Changing of the Guard
at Monsignor Farrell High School
Monsignor Whalen receives promotion from Cardinal Dolan; Larry Musanti elevated to Principal

“Monsignor Whalen’s contribution to Vir
Fidelis, Monsignor Farrell, Staten Island, and
his priesthood for the Archdiocese of New
York has been outstanding examples of a
true apostle of Jesus Christ in our lifetime.
We shall all miss his daily presence but know
he will further his love and dedication serving
all God’s people. We shall pray for him and
emulate Vir Fidelis!” - Monsignor Peter Finn
events, the compassionate friend during life’s most challenging
moments, the encouraging mentor in the hallways and cafeteria,
and overall, the man who effortlessly filled so many roles in the
lives of so many people.

The first week of 2019 was, without a doubt, an eventful and
emotional time for the Farrell community. With heavy hearts, we
bid a fond farewell to our beloved Principal Monsignor Edmund
Whalen ’76, as he was called upon by Cardinal Timothy Dolan
to fill a very important role of service and leadership in the
Archdiocese of New York as the vicar for clergy.
His appointment is clearly a recognition of all the wonderful
qualities Monsignor Whalen has demonstrated daily at Farrell
and through the leadership roles he played within numerous
organizations and parishes throughout Staten Island. During
his many years of service, Edmund Whalen has demonstrated
himself as a leader with clear and thoughtful vision who can lead
with strength of purpose, while maintaining a remarkable level
of humility, compassion and kindness. These qualities that we
were all fortunate to witness first hand for the past nine years
will certainly serve him and the Archdiocese of New York well
in his new role.
Monsignor’s appointment to this elevated position is a great
source of pride for all of us in the Farrell family, especially his
fellow alumni brothers. At the same time, though, the students
and all of us who were blessed to have him as part of every-day
life, will greatly miss the ever present cheerleader at sporting

But Monsignor Whalen is often quick to point out that the
accomplishments of the school over the past decade have less
to do with one individual and more to do with the combined
efforts of the faculty, administration, coaches and students. He
would also be the first to say that a major driving force and
guiding hand in all of Farrell’s successes during his tenure as
principal has been Assistant Principal Larry Musanti. That is
why the events of the first week of 2019 were not all sad, as the
Monsignor Farrell Board of Trustees quickly and unanimously
voted in favor of naming Larry Musanti the new principal of
Farrell, the first lay-person to lead the school in this role since
being founded in 1961. This promotion was a well deserved
acknowledgment of the significant contribution and dedication
to serving generations of Farrell students that Larry Musanti has
demonstrated for nearly 50 years.
Larry’s appointment to principal is yet another recognition
of the quality of leadership that we have been blessed with at
Monsignor Farrell High School.

“Monsignor Whalen is one of our best known and admired priests. I need him very much as vicar
for clergy, which is a very pivotal role in the governance of the archdiocese.”
											-Cardinal Timothy Dolan
Farrell, Monsignor wrote for The Lion,
served as an editor for Cornerstone,
participated in student council, the
usher’s society, forensics, Project Omega
(the forerunner of TCM), and many
other activities. It was during Mass in
the Farrell chapel one morning when his
life would change forever. “I made up my
mind right there that God was asking me
to become a priest,” he recalls.
After graduating from Farrell in 1976,
Monsignor earned his bachelor’s degree
from Cathedral College.
Following
his undergraduate studies, Monsignor
lived at the North American College
and studied at the Pontifical Gregorian
University in Rome.

A Farrell Man

His first teaching assignment came in
1982 when he taught high school at
Marymount International School, also in
Rome. He was ordained a priest in 1984
by Cardinal John O’Connor.

Edmund J. Whalen was born and raised in Westerleigh and
attended Blessed Sacrament School in West Brighton. He
entered Farrell in 1972 as a freshman, two years after his
older brother Michael had graduated. While a student at

In 1985, he received his licentiate in
moral theology from Rome’s Academia
Alfonsiana. Later that year, he returned
to New York and was assigned to

Resurrection High School in Rye, where
he taught from 1985-1987, also serving
as parochial vicar.

principal in September 2010, succeeding
Monsignor John Paddack who served as
Farrell’s principal since July, 2002.

