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Leadership Change at the Clarke Museum 

Katie Buesch promoted to Interim Director-Curator 

 

Eureka, 2/4/2020 - The Board of the Clarke Historical Museum is pleased to announced that Main Hall 

Curator Katie Buesch has stepped up to take on the role of Interim Director-Curator at the museum 

following Ben Brown’s resignation earlier this month.  

Ben worked at the museum for 11 years, first as a part time Registrar-Curator for Nealis Hall then 

promoted to Executive Director in 2013, when he led the Museum in undertaking multiple projects in 

the museum and in public spaces, including the installation of a World War II memorial at the 

McKinleyville Airport. Redwood Acres recently announced that he will be taking on the role of CEO at 

the fairgrounds. 

“We’re delighted that Katie has accepted the role of Interim Director-Curator. She’s been with the 

Clarke since 2017 and is very familiar with the ins and outs of managing the museum,” said Shirley Laos, 

President of the Clarke Museum Board of Directors. “She’s already taking the lead on a number of 

initiatives, and we expect the transition to be seamless. The Board will shortly initiate a search for a 

permanent Director, and will be inviting Katie to apply for the position at that time.” 

“I’m happy that the Board has confidence in my ability to take on this expanded role,” said Buesch. “I’ve 

learned a lot from working with Ben, and I’m looking forward to an exciting year of exhibits and events 

here at the Clarke.” 

The museum is planning to expand staff over the coming months to include a Marketing & Outreach 

Coordinator and a Registrar; Brittany Britton will remain in her current position as Curator of Nealis Hall. 

The Clarke recently reopened after annual maintenance for Arts Alive on February 1st at 6pm with a 

brand-new exhibit: Immigration, Expulsion, Homecoming – The Legacy of the Chinese Expulsion in 

Humboldt County. Featuring unique items from the Clarke collections, the exhibit will explore the story 

of Humboldt’s historic Chinese community – how it began, how it ended, and the legacy these events 

left behind. Additionally, Nealis Hall introduced a revamped Hover Collection display case and new 

baskets on display. 

For more information about the Clarke Historical Museum, as well as upcoming exhibits and other 

events, visit www.clarkemuseum.org and sign up for the newsletter. 
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