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Bible Study Guide

Tuesdays 12:00 p.m.

II SAMUEL 1 – DAVID MOURNS THE DEATH OF SAUL
2 Samuel 1 – Free from Bitterness
A. David learns of Saul and Jonathan’s deaths.
1. (1-4) David hears the news in Ziklag.
Now it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and David had stayed two days in Ziklag, on the third day, behold, it happened that a man came from Saul’s camp with his clothes torn and dust on his head. So it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the ground and prostrated himself. And David said to him, “Where have you come from?” So he said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.” Then David said to him, “How did the matter go? Please tell me.” And he answered, “The people have fled from the battle, many of the people are fallen and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also.”
Discussion: In our text, David hears that Saul and Jonathan were killed in battle.  Speculate on David’s feeling concerning this news.
Discussion:  No one knows how old David was when he was anointed to be king.  Sources provide the following: killed Goliath (13 to 16), anointed to be King (10 to 15), became king Age 30.  What is the significance of David age when he became king?  David waited from 10 to 15 years after he received his calling to be king, until he actually became king.  Have you waited an extended period of waiting on the manifestation of a promise from God?

2. (5-10) The Amalekite’s story.
So David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul and Jonathan his son are dead?” Then the young man who told him said, “As I happened by chance to be on Mount Gilboa, there was Saul, leaning on his spear; and indeed the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. Now when he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. And I answered, ‘Here I am.’ And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ He said to me again, ‘Please stand over me and kill me, for anguish has come upon me, but my life still remains in me.’ So I stood over him and killed him, because I was sure that he could not live after he had fallen. And I took the crown that was on his head and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them here to my lord.”
Discussion: We reviewed this passage in a previous study.  What do you remember?

3. (11-12) David’s reaction: mourning for Saul.
Therefore David took hold of his own clothes and tore them, and so did all the men who were with him. And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.
Discussion: Mourning in the Middle East
Video: https://www.google.com/search?q=ululation&sca_esv=f0d7a24c669b6213&sca_upv=1&biw=1078&bih=707&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ACQVn0-NzFGA36YeKRA9iZY-DYt7823EXg%3A1714749600027&ei=oAA1ZoeZAYGuptQPoLawkAg&oq=ul&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIgJ1bCoCCAAyCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFMgsQABiABBiRAhiKBTIFEAAYgAQyDhAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFMggQABiABBixAzIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigUyBRAAGIAEMgsQABiABBixAxiDATIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigUyBRAAGIAESNsWUABYqAVwAHgAkAEAmAFjoAGuAaoBATK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAgKgAroBwgIREAAYgAQYkQIYsQMYgwEYigWYAwCSBwMxLjGgB-EK&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:f896efea,vid:1fPGqEpLYuQ,st:0

Video: https://www.google.com/search?q=ululation&sca_esv=f0d7a24c669b6213&sca_upv=1&biw=1078&bih=707&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ACQVn0-NzFGA36YeKRA9iZY-DYt7823EXg%3A1714749600027&ei=oAA1ZoeZAYGuptQPoLawkAg&oq=ul&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIgJ1bCoCCAAyCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFMgsQABiABBiRAhiKBTIFEAAYgAQyDhAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFMggQABiABBixAzIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigUyBRAAGIAEMgsQABiABBixAxiDATIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigUyBRAAGIAESNsWUABYqAVwAHgAkAEAmAFjoAGuAaoBATK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAgKgAroBwgIREAAYgAQYkQIYsQMYgwEYigWYAwCSBwMxLjGgB-EK&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:867c04b4,vid:RX21ocfg3CQ,st:0

4. (13-16) David executes the Amalekite.
Then David said to the young man who told him, “Where are you from?” And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.” So David said to him, “How was it you were not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the LORD’s anointed?” Then David called one of the young men and said, “Go near, and execute him!” And he struck him so that he died. So David said to him, “Your blood is on your own head, for your own mouth has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’s anointed.’”
Discussion: We have discussed David’s deference for Saul as God’s anointed.  This is an extreme example of that deference.  Was it warranted?  Explain.
Discussion:  David did not execute the Amalekite but assigned one of his men to the task.  Why? Speculate.

B. David’s lament for Saul and Jonathan.
1. (17-18) Introduction to the Song of the Bow.
Then David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son, and he told them to teach the children of Judah the Song of the Bow; indeed it is written in the Book of Jasher:
Discussion: Is David’s grief for Saul genuine? Speculate on the reason David encouraged the people to learn the “Song of the Bow.”  
Discussion: The Book of Jasher is referred to in: Joshua 10:13 and II Samuel 1:18.  It is not one of the canonical books of the Bible.  How should we, as Bible students, address this reference?  

2. (19-27) The Song of the Bow.
“The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places!
How the mighty have fallen!
Tell it not in Gath,
Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon;
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.
O mountains of Gilboa,
Let there be no dew nor rain upon you,
Nor fields of offerings.
For the shield of the mighty is cast away there!
The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.
From the blood of the slain,
From the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan did not turn back,
And the sword of Saul did not return empty.
Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives,
And in their death they were not divided;
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.
O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
Who clothed you in scarlet, with luxury;
Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.
How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle!
Jonathan was slain in your high places.
I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
You have been very pleasant to me;
Your love to me was wonderful,
Surpassing the love of women.
How the mighty have fallen,
And the weapons of war perished!
Discussion: Did David write this song for the occasion?  Did he adapt a song from the Book of Jasher?  
Discussion:  What role does musical plays for those in mourning?


