
 
 

Bria Fund End of Year Message from Susan E Gingrich, Founder 
 
In a few days it will be Christmas, then the end of 2019 and start of a brand new year. 
This year was one of ups and downs for the Bria Fund and me personally, but 
fortunately, many more, pretty high ups! As I prepared to speak at Winn’s FIP 
Symposium, I reflected on the amazing FIP progress since we lost Bria in 2005. In 
2005, there was little to offer and no hope for FIP. This was unacceptable to me, and in 
Bria’s memory, I decided to do something about it, writing a proposal for the Bria Fund 
for FIP Research. I approached the Winn Feline Foundation with it, and several months 
later it was accepted by the board, with the understanding that I primarily would be 
responsible for its success, and if donations stopped, the stipulated fund would be 
closed. I took that challenge seriously. Through the Bria Fund and other funding 
sources, Winn continues to be the non-profit supporting more FIP research studies, 
than any other. Thanks to generous donors, both the Bria Fund and FIP progress are 
flourishing! 
 
When the Bria Fund started, I never thought a cat would be cured of FIP in my lifetime. 
That miracle is happening, and many precious lives are being saved. Big pieces of the 
FIP puzzle are solved, but others remain in our goal of ending FIP. To end FIP, we need 
more research, more FIP researchers and increased donations to support it. Cats all over 
the world continue to die daily from FIP and misdiagnosed FIP.  
 
Most people still never hear of FIP, until it happens.  Support and education for the 
scared and confused are important, as is sharing new information.  With FIP, knowledge 
is definitely power. There is a lot of FIP information on the web today, some dangerous 
and unreliable, and many more FIP support groups, some with their own agendas and 
some with very limited focus. For many years, I helped lead the Facebook FIP Fighters 
Group, started by a small group of Bria Fund supporters. I was saddened when the 



owner decided to close this highly respected group. I used this group to share a lot of 
research and other feline related information, as well as Bria Fund news and fundraising 
itself. To continue communicating, sharing information, offering support, and 
functioning like an FIP clearinghouse, Helen of Tanya’s CRF fame, and I recently started 
a new FIP group. We both needed this new endeavor like a hole in our heads, but a 
serious void existed. We continued the name of the former Yahoo group, FIP Cat 
Support, and you are invited to join us. The link to join is 
https://groups.io/g/fipcatsupport  
 
I cannot wait to see the FIP progress that will be made in 2020 towards curing and 
ending FIP. Thank you FIP and Winn families, researchers and everyone else who 
contributed to the Bria Fund’s over 14 years of success and significant FIP progress. We 
are still in the fight of our lives to end FIP, and there is much left to do. If your cat has 
benefitted in any way from FIP research funded over 14 years, including using new 
antivirals curing cats, and you never donated to the Bria Fund directly, please do and 
pay it forward to help end this evil, unforgiving disease. We are still in the fight of our 
lives to end FIP, and there is much left to do. Because of other FIP related priorities, we 
did not run a big Bria Fund fundraiser this year, so please donate now to help us be able 
to continue funding more important studies next year.  
 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, Happy New Year, and may 2020 be an exciting and 
successful year for FIP Progress. Together, we will end FIP!  
 
Susan and Jim, the Bria Fund 
 
www.briafundsupporters.com  
https://winnfelinefoundation.salsalabs.org/briafund 

 

 
 


