


 Morning Prayer  
Feast of St. Mark (Observed) - April 26, 2020 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  
P R E L U D E   Fantasy on Easter Hymns 

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24 
C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N  
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
Almighty and most merciful God; we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like 
lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to 
have done. And there is no health in us. But thou O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare thou those, O God who confess their faults. Restore thou those who are 
penitent, according to thy promises declared unto humankind in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. And grant, O most merciful God, for his sake, that we may hereafter 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. AMEN. 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your 
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of the Holy 
Spirit.  AMEN. 



 
T H E  I N V I TAT O R Y  A N D  P S A L T E R  
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN. 
Praise ye the Lord.     The Lord's Name be praised.   
V e n i t e  (Ps.95.1-7; 96.9,13) 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our 
salvation.  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and show 
ourselves glad in him in psalms. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King 
above all gods.  In his hand are all the corners of the earth, and the strength of 
the hills is his also. The sea is his and he made it, and his hands prepared the dry 
land. O come, let us worship and fall down and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is the Lord our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of 
his hand.  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand 
in awe of him. For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, and with 
righteousness to judge the world and the peoples with his truth. Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN. 
P s a l m  2  
Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 
against the Lord and against his Anointed? "Let us break their yoke," they say; "let 
us cast off their bonds from us." He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the 
Lord has them in derision. Then he speaks to them in his wrath, and his rage fills 
them with terror. "I myself have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion." Let me 
announce the decree of the Lord: he said to me, "You are my Son; this day have I 
begotten you. Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance and 
the ends of the earth for your possession. You shall crush them with an iron rod 
and shatter them like a piece of pottery." And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, 
you rulers of the earth. Submit to the Lord with fear, and with trembling bow 
before him; Lest he be angry and you perish; for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Happy are they all who take refuge in him! 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 



As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN. 
1 s t  L e s s o n  –  I s a i a h  5 2 : 7 - 1 0  
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your 
God reigns." Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for 
in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into 
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
B e n e d i c t u s  e s ,  D o m i n e  
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; praised and exalted above all for 
ever. Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty; praised and exalted above all 
for ever. Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; praised and exalted above 
all for ever. Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, and dwellest between the 
Cherubim; praised and exalted above all for ever. Blessed art thou on the 
glorious throne of thy kingdom; praised and exalted above all for ever. Blessed 
art thou in the firmament of heaven; praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN. 

2 n d  L e s s o n  –  E p h e s i a n s  4 : 7 - 8 ,  1 1 - 1 6  
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it 
says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his 
people.” So, Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, 
and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, 
we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, 
that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.".    



 
J u b i l a t e  D e o  (Psalm 100) 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness, and come 
before his presence with a song. Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise; be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.  For the Lord is 
gracious, his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth from generation to 
generation. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN. 

G R A D UA L  H Y M N    O Sons and Daughters 
The Gospel - MARK 16:15-20  

Jesus said to the apostles, "GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD 

NEWS TO THE WHOLE CREATION. THE ONE WHO BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL 

BE SAVED; BUT THE ONE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED. AND 

THESE SIGNS WILL ACCOMPANY THOSE WHO BELIEVE: BY USING MY NAME THEY 

WILL CAST OUT DEMONS; THEY WILL SPEAK IN NEW TONGUES; THEY WILL PICK UP 

SNAKES IN THEIR HANDS, AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING, IT WILL NOT 

HURT THEM; THEY WILL LAY THEIR HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY WILL 

RECOVER."  So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up 
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and 
proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it. 

SERMON – The Rev. Johan Johnson, Ph.D. 
The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.   He ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 



Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.  

T H E  L I TA N Y  
O God the Creator,       Have mercy on us. 
O God the Son,        Have mercy on us. 
O God the Holy Spirit,       Have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God,      Have mercy on us. 
Most merciful God, we come to you in this time of anxiety and uncertainty 
surrounding the outbreak of COVID-19. As the sorrows of our heart and mind 
increase, we beseech you to save us from all trouble and fear. Cast away all works of 
darkness. Be our rock, a castle to keep us safe. For the Lord is our stronghold and 
sure defense, and God will be our Savior. 
For all who have died: receive them into the arms of your mercy, grant them eternal 
peace, and surround those who mourn with your healing grace.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For those directly infected with the virus: help them recover in good health and 
restore them in body, mind and spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For those at high risk of infection, especially the elderly, those with underlying 
illnesses, the marginalized, and the poor: keep them healthy and free from all 
sickness.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
For those in quarantine, the shut-in, and the infirmed: help them find peace, keep 
them in good health, and renew their mind and spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For all hospitals, doctors, nurses, and staff: protect them as they minister to the sick, 
relieve all stress, and provide the resources and space to meet the needs of all the 
infirmed.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For first responders: guard them from all harm, and grant them strength and 
courage as they respond to all calls for help.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For service industry workers and those forced to work as their community shuts 
down: keep them healthy, bestow the resources to best care for themselves and their 
families, and assure them in times of financial and medical anxiety.  



