Stepping Stones Gathering — June 7, 2026
Please join Stepping Stones Gathering,
Sundays each week at 8:00 a.m. (Pacific time) on Zoom.
A Ministry of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church and School. All are Welcome!

https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/86931022088 ?pwd=VmZvK3RFenYzeEZ40Uhlc2hMNmM9GUT09
Meeting ID: 869 3102 2088
Passcode: 097815

One tap mobile
+16694449171,,86931022088%#,,,,*097815# US
+16699006833,,86931022088#,,,,*097815# US (San Jose)
These inmate call-in numbers have not changed

Thanks to our volunteers this week:
o Katy and John will be the Stepping Stones Hosts (home from Virginia)
o Bertram, Shereen, and Naveen will be Call Managers

The readings for this Sunday follow.
o Consider, "How does this reading speak to you in your life?"
o This week's readings are online:
o Genesis 12:1-9
Psalm 33:1-12
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
o Next week's readings are:
o Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)
o Stepping Stones usually uses the weekly readings posted on
Lectionarypage.net. We usually read only the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel
during the Stepping Stones weekly call.

The Collect
O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that
are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Epistle: Romans 4:13-25
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.



For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants
be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith
as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to
him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses
and was raised for our justification.

The Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to
him, “Follow me.”

And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said
to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard
this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have come to call not the righteous but
sinners.”

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and knelt
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will
live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been
suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his
cloak, for she said to herself, “If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing
her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was
made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making
a commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him.
But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up.
And the report of this spread throughout that district.

Keep Coming Back, It Works!



