An Update from the CASA Program
The CASA program staff of the Eighth Judicial District Court extends our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to anyone who may be experiencing personal or professional hardships due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Life as many of us knew it, changed very rapidly, with very little advanced notice or preparation. Some people were displaced from jobs, some had to self-quarantine for prevention purpose, while many were forced to enter into a digital or virtual world, in order to stay functional and complete day to day tasks. 

These unprecedented times are challenging for everyone, but especially for some of our most vulnerable population of children, those who are placed in the foster care system. Due to the lack of traditional routines or resources, i.e., therapy, family visitations, and after school activities, as well as having to practice social distancing and self-quarantining protocols, these children may experience additional trauma. That’s why ongoing advocacy for children is more critical than ever before.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are extremely proud of our Court Appointed Special Advocate volunteers (CASAs) who remain dedicated and committed to maintaining the bond and connections from afar, with their CASA children, while also having to deal with the changing demands of their own work and families. During these difficult times, CASA volunteers locally, statewide and nationally are providing unparalleled advocacy through non-traditional means, i.e., phone calls, Skype, Facetime and text messages, to encourage and support their CASA children and caregivers.  Our CASA volunteers’ creativity knows no limits!  

Meanwhile, most of the CASA program staff is working remotely to remain fully operational and readily available to provide ongoing support to our CASA volunteers, to ensure they are safe and healthy, as they continue their advocacy efforts. Additionally, CASA program staff is ensuring the Courts are receiving the CASA volunteers’ court reports in a timely manner, and participating in court hearings through virtual technology, on behalf of the CASA volunteers.   

As it pertains to ongoing recruitment and training efforts for prospective volunteers, the CASA program staff is slowly transitioning toward virtual type orientation sessions and trainings. CASA staff is conducting one-on-one orientation sessions by phone, when needed. If you know someone who considered becoming a CASA volunteer, but needed a flexible schedule to attend an orientation or training series, they are encouraged to contact us (702) 455-4306. Soon, we will offer virtual training options, which are being developed by the National CASA/GAL Association.   
The CASA Program staff believes that how we respond in today’s circumstances will define us as a community for years to come. However, during these extraordinary times, I’m encouraged by the goodness, kindness and selflessness that I see in so many people around us. So, as we meet the challenges ahead, let’s be encouraged by the many ways -big and small- that we can all come together to support each other and help keep our community safe and healthy.          
With warm regards and gratitude,  							
Shelia Parks, CASA program Administrator 