Lord, hear our prayer. 
For those experiencing financial loss and uncertainty of resources: have mercy on 
them, alleviate any fear, and provide for them daily bread and wage.   
Lord, hear our prayer.  
For the leaders of this nation and the world: help them make sound and safe 
decisions to best secure the future of our planet.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For all schools, students, teachers, administrators and school staff: in particular St. 
Mark’s and all places of learning in Broward County.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For all scientists and those working to find a cure: inspire them towards your truth, 
and help them discover and disseminate a vaccine and cure.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For all media and journalists: protect them from all harm in their reporting, and 
move them to be a vector of truth and certainty, and never fear or panic.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For all places of worship: embolden them to be beacons of hope and love, and help 
us to gather however and wherever we can – be it in person or online – to give you 
praise.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For the leaders of our church: help them minister to their flock; fortify them to be 
faithful pastors, to persevere in prayer, and to build up the family of God in new 
and creative ways. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For the young: spare them from harm and fear, and keep them a joyful sign of your 
love and light.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For all parents: build in them strength and fortitude for the time ahead, and give 
them the words and witness to be wise counselors and compassionate caregivers.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For calm amidst the storm: as the waves toss our boat and we wonder “do you not 
care?”, remind us to not be afraid, that with you all things are possible, and that 
even the wind and sea obey you.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Stir up in us a spirit of compassion and tenacity for the time ahead. Amen. 



Move us to check-in with loved ones at high risk of infection and those in 
quarantine.           Amen. 
Ease our fear and anxiety, that we may share our resources rather than hoard them, 
and extend a helping hand to those in need.      Amen. 
Inspire us to share the Good News of your love and hope.    Amen.    
All this we ask through your son Jesus Christ our Lord: healer of the sick, ruler of 
the tempestuous sea, and Savior of the world.       Amen.  
 
T H E  P R A Y E R S  
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.  And grant us thy salvation. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, by the hand of Mark the evangelist you have given to your Church 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God: We thank you for this witness, and pray 
that we may be firmly grounded in its truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

Collect for Peace 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom 

stands our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom; Defend us thy humble 
servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defense, may 
not fear the power of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

Collect for Grace 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us the same with thy mighty power; 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but 
that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do always what is righteous in thy 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

 

 



A General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Lord of all mercies, we, thine unworthy servants, do give thee 
most hearty and humble thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us 
and to all people.  We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption 
of the world by our lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory.  And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our 
hearts may be made unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives.  By giving up our selves to thy service, and by 
walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
world without end. AMEN. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace with one accord to make our common 
supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered 
together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests.  Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for us, granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. AMEN. 

Concluding Prayer 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. AMEN. 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N   Jesus Lives 
 

O U R  W O R S H I P  I S  O V E R .  O U R  S E R V I C E  B E G I N S  
CHURCH DONATIONS 

If you are a first-time visitor or pledging member (or somewhere in between) please consider making a 
financial donation to help maintain our ministry and presence in your life.  You can donate by going to 
our website saintmarksftl.com OR mailing a check to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church (1750 East Oakland 
Park Boulevard Fort Lauderdale, FL  33334).   
 
This service bulletin and accompanying video service was made for you by the people of this church, and 
our collective belief in the Risen Lord which will lead us through the darkest of valleys. We understand 
what a stressful economic time we are all experiencing, but we are sure you will do your best for your 
church.    
  



ABOUT MARK OUR PATRON SAINT 
Traditionally Mark the Evangelist has been identified with John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. However, 
some have argued Mark the Evangelist (2 Tim 4:11) and John Mark (Acts 12:12, 25; 13:5, 13; 15:37) were 
different people.  According to tradition Herod Agrippa I, killed James, son of Zeedee and arrested Peter, 
planning to kill him after the Passover. Peter was saved miraculously by angels, and escaped to Antioch, 
somewhere on the way, Peter encountered Mark and took him as a travel companion and interpreter. 
Mark the Evangelist wrote down the sermons of Peter, thus composing the Gospel according to Mark 
before he left for Alexandria to found the Church there (today the Coptic Orthodox Church) in the third 
year of the reign of Claudius. Later Coptic tradition says that he was martyred in the year 68. 

JOYS & CONCERNS 

DA VI D CU THBE RTSON 
• St Mark’s Church member in nursing home unable to receive visitors. 
LI LLIE  GR IFF IN 
• St. Mark’s Church member who was quarantined for two weeks following her COVID 19 
diagnosis. This weekend her two weeks were finished and her symptoms (Sore throat, fever, cough, 
digestive problems) have subsided and she will be retested this coming week. 
P EDRO  LU IS  BAR RETO 
• Friend of St. Mark’s School Parent and Business Office Staff (Hellen Martinez) who is in the 
hospital on ventilator battling effects of COVID 19. 
RO DOLFO  GONZALEZ   
• Friend of St. Mark’s School Parent and Business Office Staff (Hellen Martinez) who recently 
passed away after suffering a heart attack.   

 


