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Members of the Committee: 

This testimony is being submitted on behalf of the Friends of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR), which was formed in 1999 to support Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon. We 
appreciate the opportunity to offer comments on the FY 2022 Interior Appropriations bill. 
 
I serve as president of the Friends of Malheur NWR, which has a membership base of over 700 
and over 13,000 fans following our social media pages. This large, 187,000-acre, very rural and 
remote Refuge is very important to the American people and to the fish and wildlife it supports. 
It is one of the “jewels” of the refuge system and it provides multiple environmental services 
that are of high value to the American people.   
 
Overall, the National Wildlife Refuge System requires at least $900 million in Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) funding to be considered “fully funded”, which would allow all refuges to 
be fully staffed, with adequate maintenance, biological, hunting, fishing, environmental 
education, and interpretation programs. We ask that you work towards that overall goal of 
$900 million in annual funding. We request that this subcommittee allocate at least $600 
million in funding for the Refuge System Operations and Maintenance fund for FY 2022. Much 
more funding is needed which would better serve the public and would yield net economic 
benefits. 
 
Fully funding the needs of the National Wildlife Refuge System is a very good investment. The 
2019 Banking on Nature Report – a survey of the economic values of refuge visitation, 
estimated that “In FY 2017, 53.6 million people visited refuges. Their spending generated $3.2 
billion of sales in local economies. As this spending flowed through the economy, over 41,000 
people were employed and $1.1 billion in employment income was generated.” The report also 
shows that in FY2017, Malheur NWR supported 210,340 visits which generated $30,679,300 in 
economic benefits and supported $8,261,800 in employment income. Money spent on National 
Wildlife Refuges is a fantastic investment for the American People! 
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As a refuge Friends organization, we have witnessed the 
effects that years of underfunding have had on our National Wildlife Refuge System, especially 
at Malheur NWR. Underfunding has caused a huge maintenance backlog there which has 
reduced the area of wetlands that can be provided for migratory birds, therefore limiting the 
ability of the refuge to fulfill its mission to benefit wildlife. It also has caused cutbacks in visitor 
services and degradation of visitor facilities, lowering the quality of visitor experiences at this 
jewel of the Refuge System. Malheur National Wildlife Refuge staff is down to only 11 
permanent full-time equivalents (FTEs) from a full workforce of 30 FTEs. Also, as you should be 
aware, Malheur NWR was severely impacted by the effects of the illegal occupation of refuge 
headquarters in 2016 and the severe damage done to the facilities on the refuge. The repair 
costs of several million dollars took funding away from the Refuge System, further setting back 
progress on meeting the needs of refuges. Our organization donates approximately 10,000 
hours of volunteer service to Malheur annually; however, our volunteer force cannot meet all 
the unfunded needs of this vast 187,000-acre refuge.  
 
This pattern of chronic underfunding is not sustainable. Despite the hard work of our 
volunteers, volunteer efforts cannot equal the knowledge and expertise of FWS staff. Our 
request of $600 million for the Refuge System’s O&M accounts will allow the Refuge System to 
make up its more than 400 staff position lost since FY11, including those at Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge.  
 
This request of $600 million, an increase of $112 million over FY 2011 appropriations, would 
greatly benefit our refuge and the economically depressed local community. Malheur NWR 
would be able to hire more staff to meet its mission and purpose and to restore wetland 
vitality, repair damaged infrastructure needed to manage wetlands, build out our 
environmental education programs, and further engage the broad collaborative partnership 
Malheur is involved with in the local community to improve wetlands and wildlife habitat 
conditions.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, and please feel free to contact me, Gary Ivey, the President,  
of the Friends of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge  at friends@malheurfriends.org (web page: 
MalheurFriends.org).  
 
Best regards, 
 

 
President, Friends of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
 

mailto:friends@malheurfriends.org

