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February 1, 2021

The Honorable J.B. Pritzker
Office of the Governor

207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706

Re: Meeting to discuss redistricting and the Orthodox Jewish community

Dear Governor Pritzker,

We are grateful for your leadership, especially during these unprecedented times. We
particularly admire your wisdom, compassion, and commitment to safeguarding the
lives and livelihoods of all lllinoisans, regardless of race, color, or creed. Indeed, it is
because of your sensitivity to the needs of disadvantaged groups and smaller
communities of interest that we ask to meet with you to discuss an important issue.

This year, Illinois will draw a new legislative map that could shape the future for
decades to come. You have pledged to ensure this map is fair and representative of our
diverse and pluralistic population. It is important for our democracy that communities
of interest have a voice in government. To achieve that goal, those with similar ethnic
and racial backgrounds have often been grouped in the same legislative district.

Approximately 30,000 Jewish lllinoisans identify as Orthodox. This community, which
has grown significantly over the last decade, is primarily concentrated in the West
Ridge area of Chicago, spilling over into Skokie and Lincolnwood. Much of this area is
contained within the 8th Senate District and 16th House District boundaries.
Approximately 20% of Orthodox Jewish households, however, are in the 15th and 17th
House Districts and 9th Senate District despite their contiguity, communal cohesion,
and interdependence. Some district lines run right through the heart of our
neighborhoods in Peterson Park and Skokie. In any new map, we would like to see our
community consolidated as much as possible. While we are hopeful improvements will
be made, we are very concerned about the possibility of experiencing the opposite.
Our community may be at risk of being divided to the point of political irrelevance. It is
to discuss this issue that we hope you can make time to meet with our community
leaders in the near future.

It is our fervent hope and prayer that G-d continue to give you the strength and
wisdom to lead our state with an understanding heart and a steady hand.

Sincerely, S /

i
oY L

Rabbi Shlomo Soroka bi Yaakov Robinson Rabbi Yitzchok Ehrman

Director of Government Affairs Executive Director Midwest Council Chief Executive Officer

of Synagogue Rabbonim
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Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Agishtein
Congregation Kollel Ateres Ami
2704 W Touhy Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Eliezer Dimarsky
Heritage Jewish Russian
Congregation

2941 W Touhy Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Zalman Leib Eichenstein
Congregation Chesed L’Avraham
Zidichov

3135 W Devon Ave

Chicago, IL 60659

Rabbi Avrohom Friedman
Hebrew Theological College
7135 Carpenter Road
Skokie, IL 60077

Rabbi Shaanan Gelman
Kehilat Chovevei Tzion
9220 Crawford Ave
Skokie, IL 60076

Rabbi Baruch Hertz
Congregation B’nei Reuven
6350 N Whipple St
Chicago, IL 60659

Rabbi Shmuel Yehuda Levin
Telshe Yeshiva Chicago
3535 W Foster Ave

Chicago, IL 60625

Rabbi Elisha Prero

Congregation Young Israel of West
Rogers Park

2706 W Touhy Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Yitzchok Broyde
Congregation Bais Medrash
Torah Tefilla

2823 W Touhy Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Pinchus Eichenstein
Congregation

Khal Ohr Yisocher Chodorov
6336 N Lincoln Ave
Chicago, IL 60659

Rabbi Zvi Engel
Congregation Or Torah
3800 Dempster St
Skokie, IL 60076

Rabbi Moshe Francis
Chicago Community Kollel
6506 N California Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Reuven Gross
Congregation Shaarei Tzedek
Mishkan Yair

2832 W Touhy Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Yisroel Langer
Congregation Beth Itzchok
6706 N Whipple St
Chicago, IL 60645 -

Rabbi Leonard Matanky
Congregation KINS

2800 W North Shore Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Aharon Raccah
Congregation Ohel Shalom Torah
Center

2949 W Touhy Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Zev Cohen
Congregation Adas Yeshurun
3050 W Touhy Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Yehoshua Eichenstein
Congregation Ateres Yehoshua
2915 W Touhy Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Menachem Fine
Congregation Bais Chaim
Dovid East

3458 W Devon Ave
Lincolnwood, IL 60712

Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst
Congregation Agudath
Israel of Peterson Park
3541 W Peterson Ave
Chicago, IL 60659

Rabbi Joel Gutstein
Congregation Yehuda Moshe
4721 W Touhy Ave
Lincolnwood, IL 60712

Rabbi Aaron Leibtag
Congregation K.J.B.S.
3701 W Devon Ave
Chicago, IL 60659

Rabbi Moshe B. Perlstein
Yeshiva Ohr Eliyahu

2726 W Pratt Blvd
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Daniel Raccah
Congregation Ohel Shalom
Torah Center

2949 W Touhy Ave
Chicago, IL 60645
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Rabbi Yosef Rajchenbach
Kollel Zichron Eliyahu
3635 W Devon Ave
Chicago, IL 60659

Rabbi Gershon Schaffel
Young Israel of Skokie
8746 E Prairie Rd
Skokie, IL 60076

Rabbi Aryeh Shulman
Kollel Ateres Ami
2704 W Touhy Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Hertzel Yitzchak
Sephardic Congregation of
Evanston

1819 W Howard St
Evanston, IL 60202

Jeff Cohen
David Hartman
Talia Mashiach
Eric Rothner

Rabbi Dovid Schnell

Rabbi Yona Reiss

Chicago Rabbinical Council
2701 W Howard St
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Moshe Schecter
Congregation Mikor Hachaim
2849 W Chase Ave

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Chaim Twerski
Congregation Bais Chaim Dovid
3462 W Devon Ave
Lincolnwood, IL 60712

Rabbi Zvi Zimmerman
Congregation Bais Chaim Dovid

3462 W Devon Ave
Lincolnwood, IL 60712

Eli Davis

Yosef Knopf

Yosef Meystel

Michael Nudell

Avrum Weinfeld

Rabbi Moshe Revah
Congregation Ohel Tefillah
2733 W Touhy Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg
Congregation Agudath Israel of
West Rogers Park

2801 W Pratt Bivd

Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Efraim Twerski
Congregation Khal Chasidim
6756 N Richmond St
Chicago, IL 60645

Rabbi Dovid Zucker
Chicago Community Kollel

6506 N California Ave
Chicago, IL 60645

Moshe Davis

Bruce Leon

Jordan Ray

Todd Stern

Mindi Zissman
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