
Dear Minister Shandro: 

We write this letter to you to formally ask for the resignation of Collin May, appointed Chief of the 

Alberta Human Rights Commission in May 2022. 

We do not ask for resignations lightly. We are not interested in furthering a culture of reactionary 

culture wars – above all, we believe that our religion is premised on the notion of forgiveness and 

redemption. 

However, we believe, as we know the majority of Albertans do, that while forgiveness should be there 

for everyone, justice requires accountability and taking ownership. A standard of justice is especially 

required for the Chair of the Alberta Human Rights Commission.  

Alberta’s Muslim community extended, notwithstanding the above, an arm to engage with Mr. May so 

that he could reflect on his actions. For the reasons below, it has become clear that Mr. May does not 

appear to be interested in taking accountability or ownership over his actions. For that reason, we have 

no choice but to call for his resignation. 

Collin May, in 2009, wrote in a review in the C2C Journal of historian Efraim Karsh's book entitled Islamic 

Imperialism: A History. In his review, May states, amongst many other shocking passages that, “[Karsh] 

defies the multicultural illusion regarding pacific Islam and goes to the heart of the matter. Islam is not a 

peaceful religion misused by radicals. Rather, it is one of the most militaristic religions known to man, 

and it is precisely this militaristic heritage that informs the actions of radicals throughout the Muslim 

world”.  

When this book review came to light, Mr. May committed to engaging with Alberta’s Muslim 

community. Dates were put forward to Mr. May to meet with leaders of Alberta’s Muslim community. 

He declined those dates; but Mr. May’s de-prioritization of accountability in terms of scheduling issues 

are far secondary to the more serious problem. 

Even as Mr. May promised to engage with Alberta’s Muslim leaders to learn and to reflect, we have 

learned that Mr. May has also been issuing demand letters threatening to sue his critics. This is simply 

unacceptable. 

In a time where brazen attacks on Muslims in Alberta have been growing, specifically targeting Black 

Muslim women wearing hijab, Mr. May’s decision to threaten to sue his critics, while simultaneously 

suggesting outreach with Alberta’s Muslim communities, have been extraordinary and shocking.  

Let the record be clear. Mr. May wrote terrible things in relation to his understanding of an 

Islamophobic text. Leaders of Alberta’s Muslim community, while shocked and appalled, extended a 

hand of good-will to Mr. May in acknowledgement of his ostensible suggestion and desire to sit down 

and listen. Mr. May did not prioritize scheduling those meetings, but far more importantly, decided to 

threaten to sue his critics. 

This behaviour cannot be countenanced from the Chair of the Alberta Human Rights Commission.  

We therefore call upon you to immediately take action in calling for Mr. May’s resignation. 

Regards, 



 

1. The National Council of Canadian Muslims 

2. Al-Rashid Mosque  

3. Masjid in the Park  

4. Islamic Shia Ithna-Asheri Association of Edmonton  

5. Muslim Community of Edmonton (MCE)  

6. Markaz Ul Islam (Fort McMurray)  

7. Muslim Council of Calgary (MCC)   

8. Akram Jomaa Islamic Centre (AJIC)  

9. Islamic Association of Northwest Calgary (IANWC)  

10. Calgary Islamic Centre Southwest (CICSW)   

11. Al-Hedaya Islamic Centre of Northeast Calgary   

12. Islamic Centre of South Calgary (ICSC)  

13. Brooks Islamic Centre   

14. Islamic Information Society of Calgary (IISC)  

15. Downtown Calgary Mosque   

16. El-Tawhid Unity Calgary  

17. University of Calgary Muslim Student Association  

18. Al Faruq Islamic Centre   

19. Sahaba Mosque   

20. Canadian Muslim Research Think Tank   

21. Think for Action 

22. The Mosquers 

23. Africa Centre     

24. Canadian Pakistani Support Group   

25. Calgary Immigrant Support Society  

26. Medical Doctors International (MDI)    

27. Islamic Family and Social Services Association (IFSSA)  

28. Somali Canadian Cultural Society of Edmonton  

 

 

 


