
Volunteering experience at the food pantry by Arden Kile: 
  
I would like to share with our Church family my personal experience serving as a 
volunteer at the food pantry. My initial desire to participate in this outreach 
program has resulted in an increased awareness of the joy available to me by 
developing deeper, caring relationships. Certainly it would have been rewarding 
merely to connect people with a source of free food. But, I have experienced real 
joy in being able to, in some small way, build a relationship with people I would 
otherwise have missed the pleasure of knowing.  
 
As you may know, I rely on a walker for mobility and am not in a position to 
participate in programs that require much physical movement. Regardless,  
Mary Esther Anderson assured me I could be helpful as a person to greet shoppers and 
obtain the required information. No physical work required. So armed, I volunteered, 
nearly a year ago, to serve in our Church food pantry where people can obtain free 
food to support themselves and other members of their family.  
 
Although our opportunity to greet customers is regulated to once a month, we 
volunteers welcome everyone with a smile and, to the extent possible, 
acknowledge each by name. We demonstrate our interest in each visitor by 
listening to whatever information they are willing to share and by making them 
comfortable using our services to obtain food they need for themselves, for their 
children or for elderly parents. It is rewarding for me to feel I am trusted enough, 
by people I barely know, that they will share a portion of their personal 
experience with life. I am confident that from their relationship with our food 
pantry, people leave with a renewed belief that the First Church family cares 
enough to reach out to others without judgement.  
 
There has also been the unanticipated joy of sharing time with the other 
volunteers. I have talked and shared experiences with other members of our 
Church Family – People I might otherwise only recognize as a name or picture in 
our directory. Such relationship building enables me to feel that I am a part of 
God’s Family that attends First Church.  
 
In summary, volunteering for the food pantry has, from my experience, 

developed into much more than connecting people with needed food. It has been 

more about building loving/caring relationships and feeling the joy of living in the 

kingdom of God. 


