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COVER PHOTOS 
 

From top to bottom 

Ghana: Maame Efua, now 46 years old, lived in a leprosy camp for 36 years before returning home in 
2017, through IDEA Ghana’s Reuniting Families program   Photo courtesy IDEA Ghana 

China:  Singing group from Hongwei leprosy village, who performed for a gathering of people from 
different villages, to celebrate the International Day of Dignity and Respect in Guangdong Province     
Photo courtesy HANDA/IDEA China 

 
Niger: Participatory video training in Danja, Maradi   Photo courtesy IDEA Niger 
  



3 
 

CONTENTS   
 

International Network of Support/IDEA Branches    4 

Leprosy/Hansen’s Disease Heritage    18 

International Conferences and Appointments   19 

Research       20 

Strategic Plan       23 

International Collaborators     24 

 

 

“Determination and courage are the values that rose in me.  Let no physical disability therefore hinder 

you from accomplishing in life.  My hands and foot were only a hindrance at the beginning. Once you 

start standing up and moving, there is no stopping; you just keep moving on.” 

--Angelina Trasporte, IDEA Philippines workshop 
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF SUPPORT/ 
IDEA BRANCHES 
 

ARPAL/IDEA Angola 

 

[Based on information submitted by Jean-Pierre Bréchet, TLM Country Leader for Angola, who worked 
closely with Natalia for many years] 
 
Natália Isabel da Graça Marçal, IDEA Angola’s Representative, passed on January 16, 2018, after a 
sudden stroke.  Natália was involved with IDEA for the past 15 years.  During a visit by Zilda Borges in 
2003, Zilda explained to Natália how in Brazil, people who had experienced leprosy, went into 
communities to look for individuals who had discontinued treatment, and through regular visits, 
encouraged them to complete their treatment.  Both were excited that this could be done in Angola.  
Natália then began ARPAL, the Association for the Reintegration of People affected by Leprosy and 
became its first President.  In this role she ensured that people affected by leprosy were given a 
platform to be heard. 
 
Natália’s influence in Angolan society was expansive.  Here are some examples of her advocacy work for 
people affected by leprosy. 
 

 Advocated for identity documents for individuals with a disability, who did not have a fingerprint or 
signature, so that they are now fully recognized citizens with the right to vote 

 Advocated successfully for the right to access to health services and specialized services  

 Advocated for the right to education for children  

 Advocated for better housing and the right to employment  

 Advocated for the integration of people affected by leprosy in churches, business, schools and civil 
service  

Natália Isabel da Graça Marçal (left) 
with Dr. Gopal and Zilda Borges  

Photo courtesy IDEA 
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 Increased health awareness about leprosy through radio broadcasts and theatre by people affected by 
leprosy. This created a different image of leprosy in young people, thus reducing fear and 
discrimination. 

 As Head of the Project for Health Promotion and Advocacy, visited and inspired government officials 
and people in the Provinces to address leprosy, and to integrate people affected by the disease 
 

IDEA Brazil 

[Based on reports submitted by Zilda Maria Borges, IDEA Representative Brazil and Alzira Rodrigues, 
Coordinator IDEA Várzea Grande MT] 
 
There is a great need to help families support their relatives who are ill so they can help them heal. 
People are very insecure about family members. Due to lack of information, relatives in some families 
think the person with leprosy is cursed.  At the same time the person experiencing leprosy reactions has 
real difficulties working. People in this situation are generally poor, working in the city dump, as 
bricklayers, or in domestic employment, all jobs that require physical strength.  We find fathers and 
mothers in despair for not being able to work and generate financial support for their family. For many, 
because of the neurological sequelae caused by leprosy, they have to rethink life at the expense of work. 
They must risk learning other ways of working according to physical possibilities--a difficult task for 
those who do not have vocational training and are almost illiterate. 
 
But with psychosocial follow-up, it is possible to help people reorganize their emotional and working 
lives, giving them emotional security so that a person can cultivate a desire to learn other skills and find 
other ways to generate income.  
 
Here is a summary of the services offered. 
 
Number of sessions of family counseling of people affected by leprosy:  97 
Number of sessions of individual psychological counseling with people affected by leprosy: 48 
Number of persons in the community who participated in self care and dignity training: 260 
Number of health professionals who participated in training: 45 
Number of participants in the income-generating workshop: 36 
 
In addition to individual psychotherapy, counseling sessions were held with families, neighbors and 
friends who are closest to people affected by leprosy. 
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Significant activity of 2017 
 
In the state of Mato Grosso we have a serious problem; many people affected by leprosy encounter 
serious consequences due to lack of adequate footwear. We have struggled a lot, but the government 
does not prioritize this type of assistance. You cannot let people lose part of their feet for lack of proper 
footwear. 
 
