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I hope your 2023 is off to a fantastic start! It has been a busy time on campus, and that is a good thing.  
Students are actively working and engaging in their school which makes for many positives. The fourth grade is 
performing their class play Thwacked! today and tomorrow, and it is always fun to see our students on stage. I 
hope we have a big crowd in attendance for the students tomorrow morning. We are also looking forward to 
Junior College Night on Monday evening, a host of sporting events, and gearing up for the Middle School play, 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, in early February.  Our Board of Trustees is also in the midst of their 
committee meetings as they prepare for their third meeting of the year. This one is of particular importance, 
because this is when next year’s budget and tuition are set. Athens Academy has a long history of being very 
good stewards of our tuition and philanthropic dollars, and I am confident that this trend will continue.    
 

Over the long weekend, I was speaking with a couple of alumni parents who were so happy to share 
several Athens Academy success stories.  They continued to go on and on about our graduates and the amazing 
things they are doing in the world of business, entrepreneurship, law and medicine. Two recent examples 
include Bobby Pinckney, Class of 2016, who was recently named to Forbes Magazine’s “30 Under 30” list in the 
consumer technology category, and Peter Leary, Class of 1996, who was sworn in as the U.S. Attorney for the 
Middle District of Georgia in December.  On a more regular basis, it is fun to see the success of Landmark 
Properties, whose president and CEO is Wes Rogers, Class of 1995.  We are proud of all of our alumni and the 
good work they continue to do locally, around the country, and across the globe.  It’s time to start working on 
our spring magazine Accent, so please be sure to share your class notes with us, so we can keep up with your 
accomplishments. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support and interest in programming. I look forward to another positive 
parenting session with Leigh Ellen Magness this Tuesday, January 24, in the Farmer Field House (more 
information available in this eSpartan newsletter).  If you have topics of interest or speakers that you would like 
us to investigate, please do not hesitate to tell us. 
 
Go Spartans, 

 
John Thorsen 
Head of School 
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