Monsignor Whalen joined the Farrell
faculty in 1987 and became chairman of
the religion department and also taught
foreign language.

Summoned by the Cardinal

In 1990 he left Farrell, having been
appointed Secretary to Cardinal John
O’Connor, and returned to Rome in
1992 to complete his doctorate in moral
theology.
He was elevated to monsignor in 1999.
Monsignor Whalen has held several
positions within the Archdiocese of
New York, including: professor of moral
theology at St. Joseph’s Seminary in
Dunwoodie, rector of St. John Neumann
Seminary Residence, as well as pastor of
St. Benedict’s Parish in the Bronx. He
previously served as pastor of St. JosephSt. Thomas R.C. Parish in Staten Island
from 2007 to 2010.
Monsignor became Farrell’s first alumni

Monsignor Whalen was appointed the
Archdiocese’s vicar for clergy by Cardinal
Timothy Dolan effective January 1,
2019, ending his nearly nine years of
service as principal.
“He knows our priests, they know
him,” said Cardinal Dolan. “He’s a very
fair, respected, compassionate, kind of
streetwise priest. He’s going to be a very
good vicar for clergy.”
Following the announcement by the
Cardinal, the Farrell Board of Trustees
voted unanimously to appoint Larry
Musanti the new principal of Monsignor
Farrell High School on Monday, January
7, 2019.
“The future of the Church is entrusted
to dedicated lay people who are the
Church,” said Monsignor Whalen. “Mr.
Musanti will continue to be the great role
model for our students he has been for
generations of Farrell men.”

Larry Through The Years

In nearly 50 years of dedicated service to the students of
Monsignor Farrell High School, Larry Musanti has done it all.

“I share Monsignor Whalen’s vision for Farrell as we move
forward, continuing to provide the premier Catholic high
school education for young men on Staten Island, adding to
the ranks of alumni, each of whom is proud to call himself a
“Vir Fidelis.” - Larry Musanti
chairman of the science department,
summer school principal, driver
education instructor and coached varsity
baseball. He continues to teach advanced
placement chemistry to sophomores.

A New Era with a Familiar Face
Larry Musanti graduated from St. Peter’s
Boys High School in 1966 and went on
to receive his bachelor’s of science degree
in chemistry from St. Francis College.
He began his career in education in
1970 as a member of Farrell’s science
department.
While a member of the Farrell faculty,
Larry continued his education at CUNY
Richmond, earning his master’s of
science in secondary education and
environmental science in 1978.
In his nearly 50 years at Farrell, Larry
has taught chemistry, health, physics and
mathematics, served as dean of students,

On Tuesday, January 8, 2019, Larry
assumed his new role as principal of
Monsignor Farrell High School, the first
lay person to hold that position in Farrell
history.
“Having worked closely with Monsignor
Whalen for the past 8 ½ years, I marveled
at the seemingly inexhaustible energy
with which he did his job as principal, all
the while maintaining the humility for
which he is so admired,” said Larry.
While the Farrell community is saddened
by the departure of Monsignor Whalen,
there is also tremendous excitement and
no shortage of praise for Larry.
Past-principal and current Chairman of
Farrell’s Board of Trustees, Monsignor
Thomas Bergin, had this to say about

“Above all Larry is honest, forthright,
compassionate and a model for generations
of Farrell men. Vir Fidelis is the blood line
of this exceptional educator.”
-Monsignor Peter Finn
Principal 1977-1982