So together with DAHW [German Leprosy Relief Association] we decided to invest in a small slipper 
factory.  IDEA Brazil bought the machine to make footwear with part of the donation from Damien 
Dutton Foundation.  DAHW provided the material needed to make the adaptations. They also paid for a 
shoe adaptation course for the younger son of Alzira Rodrigues.  (NOTE: He was diagnosed with leprosy 
in March 2018.} Today, for people living with sequelae in Mato Grosso, having adequate footwear is a 
matter of dignity.  This machine helped us to attend to so many people in need of psychological help, 
knowledge and income generation to return to work and restore their lives. 
 
Linens and rugs 
 
Also in Mato Gross, Alzira Rodrigues, teaches a number of courses for women.  Courses are also taught 
according to the interest and physical ability of participants, as well as the potential for sales.  
The primary course is how to create dish cloths, table cloths, rugs for the kitchen, bathroom and living 
areas, and children’s caps.  The items are sold and part of the money is income, while the remainder is 
invested in purchasing materials.   Alzira continuously teaches new skills so that a variety of goods can 
be offered to buyers. 
 

IDEA China/HANDA 

[Based on the annual report submitted by Sally Qi, HANDA/IDEA China} 

HANDA/IDEA China is engaged in numerous activities. Below is a selection of these activities. 

Guangdong and Guangxi 

(far left)   Women in Mato 

Grosso participating in 

courses on producing 

household items. 

(left) Machine to build 

slippers  

Photos courtesy IDEA Brazil 
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 HANDA Guangdong and Guangxi work team provided services for about 1500 people in 34 
rehabilitation villages in Guangdong, and 23 villages and communities in Guangxi.  

 Continue to publish newsletter that villagers contribute to through handwritten letters, 
interviews of other villagers, written reflections, or creative writing.  These articles improve 
self-confidence and are an affirmation of the significance of people’s lives.  This year an on-
line platform has been established. 

 Built an exchange platform among villages through creation of WeChat group, fostering 
connectedness and mutual support among villagers. 

 Continue to host gala, chess competition and 311 celebrations, to provide opportunities for 
people to meet old friends, share experiences, feel support from peers and realize their own 
value. 

 During HANDA/IDEA China field visits, added activity to encourage active participation of 
villagers. 

 Continuously identify and train volunteers as well as develop new ways of communication 
among volunteers such as WeChat. Orientation includes detailed instruction on 
empowerment approaches and raising funds for identified needs of villagers.  

 Through social media that included experiences of people affected by leprosy reached over 1 
million people. 

 

Yunnan 
In this province there are 114 villages where 23,000 people live. 

 Implemented comprehensive health care program for villagers with little knowledge and/or 
understanding of self care and rights to access medical care.  People were provided with 
supplies and training for wound care, assistive devices, and prostheses. 
 

 
 

 Organized a leadership group to visit villages and identify priorities. These meetings also 
help to build personal bonds between HANDA/IDEA China and villagers. 

 Created medical fund for villagers, funded by villagers themselves, to borrow from for their 
medical expenses. 

Children receiving training 
on proper hand washing 
technique, Luosongdi 
Village, Yunnan, where 
most of their grandparents 
had leprosy 
 
Photo courtesy HANDA/IDEA 
China 
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 Provided comprehensive training on beekeeping.  Also hosted farmers markets so that 
beekeepers could introduce product to customers. 

 Organized awareness campaign on leprosy for health workers. 

 On International Day of Dignity and Respect, organized walk between two villages to raise 
public awareness as well as funds for solar power for one village. 

 Provide comprehensive volunteer training.  Volunteers perform a range of activities 
including cleaning houses, cooking food, and organizing holiday parties.  

 Held winter camp for children whose parents had leprosy which included homework 
mentoring and health education. 

 Launched on-line peer to peer fundraising whereby people from various villages donated to 
a power generator for another village. 

 As a result of villagers becoming empowered they have requested and received the 
following from the government: road-building funds; increased monthly subsidy; seed 
money for walnut planting and peacock breeding; new lighting system; and nursing home. 

 Villagers’ attitude towards the role of women changed as they began to recognize females’ 
significant contribution.  Women now have more representation in management groups and 
beekeeping project than in the past.  
 

Oral History  
With support from Sasakawa Memorial Health Foundation and in collaboration with two local 
partners, Daxiang Film Studio and Yingji Recording Studio, HANDA/IDEA China initiated the Oral 
History of Leprosy project, to understand and present all aspects of the lives of individuals who 
have experienced leprosy.  By March 2018, 87 oral recordings and 34 videorecordings have 
been collected.   Family members and physicians were also interviewed to round out an 
understanding of the history. A 50 minute documentary using the recordings was produced, 
along with five three to five minute documentaries. These have been shown to the public and 
in universities to increase awareness of leprosy and people’s experiences, as well as to recruit 
volunteers. 

An exhibition of articles collected from the villages, archives, literature and photos was 
displayed at The Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts.  

IDEA Colombia 

[Based on reports submitted by Mrs.  Patricia “Patty” Devia Angarita , IDEA Representative Colombia, 
with translation by Juan Kuhnlenz ]  
 
Patty Devia Angarita worked extensively in the area of leprosy/Hansen’s disease heritage with a focus on 
Agua de Dios where she was born and raised.  Patty wrote a letter of support for the nomination of Agua 
de Dios to the World Monuments Watch.   
 
