
Tips for Contacting Elected Officials
Be Original – Personalize your message. Use a template if needed, but add your own words.

Stay Brief – Keep letters/emails to one page. Legislative aides often summarize messages, so
clarity is key.

Introduce Yourself – Share who you are, where you're from, and your connection to a
Firewood Bank. Identify yourself as a constituent—If you voted for the legislator or donated
money to the legislator or their party, say so. 

Personalize Your Message – Explain how Firewood Banks benefit your community (e.g.,
elderly/disabled support, recycled wood for heating, youth education). Connect firewood use
to local forests, community risk reduction and resilience, and wildfire prevention. Focus on
three key points to be concise and memorable.

Include Your Address – Helps confirm you’re a constituent and allows for a response.

Follow Up – Track anything related to Firewood Banks. Thank legislators for their support or
express concerns respectfully. Reference past correspondence when following up.

Questions? Email info@forgreenheat.org

2025 Federal Legislature contact guide
Our elected officials are the best avenue to advocate for local energy needs at the

federal level. They respond to personal messaging and phone calls and need to hear from
firewood banks! Here are some good reminders to follow when contacting congressional

members. 

Find your members of congress

Adapted from University of California, Berkeley

For the U.S. House of Representatives: Use the Find My Representative
 tool at this website  https://www.house.gov/committees
Type in your zip code at the top of the page and see you represents you!

For the U.S. Senate: Use this page by selecting your state at this website
 https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm

If a phone call is more your style, use the U.S. Capitol Switchboard! Call (202) 224-3121 
A switchboard operator will connect you directly with your Senate or Representative’s office.

Check if your representatives are on committees relevant to firewood banks and biomass heat!
Members of the following are listed on the next pages of this resource.

U.S. House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee
House of Representatives Agriculture - Forestry Committee 
U.S. Senate - Subcommittee on Conservation, Forestry, Natural Resources, and
Biotechnology Resources, and Biotechnology
U.S. Senate - Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forestry, and Mining

HOUSE SENATE
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https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/ContactingOfficials/Tips
https://www.house.gov/committees
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm
https://energycommerce.house.gov/representatives
https://agriculture.house.gov/issues/issue/?IssueID=14911
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/about/subcommittees
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/about/subcommittees
https://www.energy.senate.gov/sub-public-lands-forests-mining
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