
 
 
October 3, 2019 
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LAUNCHES FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN  
TO REIMBURSE STUDENTS FOR NEW IDs TO VOTE 

 
 

West Lafayette, IN - The League of Women Voters of Greater Lafayette announced 

today the launch of a new campaign to assist Purdue students in obtaining the required 

identification to vote.  Entitled P/UVote, the campaign has an initial goal of $10,000. Its 

first use will be to fund new IDs for Purdue University undergraduate and graduate 

students as well as to develop new educational materials to help students understand 

voting in Indiana. Kicking off immediately and continuing through 2024, the campaign is 

focused on increasing Purdue student’s access to voting in their college hometown. 

 In July, the Tippecanoe County Board of Election determined that Purdue student 

IDs could no longer be used for voting since they did not meet the state’s criteria for 

voter identification. In response, Purdue modified student IDs to include a visible 

expiration date making them voting compliant and to phase them in with each freshman 

class starting in June.   It will take approximately five years to replace all the non-

compliant IDs.  Out-of-state students, who most rely on student IDs to vote, make up 

34% of Purdue undergraduates and a significant portion of graduate students.   

However, Purdue did decide to give the students one week – October 21-25 – to obtain 

a new free identification card. But if students miss the 5 day time period they must now 

go through the process of paying $10 for a new ID in order to exercise their 

constitutional right to vote. 

 “We view the fact that thousands of Purdue students may not have easy access 

to proper identification to vote and therefore unable to cast a vote as a significant issue,” 

said Ken Jones, Chairperson of the League’s Voter Services Committee.   “We did a lot 

of voter education on ID law back in 2008 and now we need to launch those efforts 

again.  The Indiana legislature never intended there to be a fee to obtain proper 



identification for voting, but today we essentially have a $10 fee that students must pay 

to vote. We intend to help them with that.” 

 Students will be able to obtain their replacement IDs and then make a request to 

the League for reimbursement.   Funds will be directly disbursed to students who 

present a receipt for their new ID.  Student reimbursements will also be dependent upon 

the amount of funds actually raised through P/UVote.  

 The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages 

informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and 

advocacy. 
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Source:  Ken Jones, LWVGL Chair of Voter Services, (765) 532-3435, 

joneskp0124@gmail.com 
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