She participated in two international leprosy/Hansen’s disease heritage meetings, one in Setouchi City, 
Japan and the second in Leuven, Belgium.  Both of these meetings are detailed under Leprosy/Hansen’s 
disease Heritage. 
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Patty also participated in the 8th National Meeting of People Affected by Leprosy or Felehansen.   After 
the conference Patty had the opportunity of inviting a group of attendees to visit Caño de Loro, the first 
segregated site for people affected by leprosy in Colombia. Opened in 1796, it was located on the island 
Tierra Bomba, located near Cartagena.  Participants were pleased to learn the history of the place from 
the local people.  The Felehansen leaders affected by leprosy felt that this trip empowered them to 
appreciate the true history of leprosy in Colombia. (September, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia) 

 
 
Patty also participated in the WHO meeting in Delhi, which is described under International 
Conferences. (Delhi, December) 
 

IDEA Ghana 

[Based on a series of reports prepared by Kofi Nyarko, IDEA Representative, Ghana] 
 
IDEA Ghana facilitated the return home of 48 people who had been living in leprosy communities, one 
woman for 40 years.  Individuals ranged from age 47 to 61 and included 18 men and 30 women.  As of 
this year, all of the Ghanians living in separate leprosy communities have returned to their homes 
through this program.   

Felehansen meeting participants at the ruins 
of a church at Caño de Loro. 

Photo courtesy Patty Devia Angarita 
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IDEA India 

Dr. Gopal participated in the Global Appeal to End Stigma and Discrimination against People Affected by 
Leprosy in New Delhi, India (January). He also participated in the ILEP India meeting in New Delhi 
(February).Dr. Gopal was invited to participate in the Government of India Committee to assess and 
prepare a plan for the streamlining of prevention of disability from leprosy, medical rehabilitation and 
reconstructive surgery services in the country. The Committee met at the Central Leprosy Teaching & 
Research Institute (CLTRI) in Tamil Nadu. (May)  (CLTRI is where Dr. Gopal was treated as an inpatient for 
leprosy over 50 years ago.)  Other meetings Dr. Gopal participated in include two APAL (Association of 
People Affected by Leprosy) meetings in Hyderabad and two Board meetings of SILF (Sasakawa India 
Leprosy Foundation) in New Delhi, the latter of which he was appointed to serve on the Advisory 
Committee. 

IDEA Japan 
 
[Based on a report submitted by Miyoji Morimoto, IDEA Representative Japan, with translation by Ayako 
Yaegashi]  
 
IDEA Japan supported the following scholarship and improvement of life programs. 
 

 Japan: a civil suit fund for families affected by Hansen’s disease in Japan  

 India: support for Indian women for making handcrafts through Wappiness, a Japanese group of young 
people  

 Nepal: scholarship for an upper level nursing course for a woman studying to be a nurse and a 
scholarship for an elementary school at Kokana village 

 Ghana: funds to help an individual return to her home country of Togo who had been separated from 
her family for 39 years. 

 China: support for fund to improve living conditions 
 

Baba Isakah, 63 years old, with his 
great-grandson, Isaac, whom he met 
for the first time when he returned 
home after living in a camp for 35 
years.   

Photo courtesy IDEA Ghana 
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IDEA Korea   

IDEA Korea supported several activities in the Philippines. Mr. Jung participated in the Second 
Empowerment Workshop hosted by IDEA Eversley. (January)  During his next visit, he engaged with all of 
elementary school pupils of the Leonard Wood Elementary School; a meal sponsored by IDEA Korea in 
coordination with IDEA Philippines was shared by all students.  Rice was also provided to families in 
need. (October) 

 

In addition to the relief efforts in Camcam town, IDEA Korea provided rice to 700 families in San Pedro 
and Caloocan whose family members had been affected by leprosy or families with limited income. 
Supplies were also given to the residents of the Dr. Jose N. Rodriguez Memorial Hospital (people who 
had experienced leprosy decades ago but have been unable to return home) (March) 
 
 
 
 
 

IDEA Korea gave relief supplies to 
residents of Camcam town in San 
Pedro, after a devastating fire 
where 97 homes were burned. 

Photo courtesy IDEA Korea 

Mr. Morimoto continued to give lectures to 
students at elementary, junior high, and high 
schools; university and medical schools; and to 
people at churches, temples, and local 
governments.  He was also a tour guide at the 
National Hansen’s Disease Museum and Tama Zen 
Shoen. (Tokyo) 
 
 
(left) Mr. Morimoto giving presentation 
Photo courtesy IDEA Japan 
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IDEA Mali 

[Based on e-mail submitted by Oumar Coulibaly, IDEA Representative, Mali] 

We manage to keep in touch with all the members here in Bamako and Bougouni. But we couldn't move 

through the country due to lack of resources. 

