
COVID Relief Bills Passed by the US Congress in 2020 & 2021 
Education Programs Overview 

 
CARES Act – March 2020 
 
Governor’s Emergency Relief Fund (GEER) $3B – The governor can provide “support to any other institution of 
higher education, local educational agency, or education-related entity within the State that the Governor deems 
essential for carrying out emergency educational services to students…the provision of child care and early 
childhood education, social and emotional support, and the protection of education-related jobs.” 

  
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) – $13.5 billion in formula funding directly 
to states, to help schools respond to coronavirus and related school closures, meet the immediate needs of 
students and teachers, improve the use of education technology, support distance education, and make up for 
lost learning time.  
 
Equitable Services – For all GEER and ESSER funding distributed through local school districts, LEAs must 
make equitable services available to non-public schools through a count of their Title I students. 
  
 
CRRSA - December 2020 
 
Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund – Provides $4.1B in additional funds. There is a new restriction 
in the GEER Fund that says that no funding can be used for scholarships unless a state is already using the 
GEER fund for scholarships. 
 
Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools Program (EANS) – Within the GEER Fund, there is a new $2.75B 
“set-aside” exclusively for non-public schools. However, non-public schools must choose between a second 
Paycheck Protection loan and the grants that are available under this “set-aside.”    
 
 
American Rescue Plan – March 2021 
 
Second Round of Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools Program (ARP EANS or EANS II) – A second 
round of $2.75 billion for making allocations to Governors under EANS to provide services or assistance to non-
public schools that enroll a significant percentage of low-income students and are most impacted by the 
qualifying emergency. There is a new limitation that the funds shall not be used to provide reimbursements to 
any non-public school.   
 
Additional Funding for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (ARP IDEA) – Many Catholic schools 
already receive equitable services under IDEA. The ARP provides $2.58 billion in additional funding to states 
under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for fiscal year 2021. 
 
Funding for E-Rate Support for Emergency Education Connections and Devices (ECF) – Many private schools 
already receive telecommunications discounts and reimbursement for cable and internet through the E-Rate 
program. The ARP provides $7.172 billion in new funding to address the “homework gap” with new eligible 
services that support not only schools, but also students and staff. 
 
 
Other 
 
Additionally, private schools have had access to services and grants through other non-education focused funds 
such as FEMA, Paycheck Protection Program, Childcare Stabilization Grants, and the Governor’s Coronavirus 
Relief State and Local Funds. 


