
Brian S. Upton serves as Executive Director Building Hope in the City. In this role, Upton is responsible 

for the operations and management of the organization, including program services, administration and 

fund development. He co-founded the organization in 2003.  Previously, Upton worked for more than a 

decade in the business sector for various Cleveland-area marketing and public relations agencies, 

managing clients including Major League Baseball, Rubbermaid and nonprofit organizations including 

hospitals and human service organizations. 

He has previously served as a member of the Ohio Refugee Advisory Council and is a licensed 

facilitator/trainer of Bridges Out of Poverty by aha! Process. A native of Cleveland, Upton holds a 

bachelor’s degree from Kent State University’s School of Journalism and Mass Communication. 


