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I SAMUEL 30 DAVID IN VICTORY AGAIN
A. David’s distress.
1. (1-2) Ziklag is plundered by the Amalekites.
Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way.
Discussion: David has been attacking the Amalekites while he was stationed in Ziklag.  The Amalekites took advantage of David’s time away with King Achish to attack David’s camp.  This attack was meant to hurt and humiliate David.  They captured everyone and kept them alive to taunt David.  David is reaping the seeds he has planted.  He lied to King Achish and claimed to be attacking Israel when he was actually attacking the Amalekites.  David’s life has changed from a mountain-top experience to a down-in-the-valley experience.  Has this ever happened to you? Share.
Discussion: Here are two examples of God’s grace.  In chapter 28, God’s grace prevents David from reaping what he had sown.  In chapter 29, David is reaping the harvest that comes from the seeds he has sown.  Explain these two very different experiences of grace.
Discussion: David arrives at a scene of utter destruction.  The city has been burned to the ground and all the people are gone.  Have you had a similar experience?  Share.
2. (3-6) David and his men come upon the empty, burned city.
So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.
Discussion: Describe this scene in your own words.  What did the men see, say, hear, and feel?  
Discussion: David’s men have been extremely loyal and faithful until these verses.  Now they want to stone David.  Explain.  
Discussion: The writer makes a point of telling us that David’s two wives were taken captive.  Why? Speculate.
Discussion: This passage ends with the phrase “But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.”  Explain this passage in your own words.  Have you ever had this experience?  Share.
Ending the learning cycle:  Several times in the past, God brought David to a place where David did not have a reasonable human option.  For example, when David first fled from Saul to Nob.  This is seen again in David’s two encounters with King Achish.  David failed these tests.  He attempted to fix the situation using his own power and plan.  In this situation, David surrenders to the fact that God will deliver him.  He encourages himself in the Lord. 
B. David wins back what was lost – and more.
1. (7-8) David inquires of the LORD.
Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”
Discussion: In these verses, David inquires of God for direction.  Read Proverbs 3:5-6 and apply it to this passage.
Discussion: What is God’s answer to David’s question?
2. (9-10) David pursues the Amalekites who conquered Ziklag.
So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind. But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor.
Discussion:  At the beginning of the chapter, David’s men were ready to stone him.  Now they are following him in pursuit of the Amalekites.  What has changed for them?  Please note that David still has 600 men.  Explain the faithfulness of David’s men.
Discussion: David leaves 200 men at the Brook Besor.  Explain.  Speculate.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
3. (11-15) David and his men befriend a helpless Egyptian.
Then they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David; and they gave him bread and he ate, and they let him drink water. And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. So when he had eaten, his strength came back to him; for he had eaten no bread nor drunk water for three days and three nights. Then David said to him, “To whom do you belong, and where are you from?” And he said, “I am a young man from Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me behind, because three days ago I fell sick. We made an invasion of the southern area of the Cherethites, in the territory which belongs to Judah, and of the southern area of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire.” And David said to him, “Can you take me down to this troop?” So he said, “Swear to me by God that you will neither kill me nor deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to this troop.”
Discussion: David finds an Egyptian/African, who was left behind by the Amalekite.  Why did the Amalekites leave this man behind?  What was God’s purpose for this man to be left behind?
Discussion: How reliable is David’s word? Can the Egyptian servant trust David’s oath?  Compare David’s oath to Saul’s oath.

4. (16-20) David routs and spoils the Amalekites, winning back everything.
And when he had brought him down, there they were, spread out over all the land, eating and drinking and dancing, because of all the great spoil which they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. Then David attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all. Then David took all the flocks and herds they had driven before those other livestock, and said, “This is David’s spoil.”
Discussion: Sometimes the translators get it wrong.  The word translated “twilight” could have also been translated as “dawn.”  David fought all day.  How should we understand these mistranslations?  What tools can we use to correct them?
Note: This was taken from the Enduring Word Commentary:
 Twilight is probably a bad translation here, and it should be from dawn until evening of the next day. “The Hebrew word nesep, translated ‘dawn’ in Job 7:4 and Psalm 119:147, has this sense here…. Having noted the situation, David and his men took some rest and attacked at first light, when the Amalekites would be suffering from the soporific effects of the feast, and least able to defend themselves.” (Baldwin)
Discussion: This passage describes a surprise attack.  The Amalekites were celebrating their victory when David attacked.  This happens in the spiritual world also.  Satan often attacks believers when their guard is down.  Have you witnessed this phenomenon? Share.
Discussion: In the past, David shared the spoils with King Achish.  In this passage, David claims the spoils for himself.  Why?
C. The spoil from the battle is divided.
1. (21-25) The spoils are distributed equally among those who fought and those who supported.
Now David came to the two hundred men who had been so weary that they could not follow David, whom they also had made to stay at the Brook Besor. So they went out to meet David and to meet the people who were with him. And when David came near the people, he greeted them. Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who went with David answered and said, “Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil that we have recovered, except for every man’s wife and children, that they may lead them away and depart.” But David said, “My brethren, you shall not do so with what the LORD has given us, who has preserved us and delivered into our hand the troop that came against us. For who will heed you in this matter? But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike.” So it was, from that day forward; he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day.
Discussion: Meet King David.  In the passage, we discover David’s heart for all of his people.  He is becoming King David.  He realizes the need to care for all.  Throughout our study of I Samuel, we have witnessed the evolution of David from shepherd boy to king.  Review some of the key moments in David’s life that were important for David’s development.
Discussion: Those who took part in the battle did not want those who remained behind to receive some of the spoils.  However, they did not realize the contributions the 200 “rear guard” troops provided.  This phenomenon is often seen in our country.  Many view their contributions as vital and the contributions of others as trivial.  Have you seen this phenomenon?  Provide examples.
2. (26-31) David mends strained relationships.
Now when David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, “Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the LORD”—to those who were in Bethel, those who were in Ramoth of the South, those who were in Jattir, those who were in Aroer, those who were in Siphmoth, those who were in Eshtemoa, those who were in Rachal, those who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, those who were in the cities of the Kenites, those who were in Hormah, those who were in Chorashan, those who were in Athach, those who were in Hebron, and to all the places where David himself and his men were accustomed to rove.
Discussion:  David sent spoils to the elders of Judah.  Why?  What does this act say about David’s political savvy? What does this say about David’s assignment as king.

