
By Ben Bromley
Marketing & Tourism Coordinator

Everything has been different this 
month without our fearless (former) 
leader Darren Hornby. No one is 
walking around the Visitor Center 
wearing lederhosen or a “cash suit” 
or a crab costume. But activity has 
been plentiful. And we know help is 
on the way.

We hope everyone enjoyed the 
Trunks & Trucks event Sept. 27. This 
new, end-of-the-summer celebration 
provided one last glimpse at all 15 
artistically enhanced elephants before 
they went to their forever homes. 
And it gave us yet another reason 
to visit Ski Hi Fruit Farm - as if we 
needed one - during its peak season.

I’m happy to report that most of 
the winning bidders in the elephant 
auction are local, so these pretty 
pachyderms will remain among us 
for years to come. Many will be on 
display for the public at locations 
such as Baraboo State Bank, Tin Roof 

Dairy and Circus World.
Many have asked whether we’ll 

organize another art installation 
next year. Given the popularity of 
this summer’s “parade of elephants,” 
you can look for the Chamber to 
introduce a similar campaign 2022 in 
conjunction with the Big Top Parade, 
scheduled for June 25.

Darren has remained an integral 
part of the Chamber team, helping 
out on a part-time basis around his 
“day job,” as Development Direc-
tor for Boys & Girls Clubs of West 
Central Wisconsin; and his early 
morning job, baking pies at Ski Hi. (I 
suspect he has perfected self-cloning 
technology but selfishly is telling no 
one.) For example, he organized last 
week’s trolley tour, which sent 15 
Chamber Ambassadors and staff to 
several member businesses for visits.

Some tasks have fallen to me, such 
as running the September meeting of 
the Ambassadors Club. After con-
ducting our monthly business at Las 
Milpas, we welcomed the finalists for 

the Chamber’s Exec-
utive Director posi-
tion. This informal 
“meet and greet” 
allowed the Am-
bassadors to learn 
about the finalists, 
and vice versa. All 
three finalists went 

through interviews last week at the 
Visitor Center, and our Board Pres-
ident Shawna Marquardt asked that 
I tease you all by saying there will be 
news soon! (I know, I know, no one 
likes a tease.)

Rest assured, our Board of Direc-
tors continues to provide capable 
leadership, as does Darren in a 
part-time role. Meanwhile, Michelle 
and Kristi Feld and I are keeping the 
office running.

October will be a busy month. 
Look for us at Baraboo Riverfest and 
Fair on the Square and at Ski Hi, 
where we’ll be selling tickets to the 
Chamber’s Annual Raffle. Let me 
know if you need any.
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update from That other 
guy who isn't darren

Freedom in Christ Assembly
Baraboo FFA alumni

George & Cathy Althoff
Arby’s

Gateway Power Sports

https://ficachurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BarabooFFAAlumni
http://George & Cathy Althoff
https://www.arbysostrowski.com/


RIBBON CUTTING: BARABOO LIONS CLUB
DISC GOLF COURSE

On Sept. 23 the Baraboo Lions Club rededicated the 
Baraboo Lions Mark Reitz Memorial Disc Golf Course, 
unveiling a new sign during a Chamber ribbon-cutting 
ceremony attended by a host of Lions.

 The course was established at what is now the University of Wisconsin-Platteville Baraboo/Sauk County back in 1996. The next 
year, Mark joined the club and served as disc golf chairman for 17 years until his untimely death. During the ribbon-cutting, Lion 
Mim Olsen read a history of the course before Sharyl Reitz, Mark’s widow, cut the ribbon and thanked the group.

Fair on the Square
Fall Fair on the Square will return 

Saturday, October 9 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Come to Downtown Baraboo for 
a Saturday full of fun! It will feature 
150-plus artists and crafters as well as 
live music, a farmers market, and kid 
activities.

Food vendors will be back with 
traditional favorites, and new vendors 
with fresh flavors! 

Winter Wine Walk
Winter Wine Walk tickets will go 

on sale on Tuesday, October 19. More 
information to come.

Christmas Light Parade
Parade floats, band and other entries 

are invited to sign up for Downtown 
Baraboo’s Christmas Light Parade. 
Use this link to sign up.

The Christmas Light Parade will 
start at 6 p.m. on Saturday, November 
20. Have questions? Send email to 
downtownbaraboo@gmail.com

Downtown Baraboo events return

Looking for a volunteer opportuni-
ty? Downtown Baraboo Inc. is look-
ing for help during Fall Fair on the 
Square!

