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This month it’s my pleasure to tell you a little bit about the 
preschool music program at Athens Academy. I’m Mr. Yongue, and I am 
so fortunate that I get to spend each day sharing my love of music with 
young children. The students love to sing and dance and play all kinds of 
musical instruments. It’s a joy to see their enthusiasm grow as they 
acquire and hone new skills. 

 
Walk past our music room on any given morning and there’s no 

telling what you’ll see (or hear)! You might catch students beating drums 
to the beat of a familiar tune (“Báte Chocoláte,” “Stars and Stripes 
Forever,” “Jingle Bells”)…learning a song and dance for the upcoming 
weekly assembly (“The Freeze,” “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” “Pumpkin 
Bones”) …or simply singing any number of songs we’ve learned together 
this year (“Hey Dum Diddley Dum,” “Take Me Out To The Ballgame,” 
“Do-Re-Mi”). 

 
Other times you may witness more formalized music 

instruction. Students participate in digital interactive group 
lessons that teach skills aligned with national music standards 
such as beat, rhythm, note values, tempo, pitch, and volume. 
These lessons incorporate lots of different musical styles, 
literature, fun facts, and a wide variety of physical activities. 
 

Combining music and movement helps preschoolers 
improve fine and gross motor skills while also developing 
social skills. When preschoolers engage in an action song by 
singing and doing the motions, they discover new and creative 
ways to move their bodies. They do this while thinking 
sequentially and listening with a purpose. 

 
At Athens Academy, all preschoolers are given the 

opportunity to learn and present a musical performance for 
their parents and friends. Boys and girls are hard at work 
learning lyrics and movements for their upcoming 
performances. Pre-first will present Lemonade on March 31. 
K4 follows with their presentation of Prime-Time Nursery 
Rhymes on March 21. K3 wraps things up with performance of 
Three Nanny Goats Gruff on May 12. All three shows are on 
Friday mornings in the Harrison Performance Hall, and they 
begin at 8:45 a.m. 
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