“I am more than confident that Larry will
continue this direction, adding, of course,
his own uniqueness to the picture.”
-Monsignor Thomas Bergin
Principal 1982-1992

both the outgoing principal and his
successor: “When I asked Cardinal
Dolan to release Monsignor Whalen
from his parish assignment in 2010
so that the board could appoint him
principal of Farrell, I knew that he was
really the only one who could turn it
around and bring it back to the glory
years. He did so and more in just a few
years. Farrell is once again the school that
parents and elementary and intermediate
school administrators and teachers want
their kids to attend. This is the greatest
tribute to Monsignor Whalen and to his
superb right hand, Larry Musanti.”
The other past-principals were in
agreement with Monsignor Bergin,
who served as Farrell’s principal from
1982-1992. His predecessor at Farrell,
Monsignor Peter Finn, described Larry
as “an exemplary man, husband, father,
educator and administrator,” adding,
“I proudly call Larry a friend with a
beautiful wife and family.”
While Larry served as a faculty member

“In my view, over his many years, he has been one
of the greatest assets the school has ever had. I
am delighted to see Larry named as Monsignor
Farrell’s new principal.”
-Monsignor Emmet Nevin
Principal 1992-2002

“Larry has shown his dedication to Farrell and is
among its best educators since doors opened in
1961. His leadership in the upcoming years will
ensure Farrell’s future and its greatness. This leader
of leaders has my congratulations, full support and
my prayers.”
-Monsignor John Paddack
Principal 2002-2010

under both Monsignors Bergin and Finn, it was during the
tenure of Monsignor Emmet Nevin that Larry was promoted to
assistant principal for academics. Having worked together for
twenty-two years, Monsignor Nevin was effusive in his praise of
Larry. “Larry Musanti is one of the brightest, most talented and
dedicated Catholic educators I have been privileged to work with,”
said Monsignor Nevin, who served as principal from 1992-2002.
“Although not a graduate, in my book, Larry Musanti is a true ‘Man
of Farrell’, a Catholic man who is the embodiment of the school’s
motto of ‘Vir Fidelis’.” He added, “During my twenty-two years at
Farrell, Larry was an outstanding teacher, baseball coach and dean
of students. In my ten years as principal, Larry was also my dean
of students, assistant principal, summer school principal and my
friend. His love for the school and the students is evident in his
constant presence at school activities and in all he does.”
Monsignor John Paddack, who served as Farrell’s Principal following
Monsignor Nevin, is in agreement with his fellow past-principals.
“I was thrilled to receive the news that Mr. Musanti was named the
principal of this prestigious school. My eight years as Principal of
Farrell and my almost fifty years as an educator have taught me just
how important the role of principal is,” explained Monsignor. “As
this man of Faith takes over, I am confident he will set the proper
tone in this gem of a Catholic school. I have seen him in action in
the classroom, in the halls and in every corner of the building and
campus. He will be highly visible to all, demonstrating his love for
education, the student body, the faculty, the staff, the parents and
the alumni.”

The Future
Monsignor Farrell High School is steeped in tradition and pride,
having produced leaders in government, community service, medicine,
business, law, education, and a multitude of other roles. This has been
accomplished through the strong leadership that has guided the school
over the past five decades. The Farrell mission and legacy will continue
to thrive under yet another strong, compassionate, wise and caring
educator and leader, Larry Musanti.

“Larry is an excellent teacher, a skilled
administrator, and wise father figure for our
students. Farrell could not be in better hands.”
- Monsignor Edmund Whalen ‘76

Larry, pictured here in his first faculty
yearbook photo, began teaching
chemistry and general science at Farrell
in 1970. He was also the moderator of
the chemistry lab assistants.

He became the chairman of the
science department in 1975. In
addition to teaching chemistry, Larry
has taught physics and advanced
placement chemistry, and has taught
all levels of math at Farrell. He also
taught drivers ed, heath, and was the
moderator of Farrell’s first chess team.

Larry served as the Assistant Principal
for Student Affairs from 1987 - 1993.
Monsignor Emmet Nevin promoted
him to assistant principal for academic
affairs in 1994. He has also served as
dean of students.

An assistant coach on the varsity
baseball team from 1980 - 1983,
Coach Musanti served as the head
varsity coach from 1984 - 2001.
During his tenure, Larry led the Lions
to three Archdiocesan Championships
(’84, ’86, ’90), as well as an SIHSC
Championship in 1984.

Read more about this and other Farrell news in the next edition
of Maroon & Gold Alumni Magazine coming this spring.