Please use the following link to sign 
up. If you have any questions about 
volunteering, send email downtown-
baraboo@gmail.com

Volunteers sought for 
Fall Fair on the Square

https://forms.gle/e3hnD7SHYLTEFySV7
https://forms.gle/2FSHkd824V7V5DzP6


The University of Wisconsin-Platteville Baraboo/Sauk County hosted an informative Lunch & Learn event on campus Sept. 23. 
Assistant Provist Michael Compton (top right) provided an update on campus programming. Craig Beytien (top left), executive 
director of campus relations, discussed how the university seeks to establish partnerships with local businesses. The event 
featured lunch catered by campus food service and tours featuring the spectacular panoramic view at “Boo U.”

LUNCH & LEARN AT UW-BARABOO

The Main Street Bounceback Grants 
program provides $10,000 to new 
or existing businesses and nonprofit 
organizations moving into vacant 
properties in Wisconsin’s downtowns 
and commercial corridors. 

The program is open to new or 
existing businesses opening a new 

location or expanding operations in a 
vacant commercial space as of January 
1, 2021. Grant funds are available as 
part of the American Recovery Plan 
Act and will be distributed by the 
Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation regional partners. Busi-
nesses must apply through the partner 

organization for the region in which 
they are located, such as the Baraboo 
Area Chamber of commerce. 

Applications are open through June 
30, 2022. 

Additional information about the 
Main Street Bounce Back Grants is 
available here. 

Applications now open for 
Main Street Bounce Back Grants

https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/mainstreet-bounceback-grants/


calendar of events

Ambassadors Club meeting
Monday, October 18th at 5:30 p.m. 
Ski Hi Fruit Farm

Join us at Ski Hi as members of the Ambassadors Club brainstorm about potential  
Chamber members, discuss upcoming events and devise ways to keep members engaged with 
the organization. All while enjoying tasty food and beverages!

New member orientation
Thursday, October 7th from noon to 1 p.m. 
Visitor Center conference room

Learn about the many benefits of Chamber membership from Ben as he details the  
organization’s structure, principles and funding mechanisms. He’ll also discuss the great  
networking events and community celebrations the Chamber organizes. Register here

Board of Directors meeting
Monday, October 18th from noon to 1 p.m. 
Visitor Center

Board members, please mark your calendars for the 18th if you haven’t already, as President 
Shawna will lead our September Board of Directors meeting IN PERSON in the Visitor Center’s 
conference room.

Business After 5 at Aspire Salon Suites
Monday, November 8th, 5-7 p.m. 
Aspire Salon Suites, 507 Hitchcock St.

Check out the many offerings of the beauty and health professionals at Aspire Salon Suites!
Aspire Salon Suites is a community of independent salons, personal care, wellness, and busi-
ness suites within one upscale 4,700-square-foot facility. It offers 13 suites providing unique, 
advanced services. Check it out and chat with fellow Chamber members! REGISTER HERE

Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, June 25

Arrrrgggghhhhh ye ready for a weekend 
full of circus fun? After two summers without 
a Big Top Parade, we certainly hope you are!

Please mark your calendars for the 2022 Big 
Top Parade & Circus Celebration. The parade 
is scheduled for Saturday, June 25th at 11 a.m.

The parade will serve as the centerpiece for 
a weekend full of events. The 2022 events will 
piggyback on Circus World’s pirate theme, 
hence our mascot elephant’s eye patch and 
headwear.

Avast, mateys! Watch for updates at  
bigtopparade.com.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07eijsqlv50de3746a
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07eibe774e5c3422e4
https://bigtopparade.com/


BARABOO RIVERFEST

The Chamber helped the Friends of the 
Baraboo River organize Baraboo Riverfest, an 
event that celebrated the 20th anniversary of 

dams being removed from the waterway.
Demonstrations, informational booths, live 

music and a ribbon-cutting ceremony were 
highlights of this October 2 event, held at the 

Maxwell-Potter Conservancy.



Trolley Time
On Sept. 30 

members of 
our Ambas-
sadors Club 

took a trolley 
tour, spend-
ing an after-
noon visiting 

several 
members. 

It was great 
to pop in at 
Willowood 

Inn, Tum-
bled Rock 

Brewery and 
Kitchen, New 
Life Lavender, 

the Square 
Tavern, ETC 
by BLH and 

Driftless Glen 
Distillery.