IDEA Mozambique/Chimoio   

[Based on a report submitted by Jone André José, IDEA Representative Mozambique with Paulo Hansine, 
AIFO Representative for Chimoio, Mozambique] 

During 2017 we carried out several activities with funding from the AIFO Project in Manica.  

In coordination with health technicians performed 24 visits for monitoring of 27 self-care groups and 
establishment of 11 new self-care groups. 

Met with the 243 members of the 27 self-care groups.  Trained a total of 98 people in the 11 new self-
care groups. 

Socio-economic programs 

Poultry farming: A course on breeding traditional chickens was held for eight members of self-help 
groups.  At the end of training each member received 4 chickens to breed. (Gondola, Manica Province) 

Goat breeding: Five courses for goat breeding were given to a total of 42 families in self-care groups. At 
the end of the course each member affected by leprosy received a goat.  Of the 42 recipients 24 were 
women and 18 were men.  

Vegetable farming: Three self care groups received vegetable seeds (tomatoes, onions, cabbage and 
carrot) and maize to initiate an agriculture activity. This benefited 20 people of whom 16 were women 
and 8 were men. (Chimoio and Sussundenga-Dombe) 

Clothing resale: People with physical disabilities and disability caused by leprosy unable to cultivate, 
were given bales of used clothing for resale.  This benefited six persons of whom four were women and 
two were men.   Each person received a bale of used clothing of approximately 50 kg.  

Aquaculture: A course on breeding fish in a man-made tank was given to 10 IDEA Chimoio members.  
Twenty-five kg of fish was harvested in October 2017. (Agostinho Neto neighborhood of Chimoio) 

Sewing:  A three-month course was given to 10 women that was presented by by ADFMA- Association of 
Physically Disabled People in Manica. (Chimoio). 

Auto mechanics: This Course was given to five offspring of members of IDEA Chimoio to increase income 
in the family. 

Agro-ecology: Twelve people participated.  The aim of the course is to improve agricultural production 
without the use of chemical products.  People participated in two trade fairs for promotion of agro-
ecology products with two exhibitors.  The products of the farms were sold and people appreciated 
much of the initiative. (Chimoio) 
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IDEA houses 

Two small houses were built, one in Guro and another in Chimoio, for meetings and trainings.  

World Leprosy Day 
 
We celebrated World Leprosy Day held with 14 members of IDEA Mozambique from  Chimoio and seven 
local participants.  The event included cultural activities and a message.  Approximately 600 people 
participated.  It was covered by television and Radio Mozambique. (Machaze district, Manica Province) 
 
Human rights training 
 
IDEA members participated in a provincial training of trainers on the dissemination of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  There were 27 participants from all 12 districts.  
After the training all participants conducted several meetings at the district level to disseminate the 
Convention. Forty-nine meetings in the districts were attended by 2,979 people who came from 
churches, markets, schools and public services. 
 
LRI Research 

Jone André José and Paulo Hansine participated in the human rights participatory research training   
in Niger and Nigeria so that they could conduct this training in Mozambique.   Details on the training are 
described under Research.   (Niger and Nigeria, October-November) 

IDEA Nepal 

[Based on a series of reports submitted by Amar Timalsina, Chairperson, IDEA Nepal] 
 

Hair care and cosmetology (left):   
This course was given for 
females who were unemployed 
and have a family member who 
has leprosy, to increase income 
for their family.  Ten females 
participated in a 45 day course 
and at the end, each participant 
received a kit so she could begin 
to work. (Cabelaria Mussona-
Catandica) 

Photo courtesy IDEA 

Mozambique/Chimoio 
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Amar Timalsina, Chairman, IDEA Nepal, participated on the panel “Interaction on Achievements and 
Issues, Remaining Challenges in Leprosy with Journalists and Artists” held at Anandaban Hospital’s 
Training Center.  (Lele, January ) 
 
IDEA Nepal’s office was successfully established in Kathmandu, and a staff person was hired as a 
coordinator. The office was formerly inaugurated in the presence of 150 people who have experienced 
leprosy, government officials, IDEA Nepal's executive members, leprosy network members, and media 
representatives. Amar stated that, “We have a strong hope that this will heighten the relationship 
among the members of IDEA Nepal, its partners and most importantly the people affected by leprosy.”  
Funds for running the activities of IDEA Nepal were received from The leprosy Mission England and 
Wales. 
 
Mr Naina Bahadur Chalise, who had lost his wife in the devastating earthquake, and has been supported 
by TLM Nepal through introduction by IDEA Nepal, thanked everyone for their support and expressed 
happiness in having an office where so many people like himself could gather together and share their 
experiences. (February, Kathmandu Valley) 
 
IDEA Nepal celebrated IDEA’s International Day of Dignity and Respect for the 19th year.  Like other 
years, there was a peace rally procession with a band playing traditional Nepali music, which drew the 
attention of the public.  The Health Minister of Nepal participated in the procession along with persons 
who have been challenged by the disease, their family members and friends, students with their 
representative principals and teachers, other high level government officials, representatives of NGOs, 
media persons, and various professionals. An estimated 1000 people participated in the program with 
thousands more witnessing the event.   
 

