
Lake Erie Bluffs Acquisition 

Owned and managed by Lake Metroparks, the 

Lake Erie Bluffs provides approximately 600 acres 

of lakefront property that permanently protects 

valuable coastal wetlands, meadow and 9,000 

feet of undeveloped Lake Erie shoreline.  The 

beach area hosts trees, shrubs and small plants 

including the majority of the preserve’s rare 

plants while the wetlands area is home to dozens 

more rare plant and animal species documented 

by biologists from Lake Metroparks and the 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  The project entailed a partnership among federal, state, and local 

agencies to acquire and preserve natural beach and coastal wetlands habitat in Lake County, Ohio 

approximately 30 miles east of Cleveland. 

The Ohio Coastal Management Program partnered with Lake Metroparks to successfully compete for 

three separate Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP) grants made available through 

the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative in federal fiscal years (FFY) 2010, 2011, and 2012.  The Ohio Coastal 

Management Program leveraged the successful CELCP grants to also successfully compete for National 

Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program funds from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in FFY 2012.  

In total, these four grants enabled the acquisition of 516 acres of habitat, making up the bulk of the Lake 

Erie Bluffs. 

Prior to these acquisitions, the Lake Erie Bluffs property was located in a Joint Economic Development 

District prioritized for industrial and commercial development in Lake County. The main access road to 

the preserve already had the electric, sewer and water utility infrastructure in place to support this type 

of development.  Instead, Lake Erie Bluffs now provides for the permanent protection of coastal wetlands 

as well as a rare stretch of unhardened shoreline along the Ohio Lake Erie shore.  This allows for natural 

bluff erosion, leaving intact a much needed sand source to feed the coastal littoral system and provide for 

continued natural erosion control.   

The Ohio Coastal Management Program provided the key linkage between Lake Metroparks and two 

sources of federal grant funds.  The coastal program staff’s familiarity and expertise with identifying and 

navigating through the world of federal grant opportunities was an essential component in matching 

federal funds with locally available non-federal funds to develop a preserve that provides significant 

opportunities for public access, habitat preservation, and landscape conservation design.  The preserve 

provides an opportunity for adaptive management of a natural shoreline rather than relying on hardened 

erosion control structures and an intensely developed upland area that could be susceptible to coastal 

storm damage and, potentially, the expenditure of emergency management funds that would be used to 

rebuild storm-damaged infrastructure.  Lake Erie Bluffs also provides many opportunities for passive 

public recreation including hiking, picnicking, fishing, bird watching, and kayaking. 

 

 


