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During this season, even during 
a challenging year, I feel moved to 
express my gratitude.

I’m thankful to all who helped the 
Chamber survive a difficult 2020: 
To all who bought raffle tickets, who 

participated in our 
golf outing, who 
attended our Tapping 
of the Golden Keg 
event and Annual 
Dinner. And most of 
all, to our sponsors.

I know this has 
been a hard year for 
many of our mem-

bers. You’ve endured shutdowns and 
have undertaken drastic measures to 
adjust to suddenly changing consum-
er habits and needs. Many of these 
measures involved costs, costs you 

bore just to keep your doors open.
That’s why I’m especially grateful 

this year for our Partner Package 
Sponsors. Their support this year was 
critical to the Chamber continuing 
to carry out its mission this year, and 
will be again in 2021.

The Chamber initiated the Partner 
Package program to allow sponsors 
to support every project throughout 
the year through a single gift. This 
gave the Chamber a secure source of 
income we could count on each year, 
and eliminated the need for solici-
tors to call on these sponsors several 
times throughout the year.

I was pleased to see our roster of 
Partner Package sponsors swell to 20 
this year. And looking ahead to 2021, 
I’ve been excited to see new Partner 
Package sponsors sign on already for 
the coming year.

We’ve spent the fall recognizing 
our Partner Package sponsors via so-

cial media and newsletter e-blasts. In 
this edition of the Chamber Review, 
we highlight Ho-Chunk Gaming 
(page 3).

I appreciate 2020 sponsors’ flexibil-
ity, allowing the Chamber to credit 
their support of the Big Top Parade 
to this year’s operations. We look 
forward to next year, when - fingers 
crossed - we’ll be allowed to stage 
that wonderful event again.

I’m hoping we’ll see things get back 
to normal early in the new year. We 
plan to hold our annual meeting 
virtually next month, to ensure we’re 
abiding by our bylaws. The annual 
dinner, celebrating the achievements 
of the Chamber and its members, 
will wait until later in the year, when 
it’s safe for us to gather together and 
share in a party.

I’m grateful that even in tough 
times, the Chamber has so many sup-
porters it can count on.

grateful to our members, sponsors
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Many thanks to all who support-
ed our annual Cash Raffle. This 
fundraiser was critical, given that 
restrictions on big groups ham-
pered other Chamber events in 
2020.

It was difficult to sell tickets 
during a time when people were 
discouraged from being out and 
about any more than necessary, 
but Chamber staff, board mem-
bers, Ambassadors and volunteers 
pulled together to sell 900 tickets.

Several board members - Jake 
Franzen, Christian Herrild, Tony 
Jaynes and Nicole Marklein - 
helped out as 10 winning tickets 
were selected on Nov. 14 during a 
drawing broadcast via Facebook 
Live.

Congratulations to our 10 win-
ners of $1,000 prizes: John Winter, 
Michelle French, Dennis Murray, 
Marty Ferguson, Nanci Caflisch, 
Georgia Brinkmeier, Jean Giesler, 
Stuart Koehler, Gloria Larson and 
Asher/Rowan Amundson. Many 
already have collected their win-

nings, as you see here!
Special thanks to our top-selling 

volunteers: Mary Dressen, Nanci 
Caflisch, Shelley Mordini Andi An-
derson and Bobbie Coons - those 
five combined sold 30 percent of 
the total number of tickets sold!

We think spending $20 on a 
chance to win $1,000 is a good bar-
gain, especially when you’re sup-
porting the Chamber at the same 
time! Thanks to all who did their 
part to ensure we can continue to 
carry out our important mission.

Thanks to all who supported the raffle



FEATURED 
SPONSOR: 
HO-CHUNK 

GAMING
Ho-Chunk Gaming does a lot 

for the community. In addition to 
sponsoring the Chamber, it supports 
innumerable community causes.

Plus, Ho-Chunk Gaming adds 
richness to the Baraboo Area’s cul-
ture. Its outdoor entertainment ven-
ue and convention center draw na-
tional headliners. Its 30,000 square 
feet of convention, ballroom and 
exhibitor space can accommodate 
events attracting up to 1,000 people 
and 90 trade show booths. Its 300 
hotel rooms include Executive and 
VIP suites. The casino floor features 
exciting table games and state-of-
the-art slots. Its restaurants deliver a 
variety of food options.

Under normal circumstances, Ho-
Chunk Gaming supports more than 
1,000 full-time jobs with extensive 
benefit packages and more than $26 
million in payroll annually paid to 
team members who live in Sauk 
County.

Ho-Chunk Gaming is a great place 
to escape, relax and have fun just 
minutes away from Baraboo. Con-
sider it our grown-up getaway!

https://www.ho-chunkgaming.com/wisconsindells/#//
 https://landing.wbd.org/best-kept-secret-kyle


RECENT FEATURED SPONSORS
Andersen Baraboo ManufacturingBank of 

Wisconsin Dells

Terrytown Plumbing

Seneca Foods

Cell.Plus 
US Cellular



The pandemic altered the plan quite 
a bit, but there is still festive holiday 
fun planned every Saturday in down-
town Baraboo.