 
 
One of the principal attractions of the program was that four persons including people affected by 
leprosy were honored for their outstanding contribution to the field of leprosy.  Singing performed by 

International Day 
of Dignity and 
Respect celebrated 
by annual peace 
rally organized by 
IDEA Nepal 

Photo courtesy IDEA 
Nepal  
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the well known Nepali singer Mr. Khadga Garbuja made every one spellbound.  Amar was interviewed 
by KTM Khabar and various news channels as part of the event.  (Kathmandu, March) 
 
IDEA Nepal is funded by The Leprosy Mission England and Wales for the project “Capacity Building of 
IDEA Nepal”.  Following are the activities accomplished throughout the year.  
 
School Advocacy and lobbying workshop on school curriculum with various stakeholders. Workshops 
were conducted in various schools in Kathmandu with an aim to include leprosy in the school curriculum 
to increase awareness and reduce social stigma.  IDEA Nepal in coordination with NAPD (National 
Associations for Physical Disability) presented a poster on the occasion of the 26th International 
Disability Day.  A school advocacy and lobbying workshop was presented in coordination with TLM Nepal 
to the Curriculum Development Committee. (December) 

Media 

Radio: IDEA Nepal members broadcast their experiences through radio jingles with an aim to minimize 
discrimination and social stigma in an agreement with Pahichan Media. The program was broadcast 
from Thaha Sanchar FM every Tuesday from its three different network stations in Pokhara, Kathmandu 
and Biratnagar. 

Television: A short clip on World Leprosy Day was produced in coordination with TLM Nepal and 
broadcast on television.  A documentary that included personal testimony, was produced by Star Media 
Network Pvt.  Ltd.  It aired on the channel TV Today, broadcasted from Kathmandu and Dhangadi.  
Additionally, one episode on Makalu Television in Biratnagar and one on Golden Eye Television in 
Pokhara were broadcast. 

Peer counseling training 

Twenty-three members of IDEA Nepal from different parts of the nation were trained in peer counseling 
in partnership with TLM Nepal and Elijah Counseling Training Centre.  

Computer training 

Eight participants, three women and five men from different parts of the nation received training. 

IDEA Niger 

Yohanna Abdou facilitated the human rights participatory research training in Niger.  Details on the 

training are described under Research. 

IDEA Nigeria 

[Based on reports submitted by Shehu Sarkin Fada, IDEA Representative for Nigeria] 

 
Shehu had malaria for 45 days throughout January and February of this year.  Also during the year, 
Shehu, along with members of his community, were forced to bring in their crops, because cattle 
rustlers were allowing the cattle they had stolen to eat farmers’ crops.  Despite these challenges, Shehu, 
along with other members of IDEA Nigeria accomplished a tremendous amount of work.   
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Shehu, as IDEA Nigeria’s Public Relations Officer, along with IDEA Nigeria President Mohammed Ahmed, 
were invited by TLM Nigeria to participate in a five-day in-house training for their staff on advocacy and 
disability rights.  This training was open to people’s organizations and Shehu and Mohammed 
represented IDEA Nigeria.  (Abuja, September) 
 
The Executive Committee of IDEA Nigeria met to discuss the following:  design of a five-year strategic 
plan and the possibility of requesting TLM Nigeria to fund it;  bringing on new IDEA Nigeria Members to 
the Board of Trustees; length of service of Trustees; and tenure of chairperson in select IDEA Nigeria 
state chapters.  In some States, Chairpersons have stayed beyond the appointed time in their role, so 
annual state benefits under the umbrella of JONAPWD are being withheld.  (Minna, October 2017) 
 
As part of the LRI research, Shehu arranged for Bill Simmons, PhD, the research consultant, to meet the 
First Class Emir in Zamfara State. This emir has been a strong supporter of IDEA members, and has had a 
large role to play in the elimination of stigma and discrimination in his kingdom.  Details of the LRI 
workshops held in Nigeria are presented under Research. 
 
It is important to note examples of areas Shehu is involved with outside of IDEA.  During the year he was 
appointed to a response team formed due to a yellow fever outbreak, to visit villages and identify and 
treat people who were infected.  (December) 

 

IDEA Philippines 

IDEA Eversley  

[Based on a series of reports submitted by Nancy Roma-Sabuero, IDEA Representative, Philippines] 
 
The 2nd Empowerment Workshop towards Realizing Integration, Dignity and Economic Advancement 
was held in the social hall of Eversley Childs Sanitarium with the prime objective of reviving the spirit of 
IDEA Philippines and observing World Leprosy Day.  IDEA International President/IDEA Representative 
Korea Mr. Sang Kwon Jung was an invited guest and shared his experiences and ideas.  The second day 

Shehu at turbanning ceremony held when he 
became the chief community leader of people 
affected by leprosy.  In this role he is an official 
lawmaker in the emirate council in the local 
kingdom in Zamfara State.  The turban is a 
traditional crown, worn by individuals with a title 
in the emirate council. (January) 

