Stepping Stones Gathering — July 5, 2026
Please join Stepping Stones Gathering,
Sundays each week at 8:00 a.m. (Pacific time) on Zoom.
A Ministry of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church and School. All are Welcome!

https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/86931022088 ?pwd=VmZvK3RFenYzeEZ40Uhlc2hMNmM9GUT09
Meeting ID: 869 3102 2088
Passcode: 097815

One tap mobile
+16694449171,,86931022088%#,,,,*097815# US
+16699006833,,86931022088#,,,,*097815# US (San Jose)
These inmate call-in numbers have not changed

Thanks to our volunteers this week:
o Nancy and Diane will be the Stepping Stones Hosts (Katy and John are traveling to
visit family)
o Bertram, Shereen, and Naveen will be Call Managers

The readings for this Sunday follow.
o Consider, "How does this reading speak to you in your life?"
o This week's readings are online:
o Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45: 11-18 or Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
o Next week's readings are:
o Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
o Stepping Stones usually uses the weekly readings posted on
Lectionarypage.net. We usually read only the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel
during the Stepping Stones weekly call.

The Collect

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Epistle: Romans 7:15-25a

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. Now
if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin
that dwells within me. For | know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can will
what is right, but | cannot do it. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what |
do. Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me.



So | find it to be a law that when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For | delight in
the law of God in my inmost self, but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that | am!
Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we
wailed, and you did not mourn.’

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Keep Coming Back, It Works!



