues left behind lead 
to complex codes, hidden rooms, and a dangerous secret that will turn their world upside down. 

 

Sal and Gabi Break the Universe 
By Carlos Hernandez        
 
Sal prides himself on being an excellent magician but he relies on a talent no one would guess . . . except maybe 
Gabi. When Gabi learns that he’s capable of conjuring things and she takes it all in stride, Sal knows that she is 
someone he can work with. There’s only one problem: their manipulation of time and space could put the entire 
universe at risk. 

 

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
By Kwame Mbalia 
 
Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend. All he has left of 
Eddie is his journal. When a creature shows up and steals it, Tristan gives chase and accidentally rips open a hole into 
the MidPass where black American folk heroes fight to preserve the world. Tristan and these new allies will need to 
entice the god Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the hole in the sky.  

 

Dear Sweet Pea 
By Julie Murphy 
 
Patricia “Sweet Pea” DiMarco is dealing with her parents getting a divorce. Dividing her time between two homes is 
not easy. Then one day her neighbor, Flora, who writes the local advice column, leaves for a trip and asks Sweet Pea 
to forward her mail. Sweet Pea recognizes the handwriting on one of the envelopes. What she decides to do with that 
letter will forever change the lives of Sweet Pea, her family, and readers of the “Miss Flora May I?” column. 



 

Prairie Lotus 
By Linda Sue Park 
 
Prairie Lotus is a powerful, touching, multilayered book about a biracial Asian girl determined to fit in and realize her 
dreams: getting an education, becoming a dressmaker in her father’s shop, and making at least one friend. Not such 
easy goals in America in 1880. 

 

Feed Your Mind 
By Jenn Bryant and Cannaday Chapman 
 
August Wilson felt that if he could read about it, then he could teach himself and accomplish anything. When his 
mother brought him to the library, his whole world opened up. After facing prejudice at school from both students and 
teachers, August dropped out. However, he continued reading and educating himself, eventually becoming one of 
America’s most influential playwrights. 

 

City of Ghosts/Tunnel of Bones 
By Victoria Schwab        
 
Trouble is haunting Cassidy Blake . . . even more than usual. She and her ghost friend Jacob are on a trip around the 
world with her parents to film a TV show about the most haunted cities in the world. What her parents don’t know is 
that Cassidy can see ghosts for real. And the dangers lurking beneath London and Paris are more real than even she 
could have imagined. 

 

To Night Owl From Dogfish 
By Holly Goldberg Sloan and Meg Wolitzer 
 
Avery Bloom lives in New York City. Bett Devlin lives in California. While they are opposites, both are 12 and being 
raised by single, gay dads. When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent to the same camp where their dads 
hope they will become friends. But things don’t go as planned for the girls or their dads. Can they figure out a way to 
be a family anyway? 

 

They Called Us Enemy 
By George Takei 
 
In 1942, people of Japanese descent who lived on the west coast were rounded up and shipped to one of 10 
"relocation centers" where they would be held for years under armed guard. This is Takei's account of those years 
behind barbed wire. Takei explores questions like what does it mean to be American, and who gets to decide?       

 

Free Lunch 
By Rex Ogle 
 
Sixth-grader Rex and his baby brother often went hungry, wore secondhand clothes, and were short of school 
supplies, and Rex was on his school’s free lunch program. Grounded in the immediacy of physical hunger and the 
humiliation of having to announce it every day in the school lunch line, Rex’s story hits on not just his physical hunger 
but of hunger for the love and attention of his parents as well.   

 

The Promise of Change 
By Jo Ann Allen Boyce and Debbie Levy 
 
In 1956, 14-year-old Jo Ann Allen was one of 12 African American students who broke the color barrier and integrated 
Clinton High School in Tennessee. At first things went smoothly for the Clinton 12 but then outside agitators interfered, 
and things started to go bad. Jo Ann found herself called on as the spokesperson for the group and a trailblazer in 
history.  

 

Torpedoed 
By Deborah Heiligman 
 
Amid the escalating violence of World War II, British parents chose to send their children out of the country through a 
government relocation program. In September 1940, the SS City of Benares set sail for Canada with 100 children on 
board. Shortly after departing port, a German submarine torpedoed the children's ship. Out of tragedy, ordinary people 
became heroes. This is their story. 

 

Look Both Ways 
By Jason Reynolds 
 
This story was going to begin like all the best stories - with a school bus falling from the sky. But no one saw it happen. 
They were all too busy with their own lives. Jason Reynolds conjures 10 tales (one per block) about what happens 
after the dismissal bell rings and weaves the tales into one funny, poignant look at the detours we face on the walk 
home and in life. 



 

The Enigma Game 
By Elizabeth Wein 
 
1940. Facing a seemingly endless war, 15-year-old Louisa Adair wants to do something - anything to escape the Blitz 
and the ghosts of her parents. She accepts a position caring for an old German lady in the village of Windyedge, 
Scotland. There she meets Ellen McEwenand and Jamie Beaufort-Stuart. When a German pilot lands under 
mysterious circumstances, the three must work together to unravel a puzzle that could turn the tide of the war. 

 

Troublemaker for Justice 
By Jacqueline Houtman, Walter Naegle, and Michael G.Long 
 
He was arrested on a bus 13 years before Rosa Parks, took part in integrated bus rides 14 years before the Freedom 
Riders, mentored Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and helped organize the March on Washington in 1963, but few 
Americans recognize Bayard Rustin’s name. He is absent from most history books, in large part because he was gay. 
This traces Rustin’s life, from his childhood through a lifetime of nonviolent activism. 

 

What the Eagle Sees 
By Eldon Yellowhorn and Kathy Lowinger 
 
Indigenous people have faced disease, war, broken promises, and forced assimilation. Despite losses and challenges, 
they formed new nations from old ones, adopted new ideas and built on them, fought back, and kept their cultures 
alive. When the only possible “victory” was survival, they survived. This follow-up to Turtle Island tells the stories of 
what Indigenous people did when invaders arrived on their homelands. 

 

 

 

 


