March 13, 2020
Dear Members of EJS Community,
Our hearts are with you in the midst of this incredibly difficult and fluid time. May God bless us with a cure
speedily.
After careful and thorough deliberations with medical and epidemiological experts the Edmond J. Safra
Synagogue of NYC will remain open for prayers but restrict services to staggered small minyanim of 20
people each.
We will have a prudently strict admission policy into the building and all regular contact surfaces will be
constantly disinfected.
Minyanim will be held from 7-9 am and 9:15-11:15 am. We will only have space to allow 60 people into the
building during each Minyan time, which will be divided into three small minyanim in separate rooms in the
synagogue.
The Halacha is clear that one must stay home and not go to synagogue if one is sick with a potentially
contagious illness, whether it is COVID-19 or the Flu. For anyone who cannot come who needs to
say Kaddish, please contact the office here and we will have someone say Kaddish on behalf of your loved
one.
The following guidelines should be adhered to. If you fall into one of the below categories, you MUST
NOT ATTEND the synagogue.
• People over the age of 65 MUST NOT attend synagogue services.
• People who have recently traveled by plane or cruise (local or international) to affected outbreak
areas MUST NOT attend synagogue services.
• Women who are, or may be, pregnant MUST NOT attend synagogue services.
• Young children under Bar/Bat Missva MUST NOT attend synagogue services. Youth services are
cancelled.
• Any person who was told to self-quarantine MUST NOT attend synagogue services.
• Any person who is sick in any way MUST NOT attend synagogue services. If you are sick, STAY
HOME.
If you are experiencing any cold or flu- like symptoms (cough, sneezing, fever, shortness of breath, sore
throat) stay home and call your doctor. Monitor for those symptoms more closely than usual at this time. If
after 24-48 hours you are not feeling any better, seek medical care immediately.
We recommend, according to Halacha, that people pray at home at the same time as the minyanim are
running in the synagogue and read Parashat Parah from a chumash. Please pray for this Virus to end!

Additional Updates:
•
•

Food will NOT be served in the synagogue until further notice, with the exception of coffee and
tea.
All large non-Tefilla services (events, lectures, gatherings, children's programs) will be cancelled
until further notice. We will roll out online learning and classes, along with Live Tehillim groups
next week.

We are continually assessing the status of the virus in real time and may make additional changes as
necessary to ensure the safety and welfare of the congregation.
These guidelines are NOT ONLY FOR SYNAGOGUE. All unnecessary social gatherings should be avoided at
this critical time.
Accordingly, please remember to follow the guidelines below:
1. Wash your hands regularly with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. An alcohol-based hand
sanitizer with 60 percent alcohol content or greater can be used if soap and water are not available.
2. Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or bent elbow, not your hands. Throw all used tissues in the
trash right away and wash hands immediately after handling used tissues.
3. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.
4. Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
5. Do NOT shake hands with anyone. Greet people with an elbow bump or a wave instead.
6. Do NOT kiss anyone, the Sefer Torah, Mezuzot or communal Taleitot.
Symptoms for COVID-19 include fever, cough, and/or shortness of breath. We are told if you have any of the
above listed symptoms please contact your health care provider. Should you need to go to the emergency
room, call the hospital ahead of arrival to let them know you are coming with these symptoms.
If you have any questions on finding medical care call 311.
To get regular updates on the latest developments with coronavirus LOCALLY IN NEW YORK CITY text COVID
to 692-692. You will receive regular SMS texts with the latest news and developments.
For additional information head to: www.nyc.gov/coronavirus
For more general NATIONAL information about COVID 19, please consult the CDC
website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
If anything changes, we will release further instructions.
We would like to give our heartfelt thanks to Matthew Dounel MD, MPH, FACPM Diplomate, American Board
of Preventive Medicine and Public Health, whose guidance has been invaluable during this dynamic and
ever-changing landscape.
Regretfully,
Rabbi Shlomo Farhi
Rabbi Ariel Mizrahi
The Edmond J. Safra Synagogue Board and Staff

