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If you are a CMC hiker, you undoubtedly know Danny 
Bernstein and her passion for hiking. You may be familiar 
with books she has authored detailing hikes on trails in 
Western North Carolina and statewide.  Her newest book is 
a departure from her previous books.  At heart, DuPont 
Forest, A History is just that, the history of the place we now 
call the DuPont State RecreaIonal Forest.  Danny tells the 
story of the land and the people who have shaped it.  In a 
sense it is a memoir of the land of waterfalls and forests 
shaped by people over Ime.  It is the story of how a large 
corporaIon built an industrial site in a prisIne mountain 
seJng and made it available to employees and their 
families for recreaIon, and how that site came to be the 
forest we know today. 

There is a personal connecIon in this story for me.  I grew up in Wilmington, Delaware and my 
father worked for the DuPont CorporaIon. It was the largest employer and there were mulIple 
industrial sites and R&D faciliIes in the greater Wilmington area.  I associated DuPont with 
sprawling industrial faciliIes with copious amounts of industrial waste; quite a contrast to the 
DuPont plant near Brevard in a rural seJng.  That was one of many lessons I learned from 
Danny’s book.   

The book traces the history of the land, the indigenous people and early sePlers, early 
sePlements and farms, and the establishment of lodges such as the Buck Forest Lodge and 
camps popular in the area.   Much of this history is told in the words of people Danny 
interviewed, from people who visited Buck Forest Lodge and summer camps, to the workers 
and their family members recalling the days when the DuPont facility was operaIng. 

It is through their words that the story comes alive.  Today, one can hike in the forest and not 
really know that at its center was a factory that was established in the 1950s unIl its ulImate 
closure by Agfa in 2002.  What is evident and is told so well in the book is the relaIonship 
between the DuPont CorporaIon and the land surrounding the factory.  DuPont took an acIve 
role from the beginning in preserving the natural state of the land they controlled.  This is 
especially evident in the words of former employees and family members interviewed to tell 
this story. 

What many of us do remember is how this tract we call the DuPont forest almost fell into 
private hands.  The book covers this controversial Ime well with first-hand interviews with the 
key players in seeing that the land become property of the State of North Carolina under the 
control of the NC Forest Service.  Had many people not stepped up at that Ime, there would be 
liPle public access to the forest and waterfalls we have come to love. 



For me, the measure of a good book is what I learned that I did not know before, and how I am 
inspired to want to explore and find out more.  Dupont Forest, A History is such a book.  AZer 
reading it I bought an up-to-date detailed trail map of the DuPont State RecreaIonal Forest so I 
can get to know the land bePer and gain a greater appreciaIon for the diverse areas of the 
forest.  I hope I see my CMC friends on the trail there soon! 

DuPont Forest, A History is available at Malaprops Bookstore in Asheville and on Amazon.com.