 
Photo courtesy IDEA Nigeria 
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was more emotional when people shared their experiences and how they had overcome discrimination 
and stigma. The third day included mental and physical exercises. A year-long action plan was completed 
and the afternoon was one of fun and pleasure.  (January) 

A general assembly and election was held with a new set of officers elected for 2017 –2019.  
Committees were also created: Committee on Education and Membership, Committee on Health, 
Committee on Human Rights and Advocacy, Committee on Livelihood and Economic Advancement and 
Committee on Preservation of Hansen’s disease as Heritage.  (February) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To recognize the International Day of Dignity and Respect, IDEA Eversley, in cooperation with the 
Medical Social Service Unit of Eversley Childs Sanitarium, conducted a whole day values formation for all 
members of IDEA Philippines.  Three separate sessions were conducted to accommodate all who wanted 
to participate.  (See photo session 2 above.) The purpose values formation is to realize positive values in 
individuals, especially one’s self, in order to recognize one’s dignity.  The trainer used four core values 
that specifically bond people together--Accountability, Commitment, Teamwork and Sustainability and 
Spirituality or ACTSS. (March) 

The new Officers and IDEA Representative drafted and finalized the Articles of Cooperation and by-laws 
of IDEA Philippines.  This was done through a coordinated effort without legal assistance, which still met 
legal requirements.  (March, April) 
 
A logo contest was launched and participated by all Members of IDEA Philippines.  From the submitted 
entries, ten reached the semi-finals; the winner was Mr. Jose Carredo. (May) 
 
IDEA Philippines gained its legal identity, becoming registered with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission.  Everyone was so excited; all Members consider it an edge towards strong participation of 
persons who have experienced leprosy in policy formulation, advocacy activities, socio-economic efforts 
and preservation of leprosy history as heritage. (October) 
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LEPROSY/HANSEN’S DISEASE HERITAGE 

International meetings 

IDEA members participated in three international meetings on leprosy heritage. 

Patty Devia Angarita, IDEA Representative Colombia, Deirdre Prins Solani, Heritage Consultant for IDEA, 
and Anwei Law, International Coordinator IDEA joined more than 30 participants in the 5th International 
Symposium on Leprosy History as Heritage of Humanity.  Deirdre spoke and chaired a session on World 
Heritage, and Anwei spoke about initiatives to preserve history.  (Setouchi City, Japan, April)   
Deirdre and Anwei participated in the conference “Sense of Place in Leprosy & Other Segregation 
Settlements: Memory-Art, Disability and Segregation in a World Perspective,” hosted by the Catholic 
University Leuven.  Deirdre chaired a session on the African region.  Anwei gave a keynote on “A Sense 
of Urgency: Ensuring the preservation and interpretation of historic sites of exclusion, resistance and 
resilience throughout the world.” (Leuven, Belgium, November) 
 
Deirdre gave the presentation “Heritage of Humanity: The Power of Place: Conservation Considerations 
and World Heritage” at the conference “Preservation of Leprosy History as Heritage to Humanity.” 
(Manila, Philippines, October) 
 
Preservation and Interpretation of History of the People of Kalaupapa, Hawai’i/Resource for Kalaupapa 
Family Members 
 
Anwei served as a resource and made three presentations at a Leadership Workshop for Ka ‘Ohana O 
Kalaupapa. (Honolulu, August) 
 
Anwei made a presentation to the residents of Kalaupapa about the status of the World Heritage 
initiative. (Kalaupapa, August) 
 
Anwei met with staff of Kalaupapa National Historical Park to update them on the status of the World 
Heritage initiative. (Kalaupapa, August) 
 
Site visits 

Anwei and Deirdre visited Tama Zen Sho-en where they had a lengthy discussion with Miyoji Morimoto 
and Yasuji Hirasawa. (Tokyo, Japan) 
 
Deirdre conducted an assessment of Culion, Philippines that included visiting significant sites; evaluating 
the need for restoration of buildings and related museum and archives; and various meetings with 
citizens of Culion, residents, and municipal counselors. (October) 
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Deirdre conducted a preliminary site assessment of Fontilles, Spain, where she visited significant areas 
of the site and met with residents and staff. (November) 
 
 
Other  

Anwei was appointed to the steering committee for the ILA history of leprosy web site. 

Deirdre provided assistance to Uzuakali in Nigeria in their production of a calendar for the site. 

The Coalition website was updated to include a section on intangible cultural heritage, featuring 
people’s creative works. 

 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND 
APPOINTMENTS 
 

WHO  

 

Kofi Nyarko and Amar Timalsina participated in the WHO “Informal consultation on Stopping 
Discrimination and Promoting Inclusion of Persons Affected by Leprosy.”  Discussions centered around 

Deirdre (back row third 
from left) with Culion 
residents at a meeting 
on leprosy heritage.   
 