Ambassadors go on tour



baraboo young professionals
night market

The Baraboo Young Professionals hosted a Night Market 
downtown on September 17, drawing scores of people to 
enjoy live music, vendor sales and food trucks.

Mark your calendar for BYP’s holiday Night Market, set for 
Friday, December 17!

Business After 5 events are returning this fall!
These monthly socials give our members op-

portunities to network and check out what other 
local businesses are doing.

The Business After 5 event planned for October 
11 at St. Clare Hospital has been canceled.

Mark your calendars and click to register:
November 8 - Aspire Salon Suites
December 13 - Ho-Chunk Casino

Business After 5 events are back

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07eibe774e5c3422e4
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07eibf0k77e9a30213


ATTRIDGE PARK SPLASH PAD DONATION
SEPTEMBER 15

AMBASSADORS MEETING AT LAS MILPAS
SEPTEMBER 27

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

DOWNTOWN BARABOO INC. MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17

HILL’S WIRING 105th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SEPTEMBER 22

DARREN’S FAREWELL OFFICE PARTY
SEPTEMBER 28



2021 PARTNER PACKAGE SPONSORS 

International Crane Foundation

MAX FM

Prevail Bank

Dental Associates

ReMax Grand

Supreme Awards



2021 PARTNER PACKAGE SPONSORS 

Terrytown PlumbingThe Grainery

Driftless Glen Distillery in Baraboo 
is releasing a limited-edition pink-la-
bel bourbon in October for Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

Join the distillery in raising aware-
ness and funds for a cause that is near 
and dear to many hearts: $3 from each 
pink bottle of bourbon is going direct-
ly to local cancer research. 

These pink-label bottles of Small 
Batch Bourbon will be available Oct. 
1 at Driftless Glen, 300 Water St. You 

can also find these limited bottles in 
stores across Wisconsin and in mul-
tiple other states, including Illinois, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Kentucky, and Florida. 

Each distributor of the pink-label 
bottle has selected a local cancer 
research center in their area where the 
proceeds will be donated. A complete 
list of the cancer centers where the 
funds are going is available on their 
website.

Tickets cost only $5 each, 
or 3 for $10

Give yourself a chance to win big 
bucks and exciting prizes by spending 
a few dollars on the Chamber’s Annu-
al Raffle! 

This year tickets cost only $5 each, 
or three for $10. There are three cash 
payouts ($1,000/$750/$500) and other 
prizes including a Badger Weekend 
(football tickets, dining gift card and 
lodging); a TV and sound system; and 
five (count ‘em, five!) $50 gift cards to 
local restaurants.

The winning tickets will be drawn 
at halftime of the Wisconsin Badgers 
football game vs. Rutgers on Saturday, 

November 6. Ticket holders need not 
be present to win.

Tickets are available at the Baraboo 
Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor 
Center, located next to Festival Foods. 
It’s open 11-4 on weekdays. Tickets 
also are available from Chamber Am-
bassadors and Board Members.

If you’re willing to sell tickets at 
your business, please call the Cham-
ber at 356-8333 and we’ll deliver. Even 
better, give us a call with your order: 
How many would you like to buy this 
year?

Raffle proceeds benefit the Chamber 
and support its mission to promote 
local tourism and its members, there-
by strengthening the economy of the 
Baraboo Area.

Would you like some raffle tickets?

Special bourbon battles breast cancer

https://driftlessglen.com/2021/09/21/go-pink-with-dg-this-october/


international crane foundation
grand opening

The International Crane 
Foundation welcomed the 
community to its newly 
expanded headquarters 
September 18, offering 
tours and an open house 
that attracted scores of 
bird lovers and conser-
vationists. One might say 
they flocked to the event!



https://www.fairfieldhillsgolfcourse.com/
https://pausefacialbar.com/menu/


https://www.gwpowersports.com/grand-opening-celebration/






CELEBRATE
INDIGENOUS

PEOPLE'S DAY
2021

W E D N E S D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  6T H

T H U R S D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  7T H

M O N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  11T H

Portage Campus

330  W.  Col l ins St.

Fort  Atkinson Campus

827  Banker  Rd.

Watertown Campus 

1300  W.  Main St.

Commercial  Avenue Campus

2125  Commercial  Ave.

Truax Campus 

1701  Wright  St.

Reedsburg Campus

300  A lexander  Ave.

11 :30  am

2 :30  pm

1 :30  pm

3 :30  pm

9 :30  am

11 :30  am

Ful l  Detai ls  Coming Soon!   RSVP Here


