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Happy Monday and happy belated Father’s Day to all of our dads, 
 
Spartan Lane has been a very busy place since we last reached out to you.  All four of our divisions held 

faculty meetings to discuss the opening of school and the myriad issues involved with doing this thoughtfully and 
safely.  The good news is that we are fortunate to have a large campus with 24 separate buildings with which to 
work.  We can spread out more than most, so when I hear what other schools and school systems are thinking about, 
it is much easier for me to calm my thoughts.  We are excited to welcome our students back to campus on Thursday, 
August 13, as we miss the student energy and enthusiasm which makes this such a unique and special place.   

 
As you know, we are not only thinking about our traditional teaching spaces, but we are also looking to move 

some of our work outdoors. Thanks to shade sails, we have created three new outdoor learning spaces, and we are 
also completing a classroom in the woods adjacent to the Middle School campus.  At the same time, we continue to 
optimize all of our spaces to best engage our students.  According to healthcare professionals, social distancing is still 
a priority to minimize the spread of the virus, so we are looking at all of our spaces through this lens.  If we cannot 
accommodate students safely, then we will utilize face coverings to operate safely.  This does not mean being 
covered from the moment you enter campus to the moment you leave, but rather when necessary to operate under 
health guidelines.    

 
More hand-sanitizing stations are being installed, and more sinks are being added outside of our 

buildings.  We will be spending more time outside than ever before, and we will also be requiring hand washing 
throughout our day.  An additional custodial position is being added to our staff to assist with disinfecting and 
cleaning our campus during the academic day.  Institutionally, we have also purchased several electrostatic 
disinfecting machines.  We will continue to offer a food service on campus, but we will no longer offer a salad 
bar.  Health guidelines will be followed for preparation, distribution, and eating on campus.  This will involve social 
distancing and hand washing before and after meals.  Some schools have decided to cancel all lunch programs, so I 
wanted to share our current plans with you.  More information will be coming out in about a month in the July 20 
issue of the eSpartan, so please know that we continue to work on our plans and protocols for opening campus in 
August.    

 
Check your mailboxes for the latest issue of our spring magazine, Accent.  It was sent to the printer in early 

May, but due to a small production snafu, it is mailing a little later than anticipated.  After sharing the last two issues 
of the student newspaper and the literary magazine online due to the school closure, it is nice to have an Academy 
publication printed on paper.  I also saw a sneak peek of Academia, our school yearbook, and it looks terrific.   

 
Please continue to be vigilant in health decisions, as our best defense against the pandemic is following the 

health professionals’ guidance.  Thank you for your continued support, and I hope each of you is able to enjoy a 
positive summer holiday.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
John Thorsen 
Head of School  
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