Photo courtesy Deirdre 
Prins Solani 
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amending discriminatory legislation, empowerment interventions, promoting inclusion and improving 
access to services.  Here Amar met Mrs. Jayashree Parasheril Kunju from India, who expressed her 
interest in joining IDEA and initiating activities related to women’s leadership and empowerment in 
India.  He also met Ms. Rachana Kumari, also from India, who also expressed an interest in becoming 
part of IDEA.  Both women are involved with local ILEP members including LEPRA and AIFO. (New Delhi, 
India November)   
 
ILEP  
 
Kofi Nyarko and Amar Timalsina were elected to the ILEP Panel of Women and Men Affected by Leprosy.  
They attended the panel meeting during ILEP’s annual meeting and annual conference, “Working 
towards a Common Social Inclusion Framework.” (Würzburg, Germany, October) 
 
Michael Chen is a member of ILEP’s ITC. 
 
Anwei presented at the opening session of the annual conference on Inclusion. (Würzburg, Germany, 
October) 
 
The Leprosy Mission International 

Amar was appointed to the TLMI Board of Trustees for a two-year tenure, representing persons affected 
by leprosy.  He attended two TLMI meetings.  (April, October, London, UK)  

LRI  

Yohanna Abdou presented an update on the research at the spring meeting. 
(Amsterdam, Netherlands, April)  
 
 
Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy  

José Ramirez, IDEA Representative, USA was appointed to the Leadership Team.   

Leprosy Heritage 

Meetings listed under Leprosy Heritage section. 

 
RESEARCH 
 
“Using the UN Principles and Guidelines in Local Participatory Campaigns to increase Dignity, 
Empowerment, and Inclusion among Individuals Who Have Personally Faced the Challenges of Leprosy: 
A Comparison of Three African Countries” 
 
A workshop was organized by the Country Coordinator, Yohanna Abdou of Niger.  It took place 30 March 
through April 2017 in Maradi at the national office for IDEA Niger.  A total of 10 IDEA leaders (three of 
whom were women) came from four regions.  It was facilitated by Yohanna along with an attorney who 
is a member of the National Federation of Disabled Persons.  It was conducted in the major local 
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language of Hausa, with translation into Zarma for two of the leaders.  The participants were trained in 
the basics of human rights documents, the idea of rights and rights claiming, and were introduced to the 
UN Principles and Guidelines.  This was a preliminary workshop to give the team a better sense of the 
receptivity of participants to learning about human rights documents and engaging in a participatory 
workshop.   

With the improvement of Dr. Simmons health in September 2017, the research has been able to 
resume.  Five workshops were conducted from 19 October-29 October 2017 in Niger and Nigeria, using 
participatory videos to collect information from individuals in different communities on their experience 
with leprosy, in order to create videos and other tools to teach people about their rights.  

Dr. Simmons, Participatory Action Research Consultant, researched and purchased video equipment for 
each of the three Country Coordinators, basing his approach on the fact that the Coordinators and other 
individuals in their countries have smartphones or access to one, which could be used to record quality 
videos.  He selected 2 tripods, 2 smartphone adapters for tripods and 2 mics for smartphones for each 
country.  A good quality Canon videoreorecorder with a case was also purchased to be kept in a central 
location for each country.  Additionally, an inexpensive projector was purchased for Nigeria as Niger has 
access to one.   

In preparation for the workshops in Nigeria and Niger, Dr. Simmons shared YouTube links on 
participatory video making, and conducted three Skype conversations with the three Country Project 
Coordinator Consultants--Shehu Sarkin Fada from Nigeria, Yohanna Abdou from Niger and Jone José 
from Mozambique (with Paulo Hansine, AIFO Representative for Chimoio, Mozambique as his translator) 
to discuss how the workshops would proceed.    

Yohanna Abdou and TLM Niger worked tirelessly on the logistics, in particular assisting in obtaining visas 
to Nigeria for the representatives from Mozambique, who because of technical and other issues within 
their country had difficulties obtaining a Nigerian visa.  Yohanna made all of the arrangements (site 
identification; conducting of preliminary discussions with local participants on the nature of the 
research; air and ground travel; meals and accommodations) for the workshops in Niger.  TLM Niger 
provided ground transportation in Niger.  Shehu made similar arrangements for the workshops in 
Nigeria.   

On 19 October, Yohanna, Shehu, Jone, Paulo and Dr. Simmons met in Niamey, Niger for a pilot workshop 
to get a sense of how participants would react to the video process, and to try different methods to 
encourage participation.  Afterwards the group travelled to the following locations to conduct 
workshops.  Niger: Zindar (2 days) and Maradi (2 days with workshops in Maradi town and SIM Danja 
Leprosy Hospital) Niger.  IDEA Niger Chairperson Issa Harouna accompanied the group to Maradi, with 
local IDEA branch leaders assisting with workshops in Zinder and Maradi. Nigeria: Gusau (1 day) and 
Sokoto (1 day-no formal participatory workshop) in Nigeria. All workshops were conducted in Hausa, 
with some limited translation when Dr. Simmons, Paulo or Jone were speaking. 
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In each workshop, participants were taught the fundamentals of operating video equipment, and 
trained in video techniques using the following method.  In groups of five to eight participants, one 
person was trained by a member of the research team.  The newly trained person then trained the next 
participant, who then trained the next participant.  In a short time, all participants were proficient 
enough to record each other.  Jone, Paulo, Yohanna and Shehu became expert filmmakers and trainers 
of filmmaking throughout the process.   

