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Local Merrill Lynch Financial Advisors Bart Burrell & David McGaughey Named on the 2019 
Forbes "Best-in-State Wealth Advisors" List 

 
Lafayette, IN – Merrill Lynch announced today that Financial Advisor Bart Burrell & David McGaughey 

has been recognized on the 2019 Forbes “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors" list, published on February 20, 

2019. In all, 1,019 Merrill Lynch advisors are included on this year’s list, the most of any firm.  

“We are incredibly proud of Bart Burrell & David McGaughey on being named to the list,” said Brooke 

Thompson, Indiana Market Executive.  

We believe Bart & David consistently demonstrates what it means to be a leader in the wealth 

management space and is dedicated to providing our clients with the highest level of service," said 

Thompson. 

The Forbes "Best-in-State Wealth Advisors" ranking was developed by SHOOK Research and is based on 

in-person and telephone due diligence meetings to evaluate each advisor qualitatively, a major 

component of a ranking algorithm that includes: client retention, industry experience, review of 

compliance records, firm nominations; and quantitative criteria, including: assets under management 

and revenue generated for their firms. Investment performance is not a criterion because client 

objectives and risk tolerances vary, and advisors rarely have audited performance reports. Rankings are 

based on the opinions of SHOOK Research, LLC and not representative nor indicative of any one client’s 

experience, future performance, or investment outcome. Neither Forbes nor SHOOK Research receives 

compensation in exchange for placement on the ranking. 

Burrell & McGaughey resides in West Lafayette & Lafayette, IN and have been a part of Merrill Lynch’s 

Lafayette office for 25 years. 

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management  
Merrill Lynch is a leading provider of comprehensive wealth management and investment services for 
individuals and businesses globally. With 14,796 financial advisors and $2.1 trillion in client balances as 
of December 31, 2018, it is among the largest businesses of its kind in the world. Bank of America 
Corporation, through its subsidiaries, specializes in goals-based wealth management, including planning 
for retirement, education, legacy, and other life goals through investment, cash and credit management. 
Within Merrill Lynch, the Private Banking and Investment Group focuses on the unique and personalized 



needs of wealthy individuals, families and their businesses. These clients are served by approximately 
200 highly specialized private wealth advisor teams, along with experts in areas such as investment 
management, concentrated stock management and intergenerational wealth transfer strategies. Merrill 
Lynch is part of Bank of America Corporation.    
 
Source: Bank of America Corporation. Merrill Lynch represents multiple business areas within Bank of 
America Corporation’s wealth and investment management division including Merrill Lynch (North 
America and International) and Private Banking & Investments Group. As of December 31, 2018, ML 
entities had approximately $2.1 trillion in client balances. Client Balances consists of the following assets 
of clients held in their ML accounts: assets under management (AUM) of ML entities, client brokerage 
assets, assets in custody of ML entities, loan balances and deposits of ML clients held at Bank of 
America, N.A. and affiliated banks. 
 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, 
Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation 
(BofA Corp.).  
 
Investment products: 

 
 
MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp. 

Source: Forbes “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors” list, February 2019. The ranking for this list by SHOOK 
Research is based on due diligence meetings to evaluate each advisor qualitatively, a major component 
of a ranking algorithm that includes: client retention, industry experience, review of compliance records, 
firm nominations; and quantitative criteria, including: assets under management and revenue generated 
for their firms. Forbes is a trademark of Forbes Media LLC. All rights reserved. Rankings and recognition 
from Forbes/SHOOK Research are no guarantee of future investment success and do not ensure that a 
current or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance results and such rankings 
should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor. 
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