


 Holy Eucharist  
Ascension Thursday - May 21, 2020 

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  
Opening Hymn #217  A H y mn  of  Gl or y  

Alleluia Christ is risen.       The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia. 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, and worthily magnify Thy holy Name; 
through Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

Gloria In Excelsis  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. AMEN.  
 

 



The Collect of the Day 
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and 
mind there ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Acts 1:1-11   “A reading from the Book of Acts.” 

With In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying 
with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now." So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
“The Word of the Lord.”   “Thanks be to God.” 

Psalm 47   “Psalm 47 is appointed for today.” 

CLAP your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a cry of joy. For the LORD 
Most High is to be feared; he is the great King over all the earth. He subdues the 
peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. He chooses our inheritance for 
us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. God has gone up with a shout, the LORD 
with the sound of the ram's-horn. The Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing 
praises to our King, sing praises. For God is King of all the earth; sing praises with 
all your skill. God reigns over the nations; God sits upon his holy throne. The 



nobles of the peoples have gathered together with the people of the God of 
Abraham. The rulers of the earth belong to God, and he is highly exalted. 

Ephesians 1:15-23  “A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.” 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
“The Word of the Lord.”   “Thanks be to God.” 

Gradual Hymn #214 H a i l  t h e  Da y  t h a t  S e e s  h i m Ri se  

Luke 24:44-53 

“The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.”  “Glory to you Lord Christ.”  
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I 
am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high." Then he led them out as far 
as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
“The Gospel of the Lord.”    “Praise to you Lord Christ.” 



Sermon   The Rev. Johan Johnson, Ph.D. 

“And now let us join together in reaffirming our faith as stated in the Nicene Creed.” 

Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  AMEN. 

Prayers of the People  
O God of All Grace, Jesus, glorified You in his earthly life and prayed for our 
protection out of his humanity. Fortify our faith that we may be steadfast and resist 
the worldly temptations prowling around us, looking to devour our fragile 
promises to You.   
Christ, Ascended.     Restore, Support, and Strengthen us 

O God of All Grace, bolster the character and principles of those in political 
leadership on this Earth, in this Nation, and in our community, and steady them on 
the course of justice, mercy, and peace for all the people of Your Creation.  We pray 
especially for the President of the United States and all elected leaders.  
Christ, Ascended.      Restore, Support, and Strengthen us 



O God of All Grace, rest Your healing spirit upon all who are coping with chronic 
or life-threatening illness, and give rest to all who give them love and care. We now 
join our voices to pray aloud for those in need in particular RITA COLLISTER, 
recovering from surgery, NAYIM CARTER struggling to regain his life after a 
drowning incident and DAVID CUTHBERTSON in a local nursing home.   

Christ, Ascended.      Restore, Support, and Strengthen us 

O God of All Grace, gladden our hearts knowing that those we love who have left 
our lives, are now risen with all the Saints and the Ascended, Living Jesus. We pray 
especially for all those who have passed away from the Corona virus 
Christ, Ascended      Restore, Support, and Strengthen us 

O God of All Grace, empower the leaders of Your Church with spiritual wisdom 
and with souls yearning for You. Grant them hearts open to the challenges of being 
Christ’s emissary to guide us to do Your work in this world. We pray especially for 
our Presiding Bishop, Michael, our Diocesan Bishop, Peter and all the clergy in 
Broward County and beyond 
Christ, Ascended      Restore, Support, and Strengthen us 

The Officiant continues 
Holy God of Power and Glory, as we cast our anxiety upon You, rekindle our 
desire to reflect upon and rejoice in Your presence, and renew our willingness to 
be disciplined, in the pursuit of the eternal glory in Christ, in the life You have 
given us to live.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Ascended Redeemer; and 
the Holy Spirit, our Sacred Sanctifier; who live and reign with You, One God, 
forever and ever.   AMEN. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Confession & Absolution 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by 
your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and 
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.    
And also with you. 

Offertory Response: 380 Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 
below; Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

T H E  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N  

We offer this celebration of the Holy Eucharist to the Glory of God and…… 

The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to our Lord God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and 

everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. Through your dearly beloved 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious resurrection he openly appeared to his 
disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for us; that 
where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:  

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

The people are seated OR kneel 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 



Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteous-ness, out of death into life. On the night before 
he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “TAKE, EAT: THIS IS MY BODY, 
WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU. DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.”  After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“DRINK THIS, ALL OF YOU:  THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT, WHICH IS SHED 

FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. WHENEVER YOU DRINK IT, DO 

THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.”  Therefore, according to his command, O God, 

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in 
glory. And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, 
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 



Agnus Dei  S - 161 O Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

The Communion 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.  Let us pray.   

Post Communion Prayer 
Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 
body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us 
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 THE BLESSING 

Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn Christ be your light 

O U R  W O R S H I P  I S  O V E R ,  O U R  S E R V I C E  B E G I N S  
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