A series of video-recordings were made at each location, capturing poignant, anger-inducing and joyful 
testimonies.  After each individual introduced him/herself, people were asked a variety of questions or 
talked about their experiences with leprosy.  Questions covered areas such as improvements they had 
seen in their community in the last 20 years, and how those had come about.  A total of about 150 
testimonies were captured.  Discussions about the UN human rights guidelines and how human rights 
related to participants’ own experiences were also recorded. Finally, each group created skits that 
portrayed rights lost and rights gained, and what it would be like if their rights were respected.  The 
groups developed a basic script, assigned each other roles, and decided on basic props and filming 
locations.  They then acted and recorded their skits.  In total, about 30 skits were video recorded.  Many 
of the skits detailed experiences with medical professionals, but others covered access to schools, voting 
rights, economic conditions, and social stigmatization.   

The videos have been uploaded onto a shared google doc by Dr. Simmons and are currently being 
reviewed by Yohanna and Shehu, the Hausa speakers, to decide which ones would be best to translate 
into English.   After this process, short videos will be created for each community based on input from 
the Country Coordinators.  Community members will then review the videos and decide the best way to 
use them. 

Participatory research workshop participants in Niger with Paulo Hansine and Jone José.  (Paulo and 
Jone are in the second row, second and third from left.)   photo taken by Bill Simmons courtesy of IDEA 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

At the International Leprosy Congress held in China in 2016, IDEA members agreed that IDEA should 
conduct a strategic planning process to assess its financial status and leadership.  This process began in 
earnest in 2017 with funding from Leprosy Relief Canada.  Throughout the year a Planning Committee 
met monthly and worked on the following:  identifying participants, a facilitator, and site; budgeting; 
and preparation of a working document for participants. In addition to IDEA’s background the document 
included questions for reflection on vision, values, and mission;  areas of expertise;  and systems to 
ensure that goals and objectives would be realized. 

The Facilitator, Marie Staunton, conducted a review of partners and members. Between May and July 
2017 a total of 27 individuals representing IDEA members and partners were interviewed by phone or 
responded to a questionnaire. Additionally, an external scan was conducted and subsequently reviewed 
by Cairns Smith.  From these a list of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats were drawn out. 
A workshop of IDEA Board members and other leaders, originally scheduled for November in Lewiston, 
New York, was postponed to June 2018 to accommodate more Board members.    

The plan will identify the benefits of IDEA International to IDEA branches, current and prospective 
funders and partners--persons who have experienced Hansen’s disease/leprosy, national Hansen’s 
disease/leprosy advocacy organizations, ILEP members, WHO, governments, and NGOs in the fields of 
Hansen’s disease/leprosy, NTDs, and human rights. 
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IDEA INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATORS 
 
Belgium: Damien Vandaag -- Project Damien Today: Damien Documentation and Information Center &   

Damien Archives 
 

Brazil: Movement for the Reintegration of Persons Affected by Hansen's Disease, MORHAN  
 
Canada: Leprosy Relief Canada  
 

Italy: Italian Association Raoul Follereau, AIFO 
 
Japan: IDEA Japan  
 

Korea, Republic of 
IDEA Korea 
Korean Federation of Hansen’s Disease Associations 
 
New Zealand: The Leprosy Mission New Zealand 
 
Philippines: National Historical Commission of the Philippines 
 
Spain: Fontilles 
 
United Kingdom: The Leprosy Mission International 
 
United States 
Damien-Dutton Society 
Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts Of Jesus and Mary, United States Province  
Damien Marianne Foundation  
Kalaupapa National Historical Park 
National Hansen's Disease Program 
National Women’s Hall of Fame 
Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communities (Syracuse) 
Women’s Rights National Historical Park  
 
International 
Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy 
International Coalition of Sites of Conscience 
International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations  
International Leprosy Association  
Leprosy Research Initiative 
 
IDEA’s  branches also collaborate with numerous national and international organizations within their 
own countries. 
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International Offices 
32 Fall Street, Suite A 

P.O. Box 651 

Seneca Falls, NY  13148   USA 

Phone: (315) 568-5838 

Fax: (315) 568-5891 

E-mail: ideaofriel@verizon.net 

Web Site: www.idealeprosydignity.org 

 

Wang Jinmei, from Adoudi Village, Yunnan, in her new wheelchair provided by HANDA/IDEA China, 
during a one-day city tour in Dali, near the Three Towers. These tours are organized by HANDA/IDEA 
China for people living in isolated villages.      Photo courtesy HANDA/IDEA China 

http://www.idealeprosydignity.org/