Downtown Baraboo Inc. held a Vir-
tual Wine Walk & Shop on Nov. 20 in 
lieu of the traditional Wine Walk. DBI 
replaced the Christmas Light Parade 
with the Holiday Window Walk and 
Market, which featured a (safe and 
socially distanced) visit from Santa. 
This event kicked off a string of Satur-
day events that will enable shoppers 
to enjoy Baraboo’s charm this holiday 
season without joining large crowds.

Small Business Saturday was held 
last weekend, with retailers extending 
hours and encouraging local shop-
ping. This was a great opportunity to 
support the local retailers who sup-
port our community all year long.

Next Saturday’s theme is Home for 
the Holidays, followed by the Very 
Merry Weekend on Dec. 12. (Remem-
ber, the Very Merry Holiday Fair is 
still being held this year, online Dec. 
11 and 12!) Also, the Sauk Coun-

ty Historical Society is Celebrating 
Christmas Across America at the Van 
Orden Mansion on Dec. 5 and 6 and 
12 and 13 from 2-8 p.m.

Downtown merchants will en-
courage locals and visitors alike to 
Experience the Magic of Christmas 
on Dec. 19, extending their hours 
throughout the week of Dec. 14-23. 

From mid-December to Christmas 
most shops are open until 7 p.m. with 
extended hours.

Wagon rides around the square and 
visits with Santa will be offered every 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

For the latest information, visit 
downtownbaraboo.com or check out 
DBI’s Facebook page.

The Chamber has partnered with 
Downtown Baraboo Inc. to present 
a new event, the Holiday Window 
Walk. We encouraged our members to 
decorate their storefronts with festive 
designs to be displayed throughout the 
holiday season. And we’re sponsoring 
a contest where shoppers can vote 
online for their favorite displays.

The campaign kicked off with the 
Holiday Window Walk on Nov. 21 and 
will continue throughout the holiday 
season. The Window Walk was held in 
conjunction with an outdoor market 
and visits with Santa Claus downtown. 
Wagon rides, visits with Santa and oth-
er events are scheduled every Saturday 
during the holiday season.

DBI, Chamber collaborate on contest

Holiday fun every Saturday downtown

https://www.facebook.com/events/468807434082013/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A%2229%22%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3A%22events_respond_page_cohost%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D&notif_id=1606249905100804&notif_t=events_respond_page_cohost&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/holidayfair
http://downtownbaraboo.com
https://www.baraboo.com/baraboo-chamber/chamber-events/holiday-window-contest/
https://www.baraboo.com/baraboo-chamber/chamber-events/holiday-window-contest/


NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Ambassadors Club meeting at Ringling Brewing • Nov. 23

Holiday Window Walk & Shop • Nov. 21

Toys for Tots boxes are out in our 
community and ready to accept dona-
tions! Here’s where they are located:

Oliver Motors
Slumberland
Cricket Wireless
First Weber
Don Larson
New Life Physical Therapy
 Andersen Windows
 All toys collect will be donated to 

the Sauk County Children’s Giving 
Tree. If you wish to make a mone-
tary donation instead, you can mail 
checks payable to Toys for Tots to 
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooper-
ative, ATTN: Toys for Tots, P.O. Box 
70, Friendship, WI 53934 or visit our 
local Toys for Tots website to donate 
online.

Toys for Tots donations sought

https://marinetoysfortots.salsalabs.org/localdonationform/index.html?fun_local_campaign_designation=WI-Friendship&scf_unit_code_supporter=WI-Friendship


MVRBC BLOOD DRIVE
December 8th, 2020 from 2- 5:30 PM

Walnut Hill Bible Church 

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED

800-747-5401 x4128 or

https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_

schedule/99225



REAL COLORS® 
WORKSHOP

You may have taken personality tests before, like DISC or

Myers-Briggs. Real Colors® distills the complexity of the

Myers-Briggs model down to a more understandable,

practical level. 

Temperamental tendencies are categorized as four colors

and participants can quickly understand why they and

others are the way they are and see how these

temperaments affect personal and working relationships.

The Sauk County Institute of Leadership (SCIL) team at

Extension Sauk County will be holding a special, virtual

Real Colors® temperament training workshop.

The timing’s good, too. Need a lift from the Covid Blues? We

can borrow the tagline: “Just in time for the holidays!” Please

join us. Note: because it's a virtual (Zoom) class, we’re limiting

the size so jump on the chance before it’s gone!

For $15 you can give yourself a gift that will light up your

world long after the dark days of winter have passed. Register

at go.uwplatt.edu/real-colors.  Questions?  Contact Jenny

Erickson, Extension Sauk County Educator, at 608-963-1170 or

jennifer.erickson@wisc.edu. 

December 17, 2020 at 9am





Community 

Join our virtual webinar 
Cranes &

�is project is funded in part, by Jodi K. Kingdon and Henry S. Kingdon, M.D., Ph.D. and a grant from the Sauk County 
UW-Extension, Arts & Culture Committee and the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from the State of Wisconsin.

Join us for a FREE educational webinar presented by painter and muralist Jay 
Jocham. He will share the experiences of his mural-painting journey at the 
International Crane Foundation from April 2019 until its completion in September 
2020. �e Cranes and Community Virtual Art Series will showcase �ve local artists 
in a series of online presentations.

�ursday, December 3
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.|Jay Jocham

Behind the scenes look at painting 
the International Crane Foundation 

exhibit murals.

Visit our website for
program details and times
www.savingcranes.org


